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 YEAR A   ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

Sunday 11th January 2026 
   4.00pm Vigil Mass 
      ( Saturday) 

 James Patrick O’Brien ints 

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF 
THE LORD 

   8.30am Holy Mass  Janina & Jerzy Galeza RIP  

        10.00am Mass People of the Parish 

White    11.30am Holy Mass 
 

Amelia Maria Alves Da Silva RIP Ann 

Monday 12th                           9.30am Mass  Carole Cooper RIP 

Feria in Ordinary Time 
 
 

     

Tuesday 13th      
 9.30am Morning Prayer 
and Benediction 

~~~~~ 

Feria in Ordinary Time         

Wednesday 14th                                   
  9.30am Morning Prayer 
and Benediction  
 

~~~~~ 

Feria in Ordinary Time   
 
 

Thursday 15th                               

Feria in Ordinary Time 
6.30pm Vespers & 
Benediction 

 ~~~~~ 

Friday 16th                                    
 

  

 

Feria in Ordinary Time 
  6.00pm – 7.00pm 
Adoration 
VVespersSacrament 

 ~~~~~  

Saturday 17th                            10.00am Mass 
     

 Mary Hope 

Memorial of St. Anthony  
Confessions 10.30am-
11am 

  

Sunday 18th  January  
  4.00pm  Vigil Mass   
   ( Saturday)             

 Sullivan Family 

SECOND SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

    8.30am Mass     Donald Gillam RIP  

        10.00am Mass Gerhild Osborn RIP 

Green     11.30am Mass 
 

 
Bernard Winkler RIP 
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WELCOME TO MASS.  Today is the feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord, and the last day of the 
Christmas season. 
 
Although it seems quite a jump from the stable scene and 
the visit of the Magi to the river Jordan when our Lord 
begins his public ministry, nevertheless this event in Our 
Lord’s life is kept within the Christmas season because 
it is one of the ‘epiphanies’ or showings. As the Lord was 
first shown to the people of Israel in the person of the 
shepherds, and then the gentiles in the person of the 
Magi, so now, at the river Jordan, the veil is lifted on who 
Jesus truly is when the voice from heaven says: ‘This is 
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’ In the 
tradition of the Church the wedding at Cana, the first of 
the miracles, was also one of the epiphanies of the Lord. 
So the Benedictus antiphon on the Feast of the Epiphany 
cleverly brings these events and themes together: 
 

Today the Church has been joined to her heavenly 
bridegroom, 

since Christ has purified her of her sins in the river 
Jordan: 

the Magi hasten to the royal wedding and offer gifts: 
the wedding guests rejoice since Christ has changed 

water into wine. Alleluia! 
 

THE EPIPHANY BLESSING OF CHALK. There should be 
a few pieces of chalk left at the back of the church, as well 
as the prayer we pray whilst signing the entrance to our 
home. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM. As we celebrate the 
Lord’s baptism in the river Jordan it is a good 
opportunity to remind ourselves of the importance of 
baptism. Baptism is celebrated, unless there is a 
pressing need as baptism is the sacrament of the 
resurrection. 
Catholic parents are obliged to see that their children 
are baptised, and the Church recommends it within the 
first few weeks or months following the birth. 
There is preparation meeting, led by Deacon Jim, usually 
on the first Tuesday of the month at 7pm in the Dupuis 
Centre. Please notify Deacon Jim or Fr Philip if you 
intend to come. 
The role of godparents is to help parents in bringing up 
their children in the practice of the faith. It is therefore 
an adult obligation, and godparents need themselves to 
have been baptised and confirmed in the Catholic 
Church, or to have been received into full-communion 
with the Church. 
 
ALTAR SERVERS TRIP TO THE PANTOMIME for those 
who have requested tickets is next Saturday at Chipping 
Norton Theatre. The show begins at 6pm so if servers 
could be dropped there in reasonable time. The show’s 
runtime is 2 hours 20 minutes. 
 
YOUTH (AND FAMILY) ADORATION of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be at St Joseph’s on Sunday 18th January 
at 6pm. 
 

Pope Leo's Prayer Intention for January 2026 –  
 

For prayer with the Word of God 
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be 

nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our 
communities, helping us to build a more fraternal 

and missionary Church. 
 

VACANCY AT ST JOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL - We are 
seeking a committed and enthusiastic KS2 Class 
Teacher to join our welcoming Catholic school 
community. The successful applicant will support 
the Catholic ethos of the school and be dedicated to 
high -quality teaching and learning. 
We offer happy, well-motivated children, a 
supportive staff team, and strong links with our 
parish. For further details, please contact the school 
office on 01295 263740 
 

PATRICIANS: The next meeting is on Friday 16th 
January '26, 7 pm, Dupuis Centre. It is a discussion 
group for all Catholics. Refreshments provided. 
Topic: The Syromalabar and Syromalankera Rites in 
the Catholic Church. 
 

SOUP & A SMILE –Every Tuesday, at 12.30pm in the 
Dupuis Centre. For anyone who would appreciate a 
warm and friendly welcome for a couple of hours. 
There is no cha 
 

GOOD GRIEF CAFÉ  - Our  bereavement group meet 
on the first Saturday of every month between 10am 
and 12 noon in the Dupuis Centre.  
 

COFFEE AFTER MASS – After an extended break, 
we are hoping to reinstate this event after the 
8.30mass at St. John’s every Sunday. Please could 
those who have previously volunteered, confirm 
that they are still happy to help and new volunteers 
contact Nicola in the parish office asap so that we 
can put a rota together. 

 



 

 

PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently. 

Particularly Win Donovan. 
Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week: 

11 Catherine Bimson 2019; Shirley Westbury 2017; Barbara Mitchell 2015; Ersilia Iannotta 2012; Dorothy Freemantle 
1995; Christopher White 1988  

12 Christopher Griffin 2004; John Webb 2002; Jessie Hemmings 1999; Catherine Forrest 1984  
13 Patrick McLaughlin 2023; John Ake 2018; Hannah Marshall 2011; Lillian Herbert 2003; Thomas Whitman 1990;  

Peter Leahy 1989  
14 William Jacob 2016; Patrick Donovan 2012; Mary Ryman 2011; Francis Humphries 2002; Thomas Houston 1993  
15 Sheila Thornton 2017; Eilish Houlihan 2015; Mary Lowe 2003; Irene Smith 1994; Joseph Turczinski 1985  
16 Bernard Winkler 2021; Joan Broadhead 2017; Maria Kudlik 2007; Alf Jones 2002; Agnes Maxwell 2000; Wilfred 

Waddoups 1986  
17 Jennifer Upton 2023; Victor Brooks 2019; John Hellyar 2017; Daniel Sheehan 2008; Jack Goodway 1992; Lional Pratt 

1992; Lawrence Thornton 1987 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat 
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean 
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Weekly Income:    4th January 2026                    ST JOHN’S                   ST JOSEPH’S    
                                                                                
Gift Aid                                                                        £  177.00                                   £   55.00 
Non-Gift Aid                                                               £  700.74                                  £   132.60 
Contactless Card                                                       £   143.00                                  £    30.00 
Standing Orders –   October                                    £ 2988.00                                 £  789.00    
 

Thank you for all your support. 
GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you 
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p 

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
      
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 9.30am – 10.30am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 

 
 

  
 

mailto:safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk


Entrance Antiphon         Cf. Mt 3: 16-17 
After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were opened, 
and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, 
and the voice of the Father thundered: 
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 
 
Collect 
Almighty ever-living God, 
who, when Christ had been baptized in the River Jordan 
and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, 
solemnly declared him your beloved Son, 
grant that your children by adoption, 
reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, 
may always be well pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
First reading              Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 

Thus says the LORD: 
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, 
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
till he has established justice in the earth; 
and the coastlands wait for his law. 

‘I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 
I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
a light for the nations, 
to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness.’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 29(28):1-2. 3ac-4. 3b, 9b-10. ℟11b 
 
The LORD will bless his people with peace. R/. 

Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly powers, 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; 
bow down before the LORD, majestic in holiness. R/. 

The voice of the LORD upon the waters, 
the LORD on the immensity of waters; 
the voice of the LORD full of power; 
the voice of the LORD full of splendour. R/. 

The God of glory thunders; 
in his temple they all cry, ‘Glory!’ 

The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
the LORD sits as king for ever. R/. 
 
Second reading           Acts 10:34-38 

In those days: Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel, 
preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ — he 
is Lord of all — you yourselves know what happened 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the 
baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him.’ 
 
Gospel Acclamation           cf.Mk9:8 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The heavens opened and the Father’s voice resounded: 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel              Matthew 3:13-17 

At that time: Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, 
to be baptised by him. John would have prevented him, 
saying, ‘I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to 
me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now, for thus it 
is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he 
consented. And when Jesus was baptised, immediately he 
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were 
opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice 
from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased.’ 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
Accept, O Lord, the offerings 
we have brought to honour the revealing of your beloved 

Son, 
so that the oblation of your faithful 
may be transformed into the sacrifice of him 
who willed in his compassion 
to wash away the sins of the world. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
 
Communion Antiphon 
Behold the One of whom John said: 
I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Nourished with these sacred gifts, 
we humbly entreat your mercy, O Lord, 
that, faithfully listening to your Only Begotten Son, 
we may be your children in name and in truth. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

 

 
 
 


