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 YEAR A   ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

Sunday 4th January 2026    4.00pm Vigil Mass  Dierdre Dowse RIP 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
THE NATIVITY 

   8.30am Holy Mass  People of the Parish 

        10.00am Mass Philip Shields RIP  

White    11.30am Holy Mass 
 

Mark Goldrick RIP 

Monday 5th                           

VIGIL 
6.30pm Mass – Vigil Mass 
               of the Epiphany 

    Sienna Marshall 

Tuesday 6th     10.30am St John’s school  
 9.30am Holy Mass 
 

People of the Parish 
Winifred May Lowe 

SOLEMNITY OF THE 
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  

 12 noon Holy Mass     Michael Thomason 

Wednesday 7th                                   
  9.30am Morning Prayer 
and Benediction  
 

 

Christmas Feria   
 
 

Thursday 8th                               

Christmas Feria  6.30pm Holy Mass  Jozsef Mak RIP 

Friday 9th                                    
9.30am Holy Mass 

  

Grandparents RIP 

Christmas Feria  
  6.00pm – 7.00pm 
Adoration & Confessions 
VVespersSacrament 

   

Saturday 10th                            10.00am Holy Mass 
     

  James P Shaw 

Christmas Feria  
Confessions 10.30am-
11am 

  

Sunday 11th   January  
  4.00pm (Saturday) Vigil  
                 Mass 

 James Patrick O’Brien ints 

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF 
THE LORD 

    8.30am Mass     Janina & Jerzy Galeza RIP  

        10.00am Mass People of the Parish 

White     11.30am Mass 
 

 
Holy Souls 

 
Facebook search: 

‘Catholic 
Banbury’ 

 

 
QR code 

for 
WhatsApp Parish 

Community 
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Welcome to Mass. Today is the Second Sunday of the 
Nativity, and the scriptures continue to unfold for us the 
great mystery of the Incarnation. We hear again the 
prologue to St John’s Gospel, last heard at the third Mass of 
Christmas, which speaks of the Word who was with God and 
was God. It is this Word that becomes flesh in the womb of 
Blessed Mary – and that in Jesus Christ we see and hear God 
Himself.  
 
This Tuesday is the Solemnity of the Epiphany and a 
Holy Day of Obligation. Even so, in our part of the world, 
the Epiphany doesn’t seem to grab the attention as much as 
Christmas  - although in many places it has retained its 
prominence as the Christmas of the Gentiles. At Christmas we 
celebrated the revelation of Christ to the Jews in the person 
of the shepherds, but on the Epiphany we recall the 
revelation of Christ given to those beyond the confines of the 
people of Israel, and were led by the light of faith to find the 
Saviour born for the whole world. When contemplating 
today’s feast Pope Benedict spoke about the Magi who reach 
their journeys end, that they were: 
 ‘above all men of courage, the courage and humility born of 
faith. Courage was needed not grasp the meaning of the star 
as a sign to set out, to go forth -towards the unknown, the 
uncertain, on paths filled with hidden dangers. We can 
imagine that their decision was met with derision: the scorn 
of those realists who could only mock the reveries of such men. 
Anyone who took off on the basis of such uncertain promises, 
risking everything, could only appear ridiculous. But for these 
men, inwardly seized by God, the way which he pointed out 
was more important than what other people thought. For 
them, seeking the truth meant more than the taunts of the 
world, so apparently clever.’ 
 

The Epiphany Blessing of Chalk 
It has long been a tradition that chalk is blessed at the Mass 
of the Epiphany, and that we take a piece home with us to 
invoke a blessing on our homes for the New Year that has 
begun. 
When you return home you use the blessed chalk to write 
above the doorway of your home: 

 
20+C+M+B+26 

 
As we do so,  another says the following prayer asking for 

God’s blessing: 
The Three Wise Men 

(C) Caspar 
(M) Melchior, and 

(B) Balthasar, followed the star to God’s only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who became man 
(20) two thousand and 

(26) twenty-six years ago. 
+ May Christ 

+bless our home 
+ and remain with us throughout the New Year. 

+ Amen. 
Our Father. Hail Mary. Glory be. 

 
Let us pray. 
Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your Only 
Begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star. 
Fill us with the light of Christ, that our concern and care 
for others may reflect your love. Bless this household 
with health, goodness of heart, and the keeping of your 
commandments. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
+ May the Lord bless us and keep us, and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen.  
 
 

 
Fr Philip wishes to thank all of you for the many 
cards and gifts he received at Christmas. 
Also, grateful thanks for the generous Christmas 
Offering. 
Thank you also for the parishioners who helped 
clean and decorate the church, and those who 
helped with printing booklets, Altar Serving, our  
musicians and the sacristy. It couldn’t happen 
without you! 
 
Christmas continues this week - even though many 
who haven’t already been back to work will be going this 
week. Schools also make their return after the 
Christmas holidays. 
Although the Christmas trees will disappear after next 
Sunday’s Mass – the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is 
the last day of the Christmastide – yet the Crib will 
remain in our churches until the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord, or Candlemas, on February 2nd. 
This year the Crib Offerings will be sent  to Aid to the 
Church in Need - a Catholic charity which comes to the 
aid of Catholics, as well as other Christians, who are 
suffering from persecution in various parts of the world. 
There are many places – Pakistan, Syria, China, North 
Korea, Burkina Faso, Mozambique, to name a few – 
where Catholics and other Christians truly suffer for the 
faith. Many of these communities are poor, and so ACN 
provides catechetical materials, communications, 
church rebuilding, the training of seminarians, support 
their priests, and humanitarian aid. 
Rorate Caeli Mass – thanks to those who helped with 
the breakfasts following Mass, and those who supported 
them. £86.08 was raised for this years crib charity – Aid 
to the Church in Need (see above). 
SVP Christmas hamper. Thanks to all who supported 
this is raising funds to support those in need in the local 
community. We are delighted to confirm that we raised 
£525.00 - all of which will support those who are in need 
of some support. If you are interested in joining our 
team of volunteers, then please contact us on 
07891178920 to chat further. The winning ticket has 
been drawn…and they are a very delighted winner!  
Donations after the St Thomas Day Mass at Wroxton 
also raised £125 towards the SVP.  Thanks to those 
who supported it, and a special thanks for the superb 
baking. 
Vacancy at St John’s Primary School 
We are seeking a committed and enthusiastic KS2 Class 
Teacher to join our welcoming Catholic school 
community. The successful applicant will support the 
Catholic ethos of the school and be dedicated to high -
quality teaching and learning. 
We offer happy, well-motivated children, a supportive 
staff team, and strong links with our parish. For further 
details, please contact the school office on 01295 
263740 
Altar Servers pantomime trip - Saturday 17th January 
6pm at Chipping Norton Theatre. Tickets are now 
booked. Could parents transport the servers to the 
theatre …. and pick them up again! If there is a problem 
with this please have a word with Deacon Jim. 
 

SOUP & A SMILE –Every Tuesday, at 12.30pm in the 
Dupuis Centre. For anyone who would appreciate a 
warm and friendly welcome for a couple of hours. 
 

GOOD GRIEF CAFÉ  - Our  bereavement group meet on 
the first Saturday of every month between 10am and 12 
noon in the Dupuis Centre.  
 
 



 

 

PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
 

 
Unfortunately, the anniversary list isn’t available at the moment. At this time of year, as well as praying for those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time, we especially remember all our dear ones who have departed this life. There will be 
those we have shared many Christmas celebrations with, but are no longer with us. We are, however, united at the altar 
where together we worship the Child born for us, the Son given to us. 
 

We seem to give them back to you, O God, who gave them first to us. 
Yet as you did not lose them in giving, so we do not lose them by their return. 

Not as the  world gives do you give. What you give you do not take away. 
For what is yours is also ours. We are yours and life is eternal. 

And love is immortal, and death is only a horizon, and a horizon is but the limit of our sight. 
Lift us up, strong Son of God, that we may see further; 

cleanse our eyes that we may see more clearly; 
draw us close to yourself that we may know ourselves to be nearer to our loved ones who are with you. 

And while you prepare a place for us, prepare us also for that happy place, that where you are we may also be for evermore. 
Fr Bede Jarre 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat 
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean 
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

There was no counting this week 
 

Fr Philip wishes to thank you for your kind Christmas cards, gifts and Christmas offering 
                                                                                                                                                         

Thank you for all your support. 
GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you 
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p 

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
      
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 9.30am – 10.30am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 
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Entrance Antiphon 
When a profound silence covered all things and night was in the 
middle of its course,  
your all-powerful Word, O Lord, bounded from heaven’s royal 
throne. 

Collect 
Almighty ever-living God,  
splendour of faithful souls,  
graciously be pleased to fill the world with your glory,  
and show yourself to all peoples by the radiance of your light. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 
 
First reading     Sirach 24:1-2,8-12 
Wisdom will praise herself  
and will boast in the midst of her people.  
In the assembly of the Most High she will open her mouth, 
and in the presence of his forces she will boast:  
‘Then the Creator of all things commanded me,  
and the one who created me gave my tent a resting place.  
And he said, ”make your dwelling in Jacob  
and in Israel receive your inheritance.”  
From eternity, in the beginning, he created me,  
and for eternity I shall not cease to exist.  
In the holy tabernacle I ministered before him,  
and so I was established in Sion.  
In the beloved city likewise he gave me a resting place,  
and in Jerusalem was my dominion.  
So I took root in an honoured people,  
in the portion of the Lord, his inheritance. 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm           Ps 147 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 
O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord! 
O Sion, praise your God! 
He has strengthened the bars of your gates; 
he has blessed the children within you.  R/. 
 

He established peace on your borders; 
he gives you your fill of finest wheat. 
He sends out his word to the earth, 
and swiftly runs his command.  R/. 
 
He reveals his word to Jacob; 
to Israel his decrees and judgements. 
He has not dealt thus with other nations; 
he has not taught them his judgements.  R/. 
 
 
 
Second reading                     Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places,  
even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him. 
In love he predestined us for adoption to himself  
as sons through Jesus Christ,  
according to the purpose of his will,  

to the praise of his glorious grace,  
with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love towards all the saints,  
I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers,  
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,  
may give you the spirit of wisdom and of revelation  
in the knowledge of him,  
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened,  
that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia 
Glory to you, O Christ, proclaimed among the nations. 
Glory to you, O Christ, believed in throughout the world. 
Alleluia. 
 
 
Gospel      John 1:1-5,5-14 
In the beginning was the Word,  
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God.  
All things were made through him,  
and without him was not anything made that was made. 
In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
The true light, which gives light to everyone,  
was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world was made through him,  
yet the world did not know him. 
He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name,  
he gave the right to become children of God,  
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh  
nor of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory,  
glory as of the Only Begotten of from the Father,  
full of grace and truth.  

 
Prayer over the Offerings 
Sanctify, O Lord, the offerings we make on the Nativity  
of your Only Begotten Son,  
for by it you show us the way of truth  
and promise the life of the heavenly Kingdom. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon 
To all who would accept him, he gave the power to become children 

of God. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Lord our God,  
we humbly ask you, that, 
through the working of this mystery,  
our offences may be cleansed  
and our just desires fulfilled. 
Who lives and reigns, for ever and ever. 
 

 


