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YEAR C

STJOHN'S

STJOSEPH'S

INTENTION

Sunday 16" November 2025

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

4.00pm Vigil Mass

Fr. Caladanso Mazrelo

8.30am Mass

People of the Parish

10.00am Mass

Sue & Henry Allen
Wedding Anniversary

Green

11.30am Mass

Rhea da Costa

Monday 17t

Feria in Ordinary Time

9.30am Mass

Winnie Camilleri RIP

Tuesday 18t

Feria in Ordinary Time

9.30am Mass

Suresh Solomon RIP

Wednesday 19t

Feria in Ordinary Time

9.30am Morning Prayer,
Rosary & Benediction

~NN N

Thursday 20t

Feria in Ordinary Time

6.30pm Mass

Alice Joseph RIP

Friday 21°

Memorial of the Presentation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary

NO MORNING MASS

6.00pm Adoration,
Vespers & Benediction

Saturday 22" November

Memorial of St. Cecilia

NO MORNING MASS

Sunday 23" November

SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

National Youth Sunday

4.00pm Vigil Mass

Nora Burns

8.30am Mass

Leafhead family in Thanksgiving

10.00am Mass

People of the Parish

White

11.30am Mass

Patrick McCarthy Birthday Ints
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WELCOME TO MASS on this Thirty-Third Sunday of the
Year. For those visiting the parish today it is good that you
are with us.

In these last Sundays before Advent the Church asks us to
reflect on the last things - death, judgement, heaven and
hell. It chimes well with this month of November, that as
the leaves fall from the trees, and gardens and parks see its
colours fade, the liturgy asks us to contemplate our own
mortality, and in whom we place our hope.

THE BLESSING OF GRAVES today will be at Hardwick Hill
cemetery. We gather at 2pm, and after a short liturgy we
will bless individual graves and pray for the repose of the
souls of those who lie there.

NEXT SUNDAY is the last Sunday of the Church'’s year, and
the Solemnity of Christ the King. Fr Joseph Balaswamy
will be speaking at Mass about the work of Missio in
supporting the mission of the Church across the world. A
number of you have red boxes to support their work
already, and hopefully more parishioners would like to play
a part in the work of missions.

WROXTON FIRST FRIDAY MASS. It has been good to see
good numbers at this Mass, and from both St Joseph’s and
St John’s. Thanks to those who have provided delicious
sandwiches and cakes....even though itis a Friday! Over the
last three Masses we raised £223.05 towards the
Bicentenary fund.

A group of parishioners recently came together to look at
ways in which we can celebrate the bicentenary, and the
run up to it, which falls in 2028. 1828 was the year the Mass
returned to Banbury, and a small Catholic community once
more began to gather at a makeshift altar in a shop in the
town centre. From that tiny beginning would slowly follow
the building of our churches and schools, the work of
religious sisters, up to the parishes we have today. As such,
it is a significant year that predates much of what we
recognise today. It might seem a long way off, but time goes
quickly. We have begun to look at a Parish Mission with the
Redemptorist Fathers as a time of spiritual renewal in
preparation for the year, and of our mission to be disciples
of the Lord Jesus to bring others to know him. A new history
of the parish is also being written. There might be ways in
which you can contribute to this, and you might have ideas
of ways we can celebrate. Much more will begin to take
shape as the months go by.

RORATE CAELI MASS. This year the Masses will be on
December 5th,12th and19th at 6.45am in St John’s. This is
an ancient tradition of the Advent season where Mass is
offered in candlelight, awaiting the dawn. As such, Mass is
offered ad orientem - towards the East - that the rising sun
is a sign of the coming of the Son of God whom the advent
liturgy bids us to look toward. The texts of the Mass are of
Our Lady in Advent. Last year Mass was followed by
breakfast in the Dupuis Centre, so if there are
individuals/groups willing to help, if they could let Fr Philip
know.

For those forward planning........

Christmas Masses at St John’s - 5pm (Vigil), Midnight,
8.30am and 11.30am.

Christmas Masses at St Joseph’s - 7pm (Vigil) and
10am.

Parish Carol Service led by Blessed George Napier
School - Tuesday 16t December at 7pm.

CONFIRMATION - This year's Parish Confirmation
Programme has begun. Places are now closed. For
Catholics who want their children confirmed the next
opportunity will be when the list reopens in September
2026.

YOUTH GROUP - Junior Group Y6-Y8 - Saturday 22nd
November, Time: 6.30pm-8.30pm at Joseph's Hall
Senior Group - Y9-Y13 - Sunday 23rd November,
Time: 6.30pm-8.30pm at St Joseph's Hall

ADORARE - Family & Youth Adoration, Sunday 23rd
November, Time: 6pm-6.30pm at St Joseph's Church.
Prayer, music & silence in the presence of the Lord. All
most welcome.

NOTICES FROM ST. JOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL -

Dear Parish Family,

Our school community is truly blessed by the support
we share between home, school, and parish. The Parent
Teacher Friends Association (PTFA) plays a big part in
this, helping to bring families together and raise funds
that enrich our children’s learning and faith journey.
We're now looking for new members to join the PTFA.
Whether you can offer ideas, time, or a helping hand at
events, your support will make a real difference.

If you'd like to get involved, please contact the school
office. Together, with Christ at the centre, we can
continue to help our children grow in faith and joy.

We also warmly invite parents and carers who are
considering a place for their child at our school to join
us for our Open Morning on Tuesday 18th November
at 10am. It's a wonderful opportunity to visit our
classrooms, meet our staff and pupils, and see how our
Catholic faith is at the heart of all we do.

All are welcome — please spread the word among
family and friends in the parish. We look forward to
meeting new families and sharing what makes our
school such a special place.

With every blessing,

Mrs McGeehan

Headteacher

ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL is seeking
a fully qualified teacher to teach in Year 1 for two days a
week from January 2026. If you are interested in this
part-time post please contact Clare Smith on
head.3825@st-josephs-banbury.oxon.sch.uk

MARY’S MEALS - £510.18 was raised at the last lunch,
£170 of this was gift aided. This fantastic amount will
feed 26 children for one year. Thank you to all our
supporters and volunteers.

BGN VACANCY - The school are currently recruiting for
a Teacher of Science. Please see the noticeboard for
further information.

SOUP & A SMILE -Every Tuesday, at 12.30pm in the
Dupuis Centre. For anyone who would appreciate a
warm and friendly welcome for a couple of hours.

GOOD GRIEF CAFE - Our bereavement group meet on
the first Saturday of every month between 10am and 12
noon in the Dupuis Centre. For more information, please
contact Nicola in the parish office.

SAVE THE DATE FOR LOURDES 2026 - Make next year
your year to visit Lourdes and be a part of this special
spiritual journey.

We are delighted to announce the dates for the next
Annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes with the Archdiocese of
Birmingham, Monday 25 to Saturday 30 May 2026.

The annual pilgrimage will return to Lourdes under the
leadership of His Grace, Archbishop Bernard Longley
and Bishop David Evans.

You are invited to make initial enquiries about the
pilgrimage via the Lourdes Administrator, Kath White:
admin.lourdes@rcaob.org.uk or call 0121 230 6288.
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Please pray for the dead ...

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently,
Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week:

16  Chris Butler 2015; John Talbot 2015; Mary Walsh 2014; Richard Oxlade 2008; Clive Ward 2006; Anne Davenport 1987;
Wayne Grant 1989

17  George Macleod 2017; Lesley Harris 2012; Kathleen Kenna 2006; Jean Englishby 2003; Bridget Patrick 1999

18 Irene Evans 2016; Patrick O’Keeffe 2012; Mary Ann Gaunt 2006

19 Bill Tower 2009; Joseph Walton 1996; Mary Turner 1992; William Taylor 1984; Marcelle Kellow 1983

20  Gerald Pope 2019; Kerry Wall 2018; Norah Breen 2018; John Keane 2009; Thomas McDonagh 1989

21 Mollie Rowan 2016; Isobel Burke 2016; Catherine Shuttleworth 2013; Dorothy Kimberley 1991; John Almond 1989

22 Mary Buckland 1994

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes ...

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard,
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne,
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer.

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS

Weekly Income: 9" November ST JOHN’S ST JOSEPH’S
Gift Aid £ 123.40 £ 56.00
Non — Gift Aid £ 734.33 £ 164.18
Contactless Card £ 213.33 £ 30.00
September Standing Orders £ 3133.00 £ 1056.00

Next Sunday’s second collection is for THE CATHOLIC YOUTH SERVICE.
Thank you for all your support.
GIFT AID - If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS DONA CARD READER:
St. John'’s: Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am Remember to use our
Adoration Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm contactless card reader for
Baptisms Sunday from 12.30 pm all your donations.
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required Donations can also be
Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) made by scanning the
QR code.
St. Joseph'’s: Adoration Wednesday at 9.30am — 10.30am
Baptisms Sunday at 11.30 am
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required
Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm
Youth Group 37 Saturday, 6.30 — 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7

3" Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above.

PARISH OFFICE  [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday — Thursday, 9.00am — 3.00pm]

Bookkeeper: Catherine Dukes. Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk
Pastoral & Property: Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
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Entrance Antiphon

The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of
affliction.

You will call upon me, and I will answer you,

and I will lead back your captives from every place.

Collect

Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,

the constant gladness of being devoted to you,

for it is full and lasting happiness

to serve with constancy

the author of all that is good.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Malachi 4:1-2a

Behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all
the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that
is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so
that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you
who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with
healing in its wings.

First reading

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 98(97):5-6. 7-8a. 8b-9b. 9cd. @ cf. 9

The LorD comes to judge the peoples with fairness. R/.

Sing psalms to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of song.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn,
raise a shout before the King, the LORD. R/.

Let the sea and all within it thunder;
the world, and those who dwell in it.
Let the rivers clap their hands. R/.

The hills ring out their joy
at the presence of the LORD, for he comes.
He comes to judge the earth. R/.

He will judge the world with justice,
and the peoples with fairness. R/.

2 Thessalonians 3:7-12

Brothers and Sisters: You know how you ought to imitate
us, because we were not idle when we were with you, nor
did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with
toil and labour we worked night and day, that we might
not be a burden to any of you. It was not because we do
not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an
example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we
would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to
work, let him not eat. For we hear that some among you
walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. Now
such persons we command and encourage in the Lord
Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own
living.

Second reading

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.

Straighten up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.
Alleluia.

Luke 21:5-19

At that time: While some were speaking of the Temple,
how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, Jesus
said, ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come
when there will not be left here one stone upon another
that will not be thrown down.” And they asked him,
‘Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the
sign when these things are about to take place?’ And he
said, ‘See that you are not led astray. For many will come
in my name, saying, “I am he!” and, “The time is at hand!”
Do not go after them. And when you hear of wars and
tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take
place, but the end will not be at once.’

Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great
earthquakes, and in various places famines and
pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from
heaven. But before all this they will lay their hands on you
and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues
and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and
governors for my name’s sake. This will be your
opportunity to bear witness. Settle it, therefore in your
minds, not to meditate beforehand how to answer, for I
will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your
adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. You
will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and
sisters, and relatives and friends, and some of you they
will put to death. You will be hated by all for my name’s
sake. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your
endurance you will gain your lives.’

Gospel

Prayer over the Offerings

Grant, O Lord, we pray,

that what we offer in the sight of your majesty

may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon

To be near God is my happiness,
to place my hope in God the Lord.

Prayer after Communion

We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,

that what your Son commanded us to do

in memory of him

may bring us growth in charity.

Through Christ our Lord.



