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 YEAR A   ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

Sunday 14th December 
2025 

   4.00pm Vigil Mass  Pat Mold RIP 

THIRD SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

   8.30am Mass  Gerhild Osborn RIP 

        10.00am Mass Peter Vince RIP  

Rose    11.30am Mass 
 

Vanessa Sawyers 

Monday 15th December                     9.30am Mass  Theresa Anabere RIP 

Advent Feria       

Tuesday 16th           9.30am Mass Unborn children 

Advent Feria         

Wednesday 17th                                  
   9.30am Morning Prayer, 
Rosary & Benediction 

 ~~~~~ 

O Sapientia       

Thursday 18th                               

O Adonai     6.30pm Mass  Sir Osita Norbert Ntagu RIP 

Friday 19th                                    
 6.45am Rorate Caeli Mass 
   

Alice Joseph RIP 

O Radix Jesse 
7.00pm Penitential 
Service 
   

   

Saturday 20th December                               10.00am Mass 
     

  Aunty Atta Agatha RIP 

O Clavis David  10.30am – 11am Confessions      

Sunday 21st  December   4.00pm Vigil Mass  Peter Doyle RIP 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

    8.30am Mass     Edward Nosal RIP 

O Oriens        10.00am Mass People of the Parish 

Violet    11.30am Mass 
 

 
Mulroy & Concannon familes 

 
Facebook search: 

‘Catholic 
Banbury’ 

 

 
QR code 

for 
WhatsApp Parish 

Community 
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Welcome to Mass! Today is Gaudete Sunday – a name 
which comes from the entrance antiphon of Mass today 
which bids us to rejoice – both at the coming of the feast of 
the Lord’s birth – but also to rejoice that the Lord will come 
again.  
Today we light the third candle on the Advent Wreath – a 
candle that reminds us of the one who came to prepare a 
way for the Lord – St John  the Baptist.  
 
The Advent Penitential Service is this Friday at 7pm. 
Four priests from the deanery will be coming to hear 
confessions that evening so it will a great opportunity to 
prepare for Christmas spiritually. 
Sometimes people worry that it has been a long time since 
they have been to confession – and the longer it has been, 
the harder it seems to come back again. We might even 
persuade ourselves that we don’t need to go! This is a 
scenario that is repeated each year – and having decided to 
bite the bullet and go, people can’t believe afterwards why 
they had been so reluctant. For, like all the sacraments, it is 
a meeting with the Lord Jesus who, in confession, comes to 
seek us out as Saviour and healer – the Saviour that the 
shepherds on the hillside were told of on that first 
Christmas night. 
If memory has failed you with the form of confession, then 
you simply say: 
 
Bless me Father, for I have sinned, it has been 
………weeks/months/years since my last confession. 
You then mention those sins you need to confess, and then 
say: 
For these sins, and all the sins I cannot now remember, 
I am truly sorry, humbly ask pardon of God, and of you, 
Father, penance and absolution. 
 
Before the absolution we say an Act of Contrition such as: 
O my God, because you are so good, I am truly sorry that 
I have sinned against you, and by the help of your grace 
I will not sin again. 
                            __________________________________ 
Congratulations to Fr Ryan Service who, a few days ago, 
was inducted as the Parish Priest of St Francis, Kenilworth. 
We pray that his ministry there will be happy and long. It 
was good recently to witness the ordination to the 
diaconate of Jithin Titto at St Mary’s College, Oscott. Jithin 
should be with us for some of the Christmas celebrations. 
 
Parish Registration. Thanks to those who have completed 
the parish registration form. There is a chance to fill one in 
today if you haven’t done so. It has been a long time since 
there has been an up-to-date  record of those who are 
parishioners at St John’s and St Joseph’s . This will be such 
a useful tool for the pastoral care of the parish. It also helps, 
if parishioners are registered, to give permissions for 
sacraments elsewhere etc. If you didn’t have chance to fill 
it out last week, would you please take a moment to fill out 
the card today? They are bright yellow! It should only take 
a few moments. As we plan for the future with the rest of 
the Deanery it will help us to form an accurate picture of 
the parish today. 
One side of the card is your basic information. The other 
side of the card concerns both those ways that you might 
feel able to help in the various activities and needs of the 
parish and, looking towards the Bicentenary in 2028, ideas 
for ways in which we might celebrate this important 
moment in the life of our parish. 
 
 

 

This Friday is the last of the Rorate Caeli Masses at 
6.45am in St John’s. Advent certainly flies! This very 
special Mass is early in the morning, and traditionally it 
is to begin before dawn, in the darkness of the night. 
Advent is about awaiting Christ, the light of the world. 
The Mass is held in candlelight - a prayerful moment of 
advent waiting and preparation. If you haven’t managed 
to get to this Mass, this Friday will be the last chance. 
There will be breakfast following the Mass. After 
expenses any money raised will go to the Crib charity 
this year – Aid to the Church in Need - which comes to 
the help of those beleaguered Catholic communities 
who are suffering from persecution and violence around 
the world. 
SVP CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE - The Parish SVP 
will be holding a Christmas Raffle to win a Luxury 
Hamper.  Tickets will be on sale after the Sunday Masses 
today.  Ticket price £1.00 or 5 tickets for £4.00.  
All proceeds will go directly to our local community in 
need. Draw will take place weekend of the 20th 
December. 
Missio Red Boxes for St John’s – if you have a red box 
that needs emptying could you please bring it to Mass in 
the next couple of weeks and bring to the sacristy so that 
it can be emptied and included in this years total. If you 
need it to be collected, please ring Sue on 07814733170. 
If you no longer want to keep the red box, could you 
please put a note inside.  
Altar Servers pantomime trip on Saturday 17th January 
– ‘Beauty and the Beast’ 6pm at Chipping Norton 
Theatre. Could  parents arrange drop-off and return. 
There is a list in the sacristy for servers to sign up. 
 

Carol Singing in Public: This year BCT will provide a 
popup-style event in which singers with or without 
nativity costumes under their coats will gather in 
specific locations in the pedestrianised parts of the town 
centre. The pop-up events will take place on Saturdays  
13th and 20th December 2025 between 11am and 
1pm.  we will gather initially outside St Mary’s for a 
briefing together. The carols will be ones often 
associated with nativity plays and familiar to the 
general public.   At these events we will hand out leaflets 
inviting people to attend Christmas services and events 
in the churches around town. We have gold chocolate 
coins for children. 
There will be a practice this Wednesday - 17th December 
- from 7:30-9:00pm at The Peoples Church. Everyone is 
welcome to come. 
 

SOUP & A SMILE –Every Tuesday, at 12.30pm in the 
Dupuis Centre. For anyone who would appreciate a 
warm and friendly welcome for a couple of hours. 
 

GOOD GRIEF CAFÉ  - Our  bereavement group meet on 
the first Saturday of every month between 10am and 12 
noon in the Dupuis Centre. For more information, please 
contact Nicola in the parish office. 
 

Christmas Masses at St John’s - 
 Christmas Eve - 5pm (Vigil), Midnight,  
Christmas Day - 8.30am and 11.30am 

Christmas Masses at St Joseph’s – 
Christmas Eve - 7pm Vigil 
Christmas Day – 10am 
Parish Carol Service led by Blessed George Napier 
School – Tuesday 16th December at 7pm. 
 
200 Club  
1st  Prize 89 £133.75 
2nd Prize 123 £80.25 
3rd Prize 101 £53.50 
 
 



  

 

PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
 

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently, 
Particularly Gerhild Osborn, Tony Jubey and David Yerbury 

Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week: 
 

30 Kathleen Waters 2008; George Brocklesby 2005; Alice Marks 1993  
01 Frank Davis 2020; Kathleen Russell 2014; Mary (Jo) August 2007; Winifred McLaughlin 2001; Michael Riley 1995;  

Kathleen Hawtin 1982  
02 Roy Kennedy 2020; Kevin Day 2014; Peggy Adams 2010; Kenneth Hemmings 2010; Con Houlihan 2008;  
 John Heffernan 1992; Nora Oxlade 1987  
03 Jackie Barnes 2021; Theresa Temple 2018; James Amos 2000; Guy Higgs 1995  
04  Maria Chini 2024: William Hardy 2021; James Whelan 2014; Rita Ashdown 2012; Pauline Crockett 2012; Patrick Clarke 

2006; Winifred Boscott 2000; Ena Tindell 1993; James Englishby 1993; Elsie Burton 1985  
05 Thomas Cashman 2000; Mary Ho Swee Chin 1998; Anthony O’Carroll 1993  
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat 
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean 
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Weekly Income 7th December 2025                                      ST JOHN’S                 ST JOSEPH’S  
  

Gift Aid                                        £  135.00                                        £     48.00      
Non – Gift Aid                               £  687.10.                    £  146.95 
Contactless Card                                                                                £  161.00                                        £    35.00 
Poor Parishes                                      £  184.21                                        £    53.46 
October Standing Orders                             £ 2988.00           £  789.00 
Mary’s Meals                                                                                                                                                          £   643.52 

Today’s second collection is for CHRISTMAS FLOWERS. 

Thank you for all your support. 
GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you 
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p 

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
      
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 9.30am – 10.30am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 
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Entrance Antiphon 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed the Lord is near. 

Collect 
O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the 
Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so great a 
 salvation and to celebrate them always with solemn worship and 
glad rejoicing. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
First reading      Isaiah 35:1-6,10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall 
 rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom abundantly 
 and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be 
 given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  
Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not! 
Behold your God will come with vengeance, with their recompense 
 of God. He will come and save you.’ 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf  
unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue 
 of the mute sing for joy. 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Sion with 
 singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
 they shall obtain gladness and joy,  
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
Responsorial Psalm           Ps 146:6-10 
Come, Lord, and save us.  
It is the Lord who preserves fidelity for ever, 
Who does justice to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
The Lord who sets prisoners free.  R/. 
 

It is the Lord who opens the eyes of the blind, 
The Lord who raises up those who are bowed down. 
It is the Lord who loves the just, 
The Lord who protects thew stranger..  R/. 
 
The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow, 
But thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Your God, O Sion, from age to age.  R/. 
 
 
Second reading      James 5:7-10 

Be patient, brothers and sister, until the coming of the Lord. See 
how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being 
patient about it, until it receives the early and late rains. You also, 
be patient. 

Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

Do not grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, so that 
you may not be judged; 

behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 

As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
He has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor  
Alleluia. 
 
Gospel        Matthew 11:2-11 

At that time: 

When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent 
word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to 
come, or shall we look for another?’ 

And Jesus answered them, 

‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: 

the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed 
and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not 
offended by me.’ 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 
John: 

‘What did you go into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken in the 
wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written,  

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare 
your way before you.” 

Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no 
one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’  

 
Prayer over the Offerings 
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we pray, be offered to you 
 unceasingly, to complete what was begun in sacred mystery and 
 powerfully accomplish for us your saving work. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon 
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our God 
will come, and he will save us. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
We implore your mercy, Lord, that this divine sustenance may 
cleanse us of our faults and prepare us for the coming feasts. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Solemn Blessing 
May the almighty and merciful God, 
by whose grace you have placed your faith 
in the First Coming of his Only Begotten Son 
and yearn for his coming again 
sanctify you by the radiance of Christ’s Advent 
and enrich you with his blessing. Amen 

As you run the race of this present life,  
may he make you firm in faith, 
joyful in hope and active in charity. Amen 

So that, rejoicing now with devotion 
at the Redeemer’s coming in the flesh, 
you may be endowed with the rich reward of eternal life  
when he comes again in majesty. Amen 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit,  
come down on you and remain with you for ever. Amen

 


