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YEAR A

STJOHN'S

STJOSEPH'S

INTENTION

Sunday 18" January

SECOND SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

4.00pm Vigil Mass
( Saturday)

Sullivan Family

8.30am Mass

Donald Gillam RIP

10.00am Mass

Gerhild Osborn RIP

Green

11.30am Mass

Bernard Winkler RIP

Monday 19t

Feast of St. Wulstan

9.30am Mass

11am Funeral Service

Ida Crognale RIP

Winifred Donovan

Tuesday 20 9.30am Mass Alice Joseph RIP
Feria in Ordinary Time
9.30am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 21° orning Frayer | . .nn
and Benediction

Memorial of St. Agnes

Thursday 22
Feria in Ordinary Time 6.30pm Mass Norah Waters Birthday Intentions
Friday 23™ 9.30am Mass Eileen & John John RIP

Feria in Ordinary Time

6.00pm - 7.00pm

Adoration & Confessions

Saturday 24"

Memorial of St. Francis de
Sales

10.00am Mass

Confessions 10.30am-
1lam

Tallulah Marshall

Sunday 25" January

THIRD SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

4.00pm Vigil Mass
( Saturday)

Vincent Earls

8.30am Mass

Des Harding RIP

10.00am Mass

Cora Barnard Birthday Intentions

Green

11.30am Mass
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WELCOME TO MASS ON THE SECOND SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME.

A special welcome to anyone visiting the parish today.
For those who are not Catholics - it is good that you are
with us. if you wish, to come for a blessing at the time of
Holy communion you are welcome to do so. For
Catholics who are coming to Holy communion, if you are
receiving the Blessed Sacrament in your hands, itis very
important that you consume the host in front of the
priest or deacon before stepping away.

Ordinary Time is a season that doesn’t have a distinctive
character such as the Christmastide that has just
concluded, and Ordinary Time will continue for the next
four Sundays until the beginning of Lent on February
18th.

Although St Matthew’s Gospel will be our guide as we
contemplate the face of the Lord over this year, today we
begin where we left off last Sunday with John the Baptist
by the River Jordan. In a sense the Epiphany theme
continues as St John unveils the identity of Jesus as he
says to the crowd: ‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world’.

At every Mass we still hear the voice of John as we
approach the altar: ‘Behold the Lamb of God. Behold him
who takes away the sins of the world’.

Behold means to ‘hold in view,” ‘to see’. At the altar John,
from his place at the Jordan, calls us to open our eyes, in
our own day, to the Lord who is same yesterday, today
and for ever, and who is truly present in the Blessed
Sacrament of his love.

The preparation for first Holy Communion and
Confirmation has begun again after the Christmas
break. Itis good to see candidates at Mass before or after
the catechetical session, as this is such an important part
- the most important part — of our preparation for the
sacraments. A big thank you to the catechists for their
dedication in leading the children on the path to the
sacraments.

YOUTH (AND FAMILY) ADORATION of the Blessed
Sacrament will be at St Joseph’s this evening at 6pm.

LOURDES DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE - Monday 25 to
Saturday 30 May 2026. Booking is now open for travel
and accommodation. Birmingham Lourdes Pilgrimage
by Air. 5 nights from £986pp including flights,
accommodation, all transfers in France and meals.
Single Room Supplements apply.

Birmingham Lourdes Pilgrimage by Coach, 4 nights from
£716pp including transport, accommodation and meals.
Single Room Supplements apply. Full details can be
found on the Lourdes section of the diocesan website.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - Your PPC are next
meeting on the 5t Feb. If you have any suggestions,
comments or concerns that you would like to be raised,
please speak to one of the committee members who are,
Roberta Briffa, Benedict Hume, David Burke, Shaju Paul,
Shaun Smith, Marilena Kearns and Nicola Mollard or
email the parish office.

MARY'’S MEALS - The next lunch on Friday 30th
January, is now fully booked, if you are no longer able

to attend, please let Karen Craig know on 07976
591424.

Pope Leo's Prayer Intention for January 2026 -

For prayer with the Word of God
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our
communities, helping us to build a more fraternal
and missionary Church.

ST.JOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL - We are always
looking for ways to enrich the experiences of our
pupils beyond the classroom, and we are hoping
some members of our parish community may be
able to help. We are currently seeking volunteers
who might be willing to run an after-school club for
one hour a week in areas such as gardening, coding,
chess, sewing or knitting. Even if you are only able
to help for a single term, we would be very pleased
to hear from you. All volunteers would need to
undertake a DBS check, which the school will
arrange. If you are interested, or would like more
information, please contact the school office. Your
time and talents could make a real difference to our
children.

BGN SCHOOL are currently recruiting a Teacher of
Maths, For further information and to apply, please
use the following link:
https://mynewterm.com/school/Blessed-George-
Napier-Catholic-School-and-Sixth-Form /141146

CEILIDH DANCE - Friday 27t Feb, 7.30pm - 10pm
at BGN School. For more information see posters at
the back of church.

LUNCH CLUB - Next  date Monday
9th February. Please book your place if you have not
already done so with Marilena 07891 178920.

TRIP TO BUDDY HOLLY at Chipping Norton
Theatre on Saturday 7th March
If you have not already done so, please can you make

full payment asap to Marilena and also send your
menu choices. Tel n0.07891 178920

PARISH SVP GROUP - if you are interested in
joining the local SVP group, please come along to our
next meeting which is on Monday 26t July starting
at 6.30pm in the Dupuis Centre or for further

information please call the SVP number 07395
471662

SOUP & A SMILE -Every Tuesday, at 12.30pm in the
Dupuis Centre. For anyone who would appreciate a
warm and friendly welcome for a couple of hours.
There is no charge to attend.

GOOD GRIEF CAFE - Our bereavement group meet
on the first Saturday of every month between 10am
and 12 noon in the Dupuis Centre.

COFFEE AFTER MASS - After an extended break,
we are hoping to reinstate this event after the
8.30mass at St. John’s every Sunday. Please could
those who have previously volunteered, confirm
that they are still happy to help and new volunteers
contact Nicola in the parish office asap so that we
can put a rota together.
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Please pray for the dead ...
Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently.
Particularly Shirley Baker, Benedetto Di Bratto and Win Donovan.
Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week:

18 Charlotte Rawlings 2001; Gerald Kelly 1987

19 Ida Crognale 2021; Mary Keenan 2015; Joyce Solomon 2015; Gabriel Perez 2013; Joyce Beauchamp 2007; Alan Mates 2004; Bridget
Murphy 1999; Leon Miranda 1995; Julia Needham 1994; Nemesio Oya 1987

20 Rod Ostler 2021; Patrick Cummings 2015; Andre Marron 2010; Kate Blackman 2004; Mary Jeacock 1995; Thomas Morris 1991; Kathleen
Cuttel 1967

21 Mateusz Dabrowski 2024, Ann Blair 2009; Dorothy Parke 2005; Mary Morbey 2005; David Honer 2001; Sheelagh Johnson 2000; Eric
Meadows 1990; Margaret Toole 1990; Keiran O’Donnell 1987; Simon Pape 1980

22 Mateusz Dabrowski 2024; Margaret Cummings 2011; James Houlihan 2007; Robin Sanderson 2001; Isobel Haley 2001; Julia Tustian 2001,
Patricia Witts 1985;

23 Dom Dyfrig Harris OSB 2012; Maura Mangan 2012; Nancy Buttler 2010; Jacqueline Hitching 2009; Harry Forster 1987

24 Monica Lafferty 2018; Philip Hayward 2017; Eileen Hicks 2006; Frederick Cartledge 2005; George Kelly 1983

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes ...

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard,
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne,
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer.

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS

Weekly Income: 11" January 2026 ST JOHN’S ST JOSEPH’S
Gift Aid £ 125.00 £ 79.00
Non-Gift Aid £ 700.24 £ 138.82
Contactless Card £ 332.00 £ 30.00
Standing Orders — October £ 2988.00 £ 789.00

Thank you for all your support.
GIFT AID - If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS DONA CARD READER:
St. John'’s: Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am Remember to use our
Adoration Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm contactless card reader for
Baptisms Sunday from 12.30 pm all your donations.
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required Donations can also be
Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) made by scanning the
QR code.
St. Joseph'’s: Adoration Wednesday at 9.30am — 10.30am
Baptisms Sunday at 11.30 am
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required
Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm
Youth Group 37 Saturday, 6.30 — 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7

3" Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above.

PARISH OFFICE  [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday — Thursday, 9.00am — 3.00pm]

Bookkeeper: Catherine Dukes. Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk
Pastoral & Property: Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
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Entrance Antiphon

All the earth shall bow down before you, O God,
and shall sing to you,

shall sing to your name, O Most High!

Collect

Almighty ever-living God,

who govern all things,

both in heaven and on earth,

mercifully hear the pleading of your people

and bestow your peace on our times.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6

The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant,

Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’

And now the LORD says,

he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,

and that Israel might be gathered to him —

for  am honoured in the eyes of the LORD,

and my God has become my strength —

he says:

‘Itis too light a thing that you should be my servant

to raise up the tribes of Jacob

and to bring back the preserved of Israel;

[ will make you as a light for the nations,

that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’

First reading

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 40(39):2, 4ab. 7-8a. 8b-9. 10. [8a, 9a
Behold, I have come, Lord, to do your will. R/.

[ waited, [ waited for the LORD,
and he stooped down to me;

he heard my cry.

He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God. R/.

You delight not in sacrifice and offering,

but in an open ear.

You do not ask for holocaust and sin offering.
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come.” R/.

In the scroll of the book it stands written of me:
‘I delight to do your will, O my God;
your instruction lies deep within me.” R/.

Your uprightness I have proclaimed
in the great assembly.

My lips I have not sealed;

you know it, O LORD. R/.

Second reading Corinthians 1:1-3

Paul, called by the will of God to be an Apostle of Christ
Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together

with all those who in every place call upon the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us;

to all who did receive him,

he gave the authority to become children of God.
Alleluia.

John 1:29-34

At that time: John saw Jesus coming towards him, and
said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world! This is he of whom I said, “After me
comes a man who ranks before me, because he was
before me.” I myself did not know him, but for this
purpose I came baptising with water, that he might be
revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: ‘I saw the
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it
remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he
who sent me to baptise with water said to me, “He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he
who baptises with the Holy Spirit.” And I have seen
and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.’

Gospel

Prayer over the Offerings

Grant us, O Lord, we pray,

that we may participate worthily in these mysteries,

for whenever the memorial of this sacrifice is
celebrated

the work of our redemption is accomplished.

Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon

You have prepared a table before me,

and how precious is the chalice that quenches my
thirst.

Prayer after Communion

Pour on us, O Lord, the Spirit of your love,
and in your kindness

make those you have nourished

by this one heavenly Bread

one in mind and heart.

Through Christ our Lord.



