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Welcome to Mass. During these slower weeks during the summer,
when the schools are closed, it is good to enjoy a little deceleration
of pace! If you are going away, do have a restful time and return
renewed!

It has been good to chat to people after Mass, both at St Joseph’s
and St John’s, who are visiting the parish as part of your vacation or
visiting friends.

If you are passing through today, we hope you feel welcome. There
are refreshments after the 10am Mass at St Joseph's.

Assumption Celebration — Sunday 16" August
4pm Evening Prayer and Procession of Our Lady - followed
Afternoon Tea — sandwiches, cakes, strawberries, prosecco, tea,
soft drinks, raffle etc - in the Presbytery Garden (weather
permitting!).
Tickets available today - £5 adults £2 children
If you would like to volunteer to help set up and clear up in the
garden please put your name on the list at the back of church.

A message from Fr Jithin Titto.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, my sincere thanks to everyone
for the welcome back at Banbury, and for all those who worked so
hard in preparing for my First Holy Mass. For me it was such a
prayerful and beautiful experience. Heartfelt thanks also for your
gifts and generosity. This enabled me to buy the vestment | wore for
my First Mass and other ordination expenses.

With my prayers and kindest wishes,

Fr Jithin

March For Life UK — Saturday 5" September 2026

Join with other parishioners, and thousands of people from across
the country, for the March For Life in London.

It will be a day of celebration and public witness to the precious gift
of life. There is a coach for St John’s church to London and back.
Cost - £15 per adult. Children Free.

To reserve a coach seat email: march4life.banbury@gmail.com

Places will be allocated on a first come basis.
For more information about the day: www.marchforlifde.co.uk

Youth Matters!
The Youth Group - We have paused for the summer holidays.
We look forward to welcoming young people of the parish back to
the group in September for another year of faith, fun & friendship.
We also said Goodbye to four senior members at the Youth Fest
gathering in July at St Joseph’s. Three of the group are going on to
university, and one to a gap year with the Kenelm Youth Trust.
We wish them every blessing in this new chapter of our lives.
It has been a privilege to see them flourish in their faith from
children to young adults.
Our prayers go with them.
Summer Camp
Some of our young people will be going to Alton Castle for a five-
day retreat from the 16" to the 20" of August. This is made possible,
for some of our young people, because of the fund raising that has
been going on through the year in the parish through cake stalls etc.
Thanks to all of you who have supported these ventures.
Thanks to all those who play whatever role in this important work
among our young people.

Annual Pilgrimage Mass at Harvington Hall _ Sunday 6
September.

Harvington Hall is a beautiful Elizabethan Manor House in an idyllic
setting. Yet its fame and significance come from anything but
beautiful and idyllic, as it became a focus of Catholic mission during
the penal times of Elizabeth | when it was illegal for Catholic priests
to set foot in England from abroad. Harvington is unique in housing
7 priest hides that can still be seen today, and is the Shrine to the
English Martyrs. Free parking and tours are available.

Mass begins at 3pm (confessions from 1.45pm) and will be offered
by Archbishop Miguel Maury Beundia — the Apostolic Nuncio to
Great Britain.

St John’s Primary School — is seeking to appoint a new Foundation
Governor. Being a Foundation Governor is a rewarding opportunity
to support the leadership and strategic direction of a school while
helping to promote its Catholic ethos and values. If you have an
interest in education, and would like to make a positive difference
to the lives of our children, we would be delighted to hear from you.
The ‘foundation’ it refers to is the Archbishop and Diocesan
trustees. It is the special responsibility of these governors to ensure
the schools compliance with the teaching of the Church, and
therefore it is only open to practising Catholics.

If you would like to find out more about the role or express your
interest, please contact the school office on 01295 263740.
Confirmation 2027

Could parents return the forms as soon as possible. All dates for the
Confirmation Programme are on the form issued at the recent
meeting.

For adults who

want to learn more about the Catholic faith;

- or have a desire to become a Catholic;

- are a baptized Catholic, but haven’t made first communion

and/or Confirmation.
- a Catholic already, but desire a refresher in the basics of the
faith

then it is hoped that we will form a group together in the coming
weeks. If you could let Fr Philip know if you might be interested in
this, or send an email to stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk
There will be an initial information evening on Friday 4t
September at 7.15pm in the Dupuis Centre (upstairs).
The Next Baptism Meeting for parents wishing for their children to
be baptized will be this Tuesday at 7pm in the Dupuis Centre.
Padre Pio Prayer Group — next meets Monday 7t" September 10am
in the Dupuis Centre.
Going into hospital? If you would like the sacrament of the sick
before surgery, please have a word with Fr Philip or email the
presbytery. The Horton Hospital doesn’t have resident chaplains or
issue lists of Catholic patients, so if you or family members or
friends would like a visit/ the sacraments whilst in hospital please
notify the presbytery.
Safeguarding. If anyone is involved with either children or
vulnerable adults on behalf of the parish and hasn’t completed a
DBS could you please contact Debs Picking at the email:
sg.stiohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk
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Please pray for the dead ... Vincent Fitzgerald, Eugene Taylor, Marie Alexander and Eileen Shea
Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently
Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week

26 Dougie Harding 2017; Barry Pope 2013; Aleah Byfield 2005; Peter McDermott 1995

27 June Simpson 2020; Doreen McNally 2003

28 Kevin Quinn 2025; Breda Squires 2021; Thomas Connolly 2011; Violet Rhodes 2009; Violet Southam 1992; William Bacon 1989
29 Margaret O’Brien 1999; Ludwig Wojowicz 1996; Daniel McCarthy 1993; Mary Yeo 1993

30 Percival Solman 2000; Jerome Kahlhammer 1991; Patrick O’Brien 1988

31 Gerald Wartho 2010; Thomas Towle 1996

01 Mary Gibbs 2016; Fernanda Curado 2014; Gill Hayward 2013; Bob Greenway 1994; Alice Hillier 1986; Herbert Cowley 1983

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
Please pray for the sick of our Parishes...

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, Peter Barton, Douglas Bond ,John Breen,
Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Genevieve Freedman, Alan Fitchett,
Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley,
Iris Jean Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer.

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS

Weekly Income: ST JOHN’S ST JOSEPH’S
Gift Aid £90.00 £33.00
Non-Gift Aid £767.84 £165.91
Contactless Card £337.00 n/a
Standing orders for May: St John’s £3048 St Joseph’s £784

Thank you for all your support.

DONA CARD READER

Remember to use our
contactless card reader.
Donations can also be made by
scanning the

QR code.

GIFT AID — If you pay tax on your income, please consider
completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1
donation, we will receive another 25p

CONFESSION TIMES

St John’s on Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm and Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am

Parish Groups and Meetings

St John’s Church Cleaning Monday 10.00am (following Mass)
St John’s Grounds As announced
St John’s Legion of Mary  Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre)
St Joseph’s Legion of Mary = Wednesday at 6.30 pm
Youth Group 3 Saturday, 6.30 — 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7

3" Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above

St Vincent De Paul Society — Contact and help - 07761 643449

PARISH OFFICE The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday & Wednesday, 10.00am — 2.30pm
Bookkeeper: Catherine Dukes. Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies
& procedures at all times. The Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Deborah Picking and for St Joseph’s it is Eileen Bristoll.
They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121
230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
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Entrance Antiphon
Ps69:2,6
O God, come to my assistance;
O Lord, make haste to help me!
You are my rescuer, my help;
O Lord, do not delay.

Collect

Draw near to your servants, O Lord,

and answer their prayers with unceasing kindness,

that, for those who glory in you as their Creator and guide,
you may restore what you have created

and keep safe what you have restored.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

First reading
Isaiah 55:1-3
Thus says the Lord:
‘Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;
and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
hear, that your soul may live;
and | will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 145(144):8-9. 15-16. 17-18. R cf. 16

You open your hand and fulfil us, O Lord.

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in mercy.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. R:

The eyes of all look to you,

and you give them their food in due season.
You open your hand and satisfy

the desire of every living thing. R:

The Lord is just in all his ways,

and holy in all his deeds.

The Lord is close to all who call him,
who call on him in truth. R:

Second reading

Romans 8:35, 37-39
Brothers and Sisters: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or danger, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. For | am sure that neither death
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 4:4b
Alleluia, alleluia.
One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.
Alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 14:13-21
At that time: When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist, he
withdrew in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds
heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went
ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and
healed their sick. Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him
and said, ‘This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the
crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” But
Jesus said, ‘They need not go away; you give them something to eat’
They said to him, ‘We have only five loaves here and two fish. And he
said, ‘Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down
on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up
to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them
to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they
all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the
broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about five thousand
men, besides women and children.

Prayer over the Offerings

Graciously sanctify these gifts, O Lord, we pray,

and, accepting the oblation of this spiritual sacrifice,
make of us an eternal offering to you.

Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon

Wis 16: 20
You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven,
endowed with all delights and sweetness in every taste.

Prayer after Communion

Accompany with constant protection, O Lord,
those you renew with these heavenly gifts
and, in your never-failing care for them,
make them worthy of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our Lord.



