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YEAR C

STJOHN'S

STJOSEPH'S

INTENTION

Sunday 20" July

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

4.00pm Vigil Mass

Holy Spirit Thanksgiving

8.30am Mass

Fr. Fred Sheldon

10.00am Mass

Robin Aston RIP

Green 11.30am Mass Mary Marron RIP
Monday 21* 9.30am Mass Karl Reiser RIP
Feria in Ordinary Time
Tuesday 22" 9.30am Mass Special Intention
Feast of St. Mary
Magdalene
Wednesday 237 9.30am Morning Prayer &
Benediction
Feast of St. Bridget
Thursday 24
Feria in Ordinary Time 6.30pm Mass Rosamma Thomas RIP
Friday 25% 9.30am Mass Sr. Mary Mitchell RIP

Feast of St. James

Confessions & Holy Hour
6.00 — 7.00pm

Saturday 26

Memorial of
Ss Joachim & Anne

10.00am Mass

10.30 - 11.30am Confessions
(in the parish office)

Jose T.T. RIP

Sunday 20" July

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

Green

4.00pm Vigil Mass

Anita Higham Thanksgiving

8.30am Mass

People of the Parish

10.00am Mass

Michael Thomason RIP

11.30am Mass

Dennis Mc Carthy RIP
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Today is the 16th Sunday of Ordinary Time - A warm
welcome to all those who are visiting the parish today for
Holy Mass. After the 8.30am and 10am Masses today there
are refreshments available in the hall. You are most
welcome to come along.

Today in the gospel we follow Jesus to the house of Mary,
Martha and Lazarus, and we here of the tension between
Mary and Martha. ‘Martha, Martha, you are anxious and
troubles about many things, but one thing is necessary.’
Martha was too busy doing things to take advantage of
being able to ‘just be’ with Jesus and to spend time with
him. This encounter teaches us much about our lives as
catholic Christians. How is our prayer life? Do we give time
each day to ‘just be’ with the Lord Jesus, or does the
busyness of life, or even the distractions of things like our
phones, push out of our lives the possibility of a deep
encounter with the Lord.

As we ponder today’s gospel, we could do much worse than
ask ourselves whether we give time to sit at the feet of
Jesus, like Martha’s sister Mary, or get swept up with other
things.

Feasts of the Week - Mary Magdalene is celebrated on
Tuesday. Sometimes Mary Magdalene has been confused
with sister of Martha of today’s gospel, or even with the
woman caught in adultery and received mercy form Jesus.

There is no real evidence that this is the same Mary.
However, we do know from the gospels that she was the
object of one of the healings of Jesus (Luke 8:2) and, above
all, that she was a central character in the story of Christs
resurrection, and a witness of this world changing fact to
the apostles themselves.

St James is celebrated on Friday. James was the brother of
one of the patrons of our parish, St John the Evangelist and,
like him, was a fisherman. He was the first of the apostles
to be martyred, being beheaded by King Herod Agrippa L.
He was buried in Jerusalem. In subsequent years his relics
found their way to Spain, and his shrine at Compostela
became one of the major pilgrim routes of the Europe.

Fr Sean Gough - it was good to see a good number
gathering for Mass last Monday on a thankfully much cooler
evening than of late. Thanks to those who helped with the
liturgy, especially our altar server and musicians, and all
those who helped to provide a lovely spread for us to enjoy.

Congratulations to Matthew Williams who was received
into the Church last Sunday. Matthew was part of the group
that met on Friday evenings to explore the Catholic faith.
This group will begin again in October, and adults who are
thinking of becoming Catholics, or adults who are baptized
Catholics but who didn’t receive first communion or
confirmation, or Catholics who just want a brush up in the
faith, will be welcome to come along. It might be a good
opportunity to flag this up to those who have expressed an
interest to you in knowing more about the Catholic faith.

We have now embarked on the ‘summer season.” Some
will have already disappeared on their summer vacation,
and others may be going in the coming weeks. If you are
going away, may you have a blessed time, and come back
rested and refreshed.

The Assumption of Our Lady - This feast falls on Friday
15th August and is a Holy Day of Obligation. As happened
last year there will be a procession in honour of Our Lady

to the presbytery garden following Mass for devotions,
drinks and nibbles.

Talking of Our Lady - todays second collection is for
Stella Maris - the Apostleship of the Sea. Stella Maris is
one of the titles of Our Lady - Star of the Sea - who is the
patron of a special group of people who minister to
seafarers. [ huge amount of the stuff we consume comes
to us by sea, and the crews on these ships can be away
home for months at a time, and many of them are
Catholics. Stella Maris is the largest ship-visiting
network in the world. They seek to improve the lives of
seafarer and fishers through networks of local chaplains
and seafarer centres which offer expert information,
advocacy and spiritual support.

We Believe 25th-28th July - a celebration of Catholic
life celebrating the Jubilee Year. Four days of music,
keynote addresses, conversation and worship - and all
at St Mary's College, Oscott, Details on
www.webelievefestival.com

YOUTHFEST - We had 44 children from Y5 - Y12 join
us for last Sunday's big end of year youth party.
Competitive games and activities ended in a water fight
at the end of the evening!

The kids had great fun and newcomers got to
experience being part of a vibrant youth community.
Thank you to the parents for all the wonderful food &
drink donations for the party.

Youth Ministry - We recommence with our Youth
Groups in September at St Joseph's Church:
Saturday 20th Sept. - Junior Group (Y6-Y8), Sunday
21st Sept. - Senior Group (Y9-Y13). 6.30pm-8.30pm.

Youth Leaders - Thank you to our Parish Youth
Leaders who have worked tirelessly this year- running
youth nights, fundraising, organising community
events like the St David's Day Walk earlier in the year,
accompanying our young people to Diocesan Youth
Events and crucially for being a faith witness to our
young people.

Summer Camp - This Sunday we will be taking 19
young people to the Diocesan Youth Retreat Centre at
Alton Castle. This is an important week for our young
people for fun & faith formation.

Thank You - To all the kind and generous parishioners
of St John's and St Joseph's who have supported us
with our fundraising this year and enabled us to send
our young people to youth events ... THANK YOU!

One of our highlights this year was going to FLAME
at Wembley Arena in March. We had the biggest
number attending FLAME from our Parish in Banbury
out of all the Parishes in the Birmingham Diocese and
our young people were placed next to Archbishop
Bernard Longley and his Secretariart; Fr Dominic
Cosslettin Wembley Arena, London. We have already
earmarked the date for FLAME 2027!! Thank you to the
Banbury Catenians for their monetary donation
towards FLAME 2025.

Family and Youth Adoration - This will recommence
in September. We thank Fr Philip and Deacon Bob

and Deacon Jim for facilitating this new and popular
monthly Devotion for families and young people.
Thank you to lay Chaplain Christian Fitzgerald for
providing the music ministry for this Adoration Service
each month.
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Please pray for the dead ...

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently,
Particularly Mary Sabin.
Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week:

20 Margaret Manning 2007; Robin Elle 2003; Richard Webber 1998; Albert Marshall 1994; Gizella Fabian 1994;
Doris Farrell 1990; Cecil Soden 1986.

21 Elizabeth Forrest 2009; John Farrell 2004; Patrick O’Callaghan 1996; Antonia lley 1994; Paddy D’Arcy 1972

22  Glennys Barlow 2021; Beryl Beer 2017; Harry Hollis 2008; Bridget Keegan 2006

23 Enzo Piselli 2022; Maria Munro 2021; Patricia Davies 1995

24 Kevin Kearns 2023; Mick Nickell 2020; Edmond Quinn 2008; Margaret McGill 1994

25  John McEvoy 2008

26  Dougie Harding 2017; Barry Pope 2013; Aleah Byfield 2005; Peter McDermott 1995

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes ...

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard,
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne,
Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat Heritage,
Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean Lloyd, Liam
Malone, Kevin Quinn, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer.

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS

Weekly Income: 13" July ST JOHN’S ST JOSEPH’S

Gift Aid £ 45.00 £ 69.00
Non — Gift Aid £566.95 £ 202.35
Contactless Card £190.00 £ 50.00
June Standing Orders £ 3043.00 f 1046.00

This weekend’s second collection is for Stella Marris — the Apostleship of the Sea.
Thank you for all your support.
GIFT AID - If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the
tax you have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS DONA CARD READER:
St. John'’s: Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am Remember to use our
Adoration Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm contactless card reader for
Baptisms Sunday from 12.30 pm all your donations.
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required Donations can also be
Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) made by scanning the
QR code.
St. Joseph'’s: Adoration Wednesday at 9.30am — 10.30am
Baptisms Sunday at 11.30 am
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required
Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm
Youth Group 37 Saturday, 6.30 — 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7

3" Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above.

PARISH OFFICE  [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday — Thursday, 9.00am — 3.00pm]

Bookkeeper: Catherine Dukes. Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk
Pastoral & Property: Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
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Entrance Antiphon Ps53:6,8
See, I have God for my help.

The Lord sustains my soul.

[ will sacrifice to you with willing heart,

and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

Collect

Show favour, O Lord, to your servants

and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace,

that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity,

they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

First reading Genesis 18:1-10a

In those days: The LORD appeared to Abraham by the
oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the
heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and looked, and
behold, three men were standing in front of him. When
he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them
and bowed himself to the earth and said, ‘O Lord, if I
have found favour in your sight, do not pass by your
servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, while I bring
a morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves,
and after that you may pass on — since you have come
to your servant.” So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’
And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and
said, ‘Quick! Three measures of fine flour! Knead it,
and make cakes.” And Abraham ran to the herd and
took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young
man, who prepared it quickly. Then he took curds and
milk, and the calf that he had prepared, and set it
before them. And he stood by them under the tree
while they ate. They said to him, ‘Where is Sarah your
wife?’ And he said, ‘She is in the tent.’ The LORD said, ‘1
will surely return to you about this time next year, and
Sarah your wife shall have a son.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 15(14):2-3a. 3b-4b. 5. @1b
O Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain? R/.

Whoever walks without fault;

who does what is righteous,

and speaks the truth from his heart;

whoever does not slander with his tongue. R/.

Who does no wrong to a neighbour,

who casts no slur on a friend,

who looks with scorn on the wicked,

but honours those who fear the Lord. R/.

Who lends no money at interest,
and accepts no bribes against the innocent.
Such a one shall never be shaken. R/.

Second reading Colossians 1:24-28

Brothers and Sisters: Now I rejoice in my sufferings for
your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body —
that is, the Church — of which I became a minister
according to the stewardship from God that was given
to me for you, to make the word of God fully known —
the mystery hidden for ages and generations, but now
revealed to his saints.

To them God chose to make known how great among
the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we
proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone
mature in Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who hold fast to the word of God
in an honest and good heart,

and bear fruit with patience.

Alleluia.

Luke 10:38-42

At that time: Jesus entered a village. And a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her house. And she
had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and
listened to his teaching. But Martha was distracted
with much serving. And she went up to him and said,
‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to
serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord
answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are anxious and
troubled about many things, but one thing is
necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which
will not be taken away from her.’

Gospel

Prayer over the Offerings

O God, who in the one perfect sacrifice

brought to completion varied offerings of the law,

accept, we pray, this sacrifice from your faithful
servants

and make it holy, as you blessed the gifts of Abel,

so that what each has offered to the honour of your
majesty

may benefit the salvation of all.

Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon

The Lord, the gracious, the merciful,
has made a memorial of his wonders;
he gives food to those who fear him.

Prayer after Communion

Graciously be present to your people, we pray, O Lord,

and lead those you have imbued with heavenly
mysteries

to pass from former ways to newness of life.

Through Christ our Lord.



