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 YEAR C   ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

Sunday 10th  August    4.00pm Vigil Mass  Carmela Winkler RIP 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

   8.30am Mass  Denise Holmer & Family 

        10.00am Mass Carmela Winkler RIP 

Green    11.30am Mass 
 

People of the parish 

Monday 11th                        9.30am Mass  Madeline White RIP 

Memorial of St. Clare           

Tuesday  12th                               9.30am Mass Tom Mannion & Family RIP 

Feria in Ordinary Time          

Wednesday 13th                              
9.30am Morning Prayer & 
Benediction 

 

Feria in Ordinary Time       

Thursday 14th                            

Memorial of St. Maximilian 
Kolbe 

   6.30pm Mass  Joyce & Lisa Showin & Family  

Friday 15th                                 9.30am Mass 
    

Christine Mary Bennett RIP 

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUPTION 
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

   6.30pm Mass   Noel Stanley 

Saturday 16th                               10.00am Mass 
     

 Andrzej Piccinni 

Feria in Ordinary Time 
10.30 – 11.30am Confessions 
      (in the parish office) 

  

   4.00pm Vigil Mass  David Brooks RIP 

Sunday 17th August     8.30am Mass     Mr. M.E. Connelly 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

       10.00am Mass In Thanksgiving 

Green    11.30am Mass 
 

 
People of the Parish 
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Friday is the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary 
 

In Catholic churches it has been an ancient custom that 
bodily relics of the saints are sealed within the altar 
mensa when it is consecrated. This tradition is a sign of 
our bond of communion with the saints and martyrs, 
and that at the celebration of Mass the Church in 
heaven and earth are one. 
If there had been any, it would have been relics of Our 
Lady that would have been the most sought after and 
prized, for within her womb she carried the Word made 
flesh and gave her flesh to the second person of the 
Blessed Trinity – but there are none. 
This is testimony in itself, along with the unfolding 
living tradition of the Church, of the faith of Christians 
that Blessed Mary now shares in the fullness of the 
resurrection of her Son – that ‘the resurrection of the 
body and life of the world to come’ for which we hope 
(as we say in the Creed) is what Our Lady now knows. 
The dogma of the Assumption was proclaimed only in 
1950 by Pope Pius XII, but it is a belief that goes back to 
the earliest years of the Church in both the East and the 
West. In his Apostolic Constitution, Munificentissimus 
Deus, Pope Pius explores the history of the unfolding 
understanding of Mary’s Assumption or Dormition 
(falling asleep), both in the liturgies celebrating it, and 
the teaching of bishops and theologians through the 
ages. So, Pope Pius, as successor of the apostle Peter 
stated: 
‘after we have poured forth prayers of supplication 
again and again to God, and have invoked the light of 
the Spirit of Truth, for the glory of Almighty God who 
has lavished his special affection upon the Virgin Mary, 
for the honour of her Son, the immortal King of the Ages 
and the Victor over sin and death, for the increase of the 
glory of that same august Mother, and for the joy and 
exultation of the entire Church; by the authority of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter and 
Paul, and by our own authority, we pronounce, declare 
and define it to be a divinely revealed dogma: that the 
Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-Virgin Mary, 
having completed the course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.’ 
The 15th of August has long been the celebration of Our 
Lady’s Assumption with its roots going back to the 4th 
Century.  
This Friday we celebrate this feast with Mass at 6.30pm 
followed by a procession and a celebration in the 
presbytery garden. 
 
St John Henry Newman to be a Doctor of the Church  
 
 

The Archdiocese is rejoicing following the news St John 
Henry Newman will be declared a Doctor of the Church. 
  
Pope Leo made the official announcement – Conferral of 
the Title of Doctor of the Church – on  Thursday 31 
July, during an audience with His Most Reverend 
Eminence Cardinal Marcello Semeraro, Prefect of the 
Dicastery for the Causes of Saints. 
  
The title of Doctor of the Church is given to Saints who 
have made a significant contribution to theology or 
doctrine through their research, study or writing. 
 
 

 

 

We remember in our prayers today Tom and 
Hannah Millward who will be received into full 
communion with the Catholic Church at the 11.30am 
Mass today. 

Next year the Sacrament of Confirmation will be 
on Saturday 14th March. For those who are not 
being prepared in St. John’s or St. Joseph’s school 
you will be able to pick up an application form after 
any of the masses on Sunday 7th September from Fr. 
Philip. Instructions will be there of when to return it 
and the information we will need if you wish to be a 
candidate. For adults thinking of becoming 
Catholics, or Catholics wishing for a refresher there 
will again be a group that will begin meeting in 
October. 

2025 Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for The Guild 
of St. Stephen – Saturday 4th October, 12 noon at St. 
Chad’s Cathedral followed by refreshments. We 
encourage all of our altar servers and their families 
to attend this celebration. For catering purposes 
please inform Kathryn Bayliss at 
guild@rcaob.org.uk  

St. Joseph’s Church – There is an urgent need for 
volunteers to help with the cleaning of the church. 
You will be part of a rota so the commitment would 
only be around once a month. Please contact Eillen 
Bristoll on 07805 857804 if you can help. 

Mary’s Meals – The last lunch made £404.64 which 
will feed 21 children for the next year. Thank you to all 
supporters, helpers and volunteers and the new team 
who have taken over. There is no lunch in August. 
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PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
 

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently, 
Particularly Kevin Quinn and Fr. Tony Rohan. 

Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week: 
 
 

10 Catherine Crockett 2018; Daphne Allison 2010; Leonard Brock 1999; Patrick Newberry 1983  
11 John Grisewood 2024; Peter Fisher 2021; Julian Ising 2011; Margaret Nolan 2006; Nan Ellington 2005; Edward 

Langlands 1986  
12 Patrick McIntyre 1996; Joseph Kearns 1989; Hildegard Perkins 1984  
13 Bob Taylor 2018; Mike Ayckbourn 2017; Jimmy Barlow 2015; Peter Bisson 2003; John Benton 1992; Paula Lawrence 

1990; Olive Waddoups 1990; Kathleen Bolton 1986  
14 Marie McArdle 2023; Anthony Jackson 2018; Eileen Morris 2009; Maria (Rhoda) Day 1999  
15 Doug Mold 2022; John Collins 2022; Esmond Currion 1989; Don Letherbarrow 1986  
16 Michael McNamara 2015; Joan Roche 1998; Neisha Boyle 1988; Edward Baldwin 1988; Ignacy Pyszniak 1985  
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat Heritage, 
Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean Lloyd, Liam 
Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Weekly Income:       3rd August                                         ST JOHN’S                       ST JOSEPH’S  
  
Gift Aid                                 £ 94.00                                               £ 120.00 
Non – Gift Aid                       £684.31                  £ 227.74 
Contactless Card                       £226.00                                               £  25.00 
June Standing Orders                         £ 3043.00       £ 1046.00  

Thank you for all your support. 
GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the 
tax you have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p  

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
      
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 9.30am – 10.30am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 
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Entrance Antiphon 
Look to your covenant, O Lord, 
and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, 
and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 
 
Collect 
Almighty ever-living God, 
whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Father, 
bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts 
the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, 
that we may merit to enter into the inheritance 
which you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
First reading                        Wisdom 18:6-9 

That night of our liberation was made known beforehand to our 
fathers, so that they might rejoice in sure knowledge of the oaths 
in which they trusted. The deliverance of the righteous and the 
destruction of their enemies were expected by your people. For by 
the same means by which you punished our enemies you called us 
to yourself and glorified us. For in secret the holy children of good 
people offered sacrifices and with one accord agreed to the divine 
law, that the saints would share alike the same things, both 
blessings and dangers; and already they were singing the praises 
of the fathers. 
 
Responsorial Psalm      Ps 33(32):1,12. 18-19. 20, 22. ℟12b 
Blessed the people the LORD has chosen as his heritage. R/. 

Ring out your joy to the LORD, O you just; 
for praise is fitting from the upright. 
Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD, 
the people he has chosen as his heritage. R/. 

Yes, the LORD’S eyes are on those who fear him, 
who hope in his merciful love, 
to rescue their soul from death, 
to keep them alive in famine. R/. 

Our soul is waiting for the LORD. 
He is our help and our shield. 
May your merciful love be upon us, 
as we hope in you, O LORD. R/. 
 
Second reading            Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 

Brothers and Sisters: Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. For by it the people of old received 
their commendation. 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place 
that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not 
knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of 
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to 
the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 
By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she 
was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had 
promised. Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were 
born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as 
the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, 
but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having 
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For 
people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they 
had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it 
is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 

God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for 
them a city. 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he 
who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only 
son, of whom it was said, ‘Through Isaac shall your offspring be 
named.’ He considered that God was able even to raise him from 
the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him 
back. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Stay awake and be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
Alleluia. 
 
Gospel                Luke 12:32-48 

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Fear not, little flock, for it 
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with money 
bags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does 
not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

‘Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like 
men who are waiting for their master to come home from the 
wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when 
he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master 
finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress 
himself for service, and have them recline at table, and he will come 
and serve them. If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, 
and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, 
that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief 
was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. You 
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.’ 

Peter said, ‘Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?’ And 
the Lord said, ‘Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom 
his master will set over his household, to give them their portion of 
food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master 
will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will set him 
over all his possessions. But if that servant says to himself, “My 
master is delayed in coming”, and begins to beat the male and 
female servants, and to eat and drink and get drunk, the master of 
that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and 
at an hour he does not know, and will cut in pieces and put him 
with the unfaithful. And that servant who knew his master’s will 
but did not get ready or act according to his will, will receive a 
severe beating. But the one who did not know, and did what 
deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom 
much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to 
whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.’ 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
Be pleased, O Lord, to accept the offerings of your Church, 
for in your mercy you have given them to be offered 
and by your power you transform them 
into the mystery of our salvation. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon 
O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, 
who gives you your fill of finest wheat. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
May the communion in your Sacrament 
that we have consumed, save us, O Lord, 
and confirm us in the light of your truth. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

 

 


