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YEAR A

STJOHN'S

STJOSEPH'S

INTENTION

Sunday 21 December

4.00pm Vigil Mass

Peter Doyle RIP

2025
FOURTAHDf,lé:_?AY OF 8.30am Mass Edward Nosal RIP
O Oriens 10.00am Mass People of the Parish
Purple 11.30am Mass Mulroy & Concannon families
Monday 22 9.30am Mass Barbara Hole RIP

O Rex Gentium

Tuesday 23™

O Emmanuel

9.30am Mass

Unborn children

Wednesday 24"

Christmas Eve

5.00pm Vigil Mass

11.30pm Carols & Readings
Midnight Mass

7.00pm Vigil Mass

Frank & Cathie Alexander

People of the Parish

Nikki Hince RIP

Thursday 25 8.30am M ftheD 10.00am Mass of the Da
urscay ass orthe Hawn y Marie Hughes RIP
Christmas Day 11.30am Mass of the Day John Leonard RIP
Friday 26" No Mass today

St Stephen. Protomartyr

Saturday 27t

St John the Evangelist

No morning Mass

Sunday 28" December

FEAST OF THE HOLY

4.00pm Vigil Mass

Jenny Kane

FAMILY 8.30am Mass Vincent Jones
10.00am Mass People of the Parish
White 11.30am Mass Carmela, Egon & Bernard Winkler

RIP



http://www.banburycatholicchurches.org.uk/
mailto:stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk

Welcome to Mass! Today is the Fourth Sunday of Lent. The
Advent journey is drawing to a close, and we turn our
minds to the Feast of Christmas, and rejoice in the birth of
Jesus Christ.

Today we light the fourth candle of the Advent Wreath - a
candle that reminds us of those two people who were
absolutely key to the story of our salvation. Today the
gospel tells of Joseph who became the foster father and
protector of Jesus and husband of Mary, and of Blessed
Mary and her ‘yes’ to God’s request that came to her
through the Archangel Gabriel that she would become the
Mother of God made flesh.

The Masses of Christmas.

Modern practice seems to see a good number of people tick
off the Christmas obligation with the Vigil Mass in the late
afternoon or early evening of Christmas Eve. This Mass was
originally seen as part of the preparation for Christmas
rather than Christmas Mass itself (although it does fulfil the
obligation to hear Mass to celebrate Our Lord’s nativity.
The three traditional Masses of Christmas are the Mass of
Christmas Night (sometimes called Midnight Mass), the
Mass of the Dawn and the Mass of the Day. Each of these
Masses have their own liturgical prayers and readings.
The Mass of the Night (usually around midnight) is often
called the Mass of the Angels, for St Luke’s gospel takes us
to the shepherd’s field with its themes of darkness and
light. In the darkness and silence of the night the shepherds
witness the glory of God and the hosts of angels as they are
told of the birth of the Saviour in nearby Bethlehem.

The Mass of the Dawn is often called the Mass of the
Shepherds, for the gospel takes us back to the shepherds
who are plunged once again into darkness and silence, and
they say to one another ‘Let us go over the Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened’ and, as promised, they
find Mary and Joseph and the baby lying in a manger.

The Mass of the Day is often called the Mass of the
Incarnate Word. Here the liturgy gives us the opening
chapter of St John’s Gospel as food for meditation and
understanding. St John unpacks for us the meaning of the
Incarnation, of who this child born in Bethlehem truly is. He
speaks of the Word who is God, and through whom
everything is made, and this Word of God, that at the dawn
of creation said ‘let there be light’ is made flesh, born as one
of us.

Following the Solemnity itself there then follows the Octave
of Christmas with its numerous feast days - St Stephen’s
Day, St John’s Day, the Holy Innocents and St Thomas of
Canterbury. The last day of the Octave is New Years Day in
the civil calendar, but liturgically it is the Solemnity of Mary
the Mother of God. This feast commemorates the main fruit
of the Council of Ephesus in the year 431AD with its
teaching that Mary is truly the Mother of God - as the child
born to her is both fully human and fully divine. It teaches
us who Jesus Christ truly is.

The Christmas season continues through the Epiphany and
ends on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.

In years past the Christmas season would continue until the
40th day after Christmas which is feast of Candlemas or the
Presentation of the Lord. It is customary among many
people and churches to keep up the Christmas Crib until
then.

Looking beyond next Sunday, the Feast of St Thomas of
Canterbury will be observed with Mass at Noon at St
Thomas’s, Wroxton, on Monday 29t December.

On New Years Day Mass will be at St John’s at 11am and

conclude with Benediction as we seek Our Lord’s blessing
on the vear to come.

There will be no Confessions this coming Friday or
Saturday.

SVP CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE DRAW- will take
place today.

All proceeds will go directly to our local community in
need. Draw will take place weekend of the 20th
December.

Missio Red Boxes for St John’s - if you have a red box
that needs emptying could you please bring it to Mass in
the next couple of weeks and bring to the sacristy so that
it can be emptied and included in this years total. If you
need it to be collected, please ring Sue on 07814733170.
If you no longer want to keep the red box, could you
please put a note inside.

Altar Servers pantomime trip on Saturday 17t January
- ‘Beauty and the Beast’” 6pm at Chipping Norton
Theatre.

SOUP & A SMILE -Every Tuesday, at 12.30pm in the
Dupuis Centre. For anyone who would appreciate a
warm and friendly welcome for a couple of hours.

GOOD GRIEF CAFE - Our bereavement group meet on
the first Saturday of every month between 10am and 12
noon in the Dupuis Centre. For more information, please
contact Nicola in the parish office.

Christmas Masses at St John's -
Christmas Eve - 5pm (Vigil), Midnight,
Christmas Day - 8.30am and 11.30am
Christmas Masses at St Joseph’s -
Christmas Eve - 7pm Vigil
Christmas Day - 10am

200 Club

1st Prize 89 £133.75
2nd Prize 123 £80.25
3rd Prize 101 £53.50

Thanks to Fran Alexander who raised £100 for St
Joseph’s with her recycled Christmas card sale.

Parish Registration. Thanks to those who have
completed the parish registration form. There is a
chance to fill one in today if you haven’t done so. It has
been a long time since there has been an up-to-date
record of those who are parishioners at St John’s and St
Joseph’s . This will be such a useful tool for the pastoral
care of the parish. It also helps, if parishioners are
registered, to give permissions for sacraments
elsewhere etc. If you didn’t have chance to fill it out last
week, would you please take a moment to fill out the
card today? They are bright yellow! It should only take
a few moments. As we plan for the future with the rest
of the Deanery it will help us to form an accurate picture
of the parish today.

One side of the card is your basic information. The other
side of the card concerns both those ways that you
might feel able to help in the various activities and needs
of the parish and, looking towards the Bicentenary in
2028, ideas for ways in which we might celebrate this
important moment in the life of our parish.



Please pray for the dead ...

Unfortunately, the anniversary list isn’t available at the moment. At this time of year, as well as praying for those whose
anniversaries occur about this time, we especially remember all our dear ones who have departed this life. There will be
those we have shared many Christmas celebrations with, but are no longer with us. We are, however, united at the altar
where together we worship the Child born for us, the Son given to us.

We seem to give them back to you, O God, who gave them first to us.
Yet as you did not lose them in giving, so we do not lose them by their return.
Not as the world gives do you give. What you give you do not take away.
For what is yours is also ours. We are yours and life is eternal.
And love is immortal, and death is only a horizon, and a horizon is but the limit of our sight.
Lift us up, strong Son of God, that we may see further;
cleanse our eyes that we may see more clearly;
draw us close to yourself that we may know ourselves to be nearer to our loved ones who are with you.

And while you prepare a place for us, prepare us also for that happy place, that where you are we may also be for evermore.

Fr Bede Jarre

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes ...

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard,
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne,
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer.

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS

Weekly Income 7th December 2025 ST JOHN’S ST JOSEPH’S
Gift Aid £ 96.20 £ 81.10
Non — Gift Aid f 655.18. £ 193.30
Contactless Card f 304.50 £ 40.00
Christmas Flowers f 227.84 £ 32.96
October Standing Orders £ 2988.00 £ 789.00

Thank you for all your support.
GIFT AID - If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS DONA CARD READER:
St. John'’s: Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am Remember to use our
Adoration Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm contactless card reader for
Baptisms Sunday from 12.30 pm all your donations.
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required Donations can also be
Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) made by scanning the
QR code.
St. Joseph'’s: Adoration Wednesday at 9.30am — 10.30am
Baptisms Sunday at 11.30 am
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required
Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm
Youth Group 37 Saturday, 6.30 — 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7

3" Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above.

PARISH OFFICE  [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday — Thursday, 9.00am — 3.00pm]

Bookkeeper: Catherine Dukes. Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk
Pastoral & Property: Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
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INTROIT Is. 45:8; Ps. 18:2,6-7
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saviour.

Entrance Antiphon
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain
down the just One; let the earth be opened and bring forth a
Saviour.
Collect

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts,
That we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son
was made known by the message of an Angel,
may by his Passion and Cross
be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
First reading Isaiah 7:10-14
In those days:
The Lord spoke to Ahaz:
‘Ask a sign of the Lord your God;
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.’
But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.’
And Isaiah said, ‘Hear then, O house of David!
[s it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his

name Emmanuel.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 24:1-6
Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.
The Lord’s is the earth and its fulness,

the world, and those who dwell in it.

It is he who set it on the seas;

on the rivers he made it firm. R/.

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?

The clean of hands and pure of heart,
whose soul is not set on vain things. R/.

Blessings from the Lord shall he receive,

and right reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the people who seek him,

who seek the face of the God of Jacob R/.

Second reading Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an Apostle, set apart for
the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his holy
prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was
descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to
be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his
resurrection from the dead; Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations,
including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

And they shall call his name Emmanuel - which means, God is with
us

Alleluia.

Matthew 1:18-24
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.

When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.
And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her
to shame, resolved to send her away quietly. But as he considered
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.’

All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet:

Gospel

‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call
his name Emmanuel’ - which means, God with us.

When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife.

Prayer over the Offerings

May the Holy Spirit, O Lord,

sanctify these gifts laid upon your altar,
just as he filled with his power

the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon
Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be
called Emmanuel.

Prayer after Communion

Having received this pledge of eternal redemption,

we pray, almighty God,

that as the feast day of our salvation draws ever nearer,

so we may press forward all the more eagerly

to the worthy celebration of the mystery of your Son’s Nativity.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Solemn Blessing

May the almighty and merciful God,

by whose grace you have placed your faith

in the First Coming of his Only Begotten Son
and yearn for his coming again

sanctify you by the radiance of Christ’s Advent
and enrich you with his blessing. Amen

As you run the race of this present life,
may he make you firm in faith,
joyful in hope and active in charity. Amen

So that, rejoicing now with devotion

at the Redeemer’s coming in the flesh,

you may be endowed with the rich reward of eternal life
when he comes again in majesty. Amen

And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever. Amen



