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 YEAR C   ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

Sunday 2nd November 2025    4.00pm Vigil Mass  
Deceased members of the 
Sullivan Family. 

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS    8.30am Mass  Robert Light RIP 

        10.00am Mass People of the Parish 

White    11.30am Mass 
 

Pio Santiago RIP 1st anniversary 

Monday 3rd                       9.30am Mass  Vidal & Mary Correia RIP  

All Souls Day 4.00pm Reception of Body     Christine Green 

Tuesday 4th          9.30am Mass  Rita Ellis RIP 

Memorial of  
St Charles Borromeo 

 12.15pm Funeral Mass     Christine Green 

Wednesday 5th                                 
   9.30am Morning Prayer, 
Rosary & Benediction 

 ~~~~~ 

Feria in Ordinary Time       

Thursday 6th                                 

Feria in Ordinary Time    6.30pm Mass  Santosh Joseph Solomon 

Friday 7th                                  
   9.30am Mass 
  12 noon St. Thomas, Wroxton 

Bernard Lane RIP 
Special Intention 

Feria in Ordinary Time 
6.00pm: Holy Hour  and 
confessions 

   

Saturday 8th  November                            
   11.00am Healing Mass 
10.00-10.30am Confessions 

     
 

 Deceased members of the  
 Legion of Mary 

Feria in Ordinary Time       

Sunday 9th  November 2025   4.00pm Vigil Mass  Bruce Duncan RIP 

FEAST OF THE DEDICATION 
OF THE LATERAN BASILICA 

    8.30am Mass     John Smith RIP 

Remembrance Day        10.00am Mass People of the Parish 

White    11.30am Mass 
 

 
Special Intention for the people of 
Russia 

 
Facebook search: 

‘Catholic 
Banbury’ 

 

 
QR code 

for 
WhatsApp Parish 

Community 

http://www.banburycatholicchurches.org.uk/
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Today is the (transferred) Solemnity of All Saints. It is 
usually celebrated on November 1st, but as it is a Holy Day, it 
has been moved to the Sunday. That also means that the 
Commemoration of All Souls has been moved back a day to 
Monday. 
 

All Saints Day - In the letter to the Hebrews we read: 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfector of faith. These witnesses are the saints who already 
share the glory of heaven – those holy ones who, through 
their perseverance and example, have attained, through 
God’s grace, the beatific vision. We also know that these holy 
ones, who stand before God, do not forget us, their brothers 
and sisters, who are still walking our earthly pilgrimage, but 
intercede for us on our pilgrim way. All Saints was first 
celebrated on this day when Pope Boniface IV dedicated the 
Pantheon in Rome as a place of Catholic worship in 609AD. 
 

All Souls Day - To pray for our loved ones who have died is 
one of the most natural instincts for Catholics. It is an 
expression of our faith in the communion of saints and of 
being members of Christ’s mystical body, the Church. Just as 
we pray for those in this world, so we pray for those who have 
died. For those who die in perfect grace there is admittance 
to heavenly glory. But for those who are tainted and marked 
by venial sins we pray that the Lord will graciously cleanse 
them in his loving mercy and prepare them for heaven. As one 
of the hymns for this season prays: 
 

Often they were wounded in the deadly strife. 
Heal them, Good Physician, with the balm of life. 

Every taint of evil, frailty and decay, 
Good and gracious Saviour, cleanse and purge away. 

 

It is an ancient tradition to ask for Mass to be offered for our 
departed loved ones especially during this month of 
November, as well as on anniversaries. As Mass is offered for 
them we pray that any suffering may be relieved, their 
healing time in purgatory will be shortened, and aid the soul’s 
journey to heaven. 
 

The second collection today is for the Johnson 
Association. This is the charity in our own diocese that helps 
to care for sick and retired priests of the diocese. At the 
moment it is caring for about 65 sick and retired priests. As 
priests don’t receive an ordinary salary, retirement isn’t 
always easy, with limited access to pension provision. The 
collection today assists those who have given their lives to the 
service of the Church and who are now in need of help. Please 
be generous, and to think about leaving something to the 
Johnson Association in your will - one way in which the 
association receives valuable help in their work. 
 

The Blessing of the Graves will take place at Southam Road 
Cemetery on Sunday 9th November at 2pm, and at Hardwick 
Hill on Sunday November 16th at 2pm. 
 

Next Sunday (the feast of the dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica) is also Remembrance Sunday. The 8.30am and 10am 
Masses will be Requiem Masses for those who fallen in war. 
 

Confirmation Meeting for parents of candidates 
tomorrow at 7pm is St Joseph’s Hall. This is the second 
meeting for parents of children who are not attending a 
Catholic Primary School and who wish for their child to 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in March 2026. It is 
also for the Parents of older children whose child may have 
missed their Confirmation in Y6 and who now attend Senior 
School. Limited spaces left for sign up. 
At this meeting parents will receive the second Confirmation 
Resource needed for their child's Confirmation preparation. 
Children do not need to attend this meeting. 

 

Confirmation Classes for the candidates begin on 
Thursday 13th November 4.30pm-6pm in the Dupuis 
Centre. Food and refreshments provided during the class. 
Please inform the catechists of any allergies. 
First Holy Communion - There will be a meeting for 
parents of candidates at 5pm on Saturday 15th November. 
This year the preparation will take place on Sunday 
mornings (during school term time) and will begin after 
the 8.30am Mass and finish before the 11.30am Mass to 
enable the children to attend Holy Mass – which is an 
important part of their preparation for the sacraments. 
We are really grateful for our catechists who are giving of 
their time to help the children prepare for this special 
moment in their lives. 
St John’s Cellar/Club. Over a year ago now the cellars 
were badly damaged by flooding that entail extensive 
renovations. This work is, after a number of holdups, 
about to begin. This is, for most, unseen but important 
work for the health of the fabric of the church. It isn’t just 
a repairing of the damage done, but works done to ensure 
that such water ingress shouldn’t happen in the future. 
Confessional and Piety Stall. About 2005 the 
confessional in St John’s was altered with the fitting of PVC 
doors, but as a listed building the necessary faculty for this 
work was not received. The Historic Churches 
Commission (HCC), which has statutory oversight over 
listed buildings of historic significance, gave notice for this 
work to be amended in a way that would be sympathetic 
to the style and nature of the building. There was a plan 
submitted much later in 2023, but this was rejected due to 
the non-compliance of safeguarding guidance for such 
spaces. This was amended and the plans were passed 
some time ago. The works will now commence. The empty 
room on the opposite side of the aisle will be remodelled 
to become a repository/piety stall. This is something St 
John’s has lacked for some time, and will hopefully 
become a source of revenue. The initial work on opening 
up both of these spaces will begin shortly, and the 
approved wooden doors/fittings should be in place after 
Christmas. 
 

PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP - This Monday 3rd 
November at 10am. Meet in the Tandy Room (smallest 
room - downstairs in the Dupuis Centre) for prayer and 
fellowship. Tea/coffee afterwards. All most welcome. 
 

SOUP & A SMILE – Starts this Tuesday, 4th November 
at 12.30pm in the Dupuis Centre. For anyone who 
would appreciate a warm and friendly welcome for a 
couple of hours. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS AT ST THOMAS OF 
CANTERBURY, WROXTON, on Friday November 7th at 
12 noon. There will be coffee/tea and cake on offer 
following the Mass. Any monies raised in donations will 
go to the Bicentenary Fund, celebrating 200 years of 
open Catholic worship in Banbury. All are welcome. 
 

HEALING MASS – Saturday 8th November at 11am. 
Following the mass there will be a light lunch in the 
Dupuis Centre which will be catered for by the SVP 
volunteers. All most welcome. 
 

200 CLUB September winners – 1st  prize No 67 - 
£135.25. 2nd, prize No 111 - £81.75. 3rd prize No 74 
£54.50 
 

200 CLUB October winners – 1st prize No 103 - £135, 
2nd prize No 92 - £81, 3rd prize No 32 - £54 
 
BGN VACANCIES – The school are currently recruiting 
for Exam Invigilators and an Administrator. Please see 
notice boards for more information. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  

 

PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
 

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently, 
Particularly Christine Green. 

Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week: 
 

02 Pio Santiago2024,Carolyn Gormley 2021; Mabel Granger 2007; Elizabeth Johnson-Thomas 1998; Margaret Lord 1995  
03 Pat McCarthy 2014; Agnes McGeough 2012  
04 Patrick Gale 2022; Jerry Cederlund 2013; Martin Taylor 2008; Kayleigh Hancox 2007; James Wood 2004;  

Maurice Kearney 1985  
05 Vera Allen 2014; Albert Holmes 2012; Annie Guilesppe 2003; Kevin McDonagh 1993;  
 Mary Boardman 1987  
06 John Bolton 2021; Robert Gordon 2013; Sharyn Lloyd 2012; Albert Connor 2008; Edward (John) Coggins 1998;  
 William Gates 1996  
07 Dorothy Broad 2009; Barbara Cannon 1995  
08 Elizabeth Price 2023; Christopher Keegan 1996; Sandra Webb 1993; Mary McTaggart 1983  

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat 
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean 
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Weekly Income:       26th October                                         ST JOHN’S                 ST JOSEPH’S  
  

Gift Aid                                        £  100.00                                       £   56.00      
Non – Gift Aid                               £  735.35                             £  199.70 
Contactless Card                               £  160.00                                       £    35.00  
September Standing Orders                             £ 3133.00          £  1056.00 
 

This Sunday’s second collection is for THE JOHNSON ASSOCIATION (retired & infirm clergy). 

Thank you for all your support. 
GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you 
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p 

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
      
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 9.30am – 10.30am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 

 
 

  
 

mailto:safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk


Entrance Antiphon 
Let us all rejoice in the Lord, 
as we celebrate the feast day in honour of all the Saints, 
at whose festival the Angels rejoice 
and praise the Son of God. 

 
Collect 
Almighty ever-living God, 
by whose gift we venerate in one celebration 
the merits of all the Saints, 
bestow on us, we pray, 
through the prayers of so many intercessors, 
an abundance of the reconciliation with you 
for which we earnestly long. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

 
First reading          Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14 

I, John, saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with 
the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four 
angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, saying, 
‘Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed 
the servants of our God on their foreheads.’ And I heard the number 
of the sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand, sealed from 
every tribe of the sons of Israel. 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 
in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out 
with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels were standing round 
the throne and round the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 
saying, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honour and power and might be to our God for ever and ever! 
Amen.’ 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, 
clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?’ I said to 
him, ‘Sir, you know.’ And he said to me, ‘These are the ones coming 
out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm   Ps 24(23):1-2. 3-4b. 5-6. ℟ cf. 6 
Such are the people who seek your face, O Lord. R/. 

The LORD’S is the earth and its fullness, 
the world, and those who dwell in it. 
It is he who set it on the seas; 
on the rivers he made it firm. R/. 

Who shall climb the mountain of the LORD? 
Who shall stand in his holy place? 
The clean of hands and pure of heart, 
whose soul is not set on vain things. R/. 

Blessings from the LORD shall he receive, 
and right reward from the God who saves him. 
Such are the people who seek him, 
who seek the face of the God of Jacob. R/. 

 
Second reading                   1 John 3:1-3 

Beloved: See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why 
the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, 
we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in 
him purifies himself as he is pure. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation            Matthew 11:28 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, says the Lord, 
and I will give you rest. 
Alleluia. 

 
Gospel         Matthew 5:1-12a 

At that time: Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, 
and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. And he opened 
his mouth and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven.’ 

 
Prayer over the Offerings 
May these offerings we bring in honour of all the Saints 
be pleasing to you, O Lord, 
and grant that, just as we believe the Saints 
to be already assured of immortality, 
so we may experience their concern for our salvation. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

 
Communion Antiphon 
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called children of God. 
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 
Prayer after Communion 
As we adore you, O God, who alone are holy 
and wonderful in all your Saints, 
we implore your grace, 
so that, coming to perfect holiness in the fullness of your love, 
we may pass from this pilgrim table 
to the banquet of our heavenly homeland. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

 
Solemn Blessing 
May God, the glory and joy of the Saints, 
who has caused you to be strengthened  
by means of their outstanding prayers, bless you with unending 

blessings. 
Amen. 

Freed through their intercession from present ills  
and formed by the example of their holy way of life,  
may you be ever devoted 
to serving God and your neighbour. 
Amen. 

So that, together with all, 
you may possess the joys of the homeland,  
where Holy Church rejoices 
that her children are admitted in perpetual peace  
to the company of the citizens of heaven. 
Amen. 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son, ℟ and the Holy Spirit,  
come down on you and remain with you for ever.  
Amen.

 

 


