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 DAY ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

YEAR C    4.00pm Vigil Mass  Mannion Family Intentions 

Sunday 15th December     8.45am Mass  Edward Nosal  RIP 

THIRD SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT 

       10.00am Mass People of the Parish 

   11.15am Mass 
 

Andy McGrath & Family 

Rose/Violet  
   5.00pm Confessions 

   5.30pm Mass Tom O’ Brian & Family 

Monday 16th                      9.30am Mass Mava Tighe RIP 

Advent Feria     
    
 

 

Tuesday  17th                      9.30am Mass  Raymunda Delos Reyes RIP 

Advent Feria   7.00pm BGN Carol Service 
 

 
 

Wednesday 18th                         9.30am Mass Patrick Short 

Advent Feria        

Thursday 19th            9.30am Mass 
 

The Carroll Family, 
 living and deceased 

Advent Feria  10.30am School Mass  Halleran Family Intentions 

Friday  20th                 
 6.45am Rorate Caeli Mass   

   9.30am Mass 
 

Holy Souls  
Desmond McDaid 
 Advent Feria     10.30am Funeral Mass Mary Gammage 

Saturday 21st                10.00am Mass  Pat Bunting Intentions 

Advent Feria Confession 10.30 – 11am   

YEAR C     4.00pm Vigil Mass  Peter Doyle RIP 

Sunday 22nd  December     8.45am Mass     Janina & Jerzy Galeza RIP 

FOURTH SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT 

       10.00am Mass Mulroy & Concannon Families 

    11.15am Mass 
 

Barbara Hole RIP 

Violet  
   5.00pm Confessions 

   5.30pm Mass People of the Parish 

 
Facebook search: 
‘Catholic Banbury’ 

 

 
QR code 

for 
WhatsApp Parish 

Community 
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Three French Hens that have travelled from France 
sustainably. Are you travelling to see family or friends this 
Christmas time? Or are you pushing the boat out and going on 
holiday? Here are some ways to make your transport more 
eco-friendly: Walk or cycle Use public transport where 
possible (enjoy reading a book or watching our favourite film 
on the way) Offset your carbon footprint if you do need to fly. 

Four Birds Calling Out Poor Food Practice. The amount of 
poultry thrown away each year in UK homes is enough to 
make 800 million Boxing Day curries (UK Gov, 2019). During 
the Christmas season: Only buy what you’ll eat Eat up your 
leftovers Buy local produce to reduce food miles Buy food 
without packaging, where possible. Donate to your local food 
bank. 

Five Gold Ring lights (or other assorted Christmas lights). 
Christmas lights give a real festive feeling but as well as the 
cost of turning them on, they also carry environmental 
impacts. Consider setting them on timers to reduce the time 
they’re on for and make sure they’re all more efficient LEDs. 
While you’re at it, why don’t you check if all the lights in your 
home are energy- efficient too. Google the Energy Saving 
Trust for more information. 

Six Geese-a-laying the foundations for the future. "To 
suppose that all problems in the future will be able to be 
solved by new technical interventions is a form of homicidal 
pragmatism, like pushing a snowball down a hill," - Pope 
Francis, 2015 In 2015, Pope Francis warned against placing 
too much hope in carbon capture technologies. We need to act 
now to make real change. 

Seven Swans a swimming in plastic-free waters. Consider 
how you can make your Christmas plastic-free. You could: 
wrap presents without using sellotape buy unpackaged food 
buy presents with minimal packaging make handmade 
decorations instead of buying plastic ones. 

Eight Maids-a-milking Christmas presents a little bit too 
much. Do you love giving and/or receiving presents? Do you 
try to find an excuse to buy everyone under the sun a little 
something? Take a moment to reconsider whether every 
present is necessary. Also investigate some more planet-
friendly options like ethical gifts, charity donations and 
reusable presents that won’t end up in landfill. 

Nine ladies dancing because of climate progress. 
Christmas is a time for rejoicing. And in that spirit here are 
some examples of progress this year: In September, the UK 
became the first G7 country to abandon coal power Glasgow 
is trialing eco-friendly electric wallpaper to heat its ageing 
homes. 6 European countries (including the UK) pledged 
€130 million to protect biodiversity. 

Ten lords-a-leaping into action. Instead or as well as 
giving presents this Christmas, think about how you can 
give your time to charities. You could volunteer for your 
local food bank, a charity shop, your local wildlife trust or 
any other charity of your choice to make a difference in 
your local community. 

Eleven Pipers Piping up on climate injustice. How can 
you speak up for climate justice in 2025? Join marches, 
lobby your MP, sign petitions, talk to friends, family and 
colleagues. But remember, first do some research so you 
know what to say! 

Twelve Drummers Drumming Banging on about their 
New Years’ Resolution. New year, new opportunity for 
new climate-friendly habits. Take some time to consider 
what you can do in 2025 to make an impact on the planet. 
For example, you could monitor how much plastic you use, 
try to eat seasonal foods or make your resolution to learn 
more and read some climate news/fiction every month! 

 

RORATE CAELI – the last of these Advent Masses offered in 
the early morning will be this Friday at 6.45am. Following 
Mass breakfast will be organised by the SVP?? 

THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY was first founded in 
Britain in 1844 following the founding in France of the 
original society by Blessed Frédéric Ozanam in 1833. The 
SVP seeks to show compassion and generosity to those who 
are in real need. It is organised locally, and many parishes 
have groups that seek to bring the compassion of Christ in 
practical and generous ways. The SVP has recently been re 
founded in Banbury and is now developing its work in the 
town. The SVP meets regularly and those who would like 
details of its work, and how to join, can email the parish 
office. 

THE PARISH CHRISTMAS RAFFLE will be drawn after the 
11.15am Mass in the Dupuis Centre today. Do come along. 
You might be a winner! There will also be mince pies and 
mulled wine available. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING envelopes for the priests of the 
parish are available at the back of our churches from today. 

CAROL SERVICES will be held in St John’s by our schools in 
the coming days. 

BLESSED GEORGE NAPIER school will be on Tuesday 17th 
at 7pm 

ST JOHN’S SCHOOL carol service will be on Thursday 19th at 
6pm 

These services are not only for parents and pupils, but all 
parishioners are warmly welcome as we look forward to the 
coming feast. 

FUNERAL SERVICE for Maria Chini will be on Monday 23rd 
of December 1pm at Banbury Crematorium. 

Banbury Christmas Mass Times 
Christmas Eve 

 

6pm Vigil Mass at St John’s 
8pm Vigil Mass at St Joseph’s 
11.30pm Carols at St John’s 
Midnight Mass at St John’s 

 

Christmas Day 
 

8.30am St Thomas, Wroxton 
8.45am Mass at St John’s 
10am Mass at St Joseph’s 
11.15am Mass at St John’s 

 

New Years Day (Mary, Mother of God) 
 

11am Mass with carols followed by Benediction. 

12 DAYS OF A CLIMATE-CONSCIOUS CHRISTMAS –  

A Partridge in a - more environmentally friendly- 
Christmas tree. According to the Carbon Trust, real Christmas 
trees actually have a smaller carbon footprint than artificial 
trees, provided they are properly disposed of. This means 
planting it in your garden, having it chipped by your council or 
using Treecycle. You could also rent a tree that is replanted 
each year, use your old tree as a wildlife hotel in your garden 
or even look into ways to donate your tree to coastal erosion 
management schemes! 

Two Turtle-ly Awesome Doves ways to reuse Christmas 
cards. Have a huge pile of Christmas cards destined for the 
recycling bin? Here is a way to reuse them instead: Cut them 
up and make some new cards or gift tags to use next year. 

 



  

 

PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
 

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently, particularly Patsy Harber,  
Mary Gammage & Maria Chini 

Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week: 
 

15 Helen Bateman 2019; Jeanne Wagstaff 2016; Margaret Statham 2006; Madeleine Primrose 2004; Patrick Diamond 2001; 
Jensen Griffin 2000; Bridget Wrighton 2000; Mary Taylor 1994; Michael O’Neill 1993; Florence Kinsey 1984; Bill Howes 1976  

16 Lynne Mold 2021; Michael Paynton 2017; Ellen Plaice 2014; Maurice Knight 2011; Wilfrid Lock 2006; Margaret Pewsey 2001  
17 Raymunda De Los Reyes 2023; Peter Norton 2012; Doroty Sharp 2002; Mary Price 1985  
18 Ann Hammond 2021; John O’Carroll 2020; Tom O’Neill 2015; Callum Jeycock 2015; Kathleen Miranda 1999; John McAnery 

1994  
19 Elizabeth Woodage 2010; Cecilia Swift 1988; Gertrude Waddoups 1985; Wassil Kllomyjchw 1983  
20 Kathleen Keen 2011; Monica Brocklesby 2006; Pierre Marot 2005; Philip Grimes 2001;  
 Deborah Donovan 2000; James Waddoups 1971 
21 Pamela Loveland 2018; Vida-Marie Chatzidimitriou 2014; Peter Pidduck 2004; Anthony Tuzzio 1991; Monica Wilson  1989; 

Séan, Bridie & Thomas Concannon 1988 (Lockerbie Air Crash) 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Ann Dagger, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, 
Pat Heritage, Roger Johnson, Eileen & Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean Lloyd, Liam Malone,  
Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes,  Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Weekly Income:    8th DECEMBER                    ST JOHN’S                   ST JOSEPH’S 
Gift Aid                                                               £    72.60                                £    45.00  
Non-Gift Aid                                                      £    443.78                  £  311.74 
Contactless Card                                              £   159.00                    £    10.00 
Standing Orders – October                                      £ 3159.00                                £  928.00 

 

Thank you for all your support. 

 

GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the 
tax you have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p  

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
     Gospel Sharing Thursdays 5.00pm (Presbytery) 
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 10.00-11.00 am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 
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Entrance Antiphon 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 
Collect 
O God, who see how your people 
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, 
enable us, we pray,  
to attain the joys of so great a salvation 
and to celebrate them always  
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
First reading           Zephaniah 3:14-18a 

Sing aloud, O daughter of Sion; 
shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter of Jerusalem! 
The LORD has taken away the judgements against you; 
he has cleared away your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
you shall never again fear evil. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
‘Fear not, O Sion; 
let not your hands grow weak. 
The LORD your God is in your midst, 
a mighty one who will save; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness; 
he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 
I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm      Is 12:2-3. 4b-d. 5-6. ℟3 
Shout aloud and sing praise, 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. R/. 

Behold, God is my salvation! 
I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
for the LORD is my strength and my praise, 
and he has been my salvation. 
With joy you will draw water 
from the springs of salvation. R/. 

Give thanks to the LORD, invoke his name; 
make known among the peoples his deeds; 
proclaim that his name is exalted. R/. 

Sing to the LORD for he has wrought wonders; 
let this be known through all the earth. 
Shout aloud and sing praise, you who dwell in Sion, 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. R/. 
 
Second reading      Philippians 4:4-7 

Brothers and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 
say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
he has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
Alleluia. 
 

Gospel                         Luke 3:10-18 

At that time: The crowds asked John, ‘What, then, shall we do?’ 
And he answered them, ‘Whoever has two tunics is to share 
with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do 
likewise.’ Tax collectors also came to be baptised and said to 
him, ‘Teacher, what shall we do?’ And he said to them, ‘Collect 
no more than you are authorized to do.’ Soldiers also asked 
him, ‘And we, what shall we do?’ And he said to them, ‘Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, 
and be content with your wages.’ 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might 
be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, ‘I baptise you 
with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ So 
with many other exhortations he preached good news to the 
people. 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we pray, 
be offered to you unceasingly, 
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery 
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Communion Antiphon 
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
We implore your mercy, Lord, 
that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of our faults 
and prepare us for the coming feasts. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Solemn Blessing 
May the almighty and merciful God, 
by whose grace you have placed your faith 
in the First Coming of his Only Begotten Son 
and yearn for his coming again 
sanctify you by the radiance of Christ’s Advent 
and enrich you with his blessing. 
Amen. 

As you run the race of this present life,  
may he make you firm in faith, 
joyful in hope and active in charity. 
Amen. 

So that, rejoicing now with devotion 
at the Redeemer’s coming in the flesh, 
you may be endowed with the rich reward of eternal life  
when he comes again in majesty. 
Amen. 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son, ℟ and the Holy Spirit,  
come down on you and remain with you for ever.  
Amen. 
 


