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DAY STJOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION
YEAR C 4.00pm Vigil Mass Peter Doyle RIP

Sunday 22nd December
FOURTH SUNDAY

8.45am Mass

Janina & Jerzy Galeza RIP

10.00am Mass

Mulroy & Concannon Families

OF ADVENT
11.15am Mass Barbara Hole RIP
. 5.00pm Confessions
Violet 5.30pm Mass People of the Parish
Monday 23 9.30am Mass Tom, Michelle & Geraldine

O Emmanuel

Mannion

Tuesday 24"

Christmas Eve

6.00pm Vigil Mass

11.30pm Carol Service
12.00pm Midnight Mass

8.00pm Mass of Christmas
Night

Denise & Hugh Holmes & Families
Pat Ostler RIP

People of the Parish

8.30am Mass at St. Thomas’

Ann O’ Sullivan

Wednesday 25
Y 10.00am Mass of the Day People of the Parish
NATIVITY OF THE LORD 8.45am Mass of the Dawn Nikki Hince RIP
Christmas Day 11.15am Mass of the Day Tom Mannion RIP
th
Thursday 26 NO MASS NO MASS
St. Stephen
Friday 27 9.30am Rosary &

St. John the Evangelist

Benediction

Saturday 28%

Holy Innocents

10.00am Mass

Confession 10.30 — 11am

Joyce, Lisa, Sharon & Families

YEAR C

Sunday 29*" December

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS,
MARY & JOSEPH

White

4.00pm Vigil Mass

The Mac Family living & deceased

8.45am Mass

George, Kathleen &
Fr. John Bolland

10.00am Mass

Annie Kearns RIP

11.15am Mass

Vincent Jones

5.00pm Confessions
5.30pm Mass

People of the Parish
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WELCOME TO MASS ON THIS FOURTH SUNDAY OF
ADVENT - Today the Church, through the readings from
scripture, brings our focus to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of our Lord.

Our Lady isn’t just a part of God’s preparation for the coming
of his Son - but absolutely essential to it. Without the
Mother, there can be no Son!

Today’s gospel reading captures the joy of Mary as she
rushes many miles to see her cousin Elizabeth to share her
news after the angels visit. The house of Elizabeth will be the
first house to hear Mary’s ‘Magnificat’ - My soul magnifies
the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my saviour. In her song
she always points us to God - that all good things come from
Him - so she will say ‘for the almighty has done great things
for me, and holy is his name.” As St Bede would remark:
‘Mary attributes nothing to her own merits. She refers all her
greatness to the gift of the One whose essence is power and
whose nature is greatness, for he fills with greatness and
strength the small and the weak who believe in him.’

CHRISTMAS MASS - Over the three churches of Banbury
there will be seven opportunities for us to do what is most
important of all - to come to the altar for Holy Mass and offer
the sacrifice of our redemption. Surely it is one of the
greatest joys and consolations of our faith knowing that the
child before whom the shepherds knelt on Christmas night
is the very same Lord who comes seeking his altar in our
own day. That though separated by time, we kneel before the
same Lord who comes to us as Saviour, and is the same
yesterday, today and forever.

O come let us adore Him. Christ the Lord!

WARDENS FOR CHRISTMAS MASS. Christmas is time when
lots of visitors will pass through the doors of our churches
and, as such, the ministry of welcome is so important.
Because of family obligations many people are away. If you
will be available to help with giving out the carol sheets,
welcoming visitors and doing the collection at Masses - even
if it is something that you don’t usually do -then please let
one of the clergy or the office know.

We remember in our prayers, and congratulate, Lemar
Masasa who today makes his first Holy Communion.

Please note that Mass times and schedules over the
Christmas octave will vary from the usual pattern. Please do
take a newsletter or look at the website.

Envelopes are available at the back of church for the
Christmas offering for the priests of the parish.

RORATE CAELI MASS - [t was good to see a good number of
people attending this Mass as we looked forward to
Christmas. Thanks to all those groups who catered for the
breakfast that followed. It was good to see the breakfast
table crammed! Much appreciated.

ALTAR SERVERS - Would altar servers (and parents)
please make sure that you indicate which Masses you can
serve for Christmas and Eve and Christmas Day.

NEW YEARS DAY AND THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, the
Holy Mother of God. This is the Octave Day of Christmas. As
we begin a New Year the altar is a beautiful and fitting way
to begin it. Mass with carols will be at 11am. Following Holy
Communion there will be a short time of Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament followed by Benediction as we seek the
Lord’s blessing on the year ahead and for all the graces we
will need for its challenges as well as its joys.

Banbury Christmas Mass Times

Christmas Eve

6pm Vigil Mass at St John'’s
8pm Vigil Mass at St Joseph's

11.30pm Carols at St John'’s

Midnight Mass at St]John's

Christmas Day

8.30am St Thomas, Wroxton
8.45am Mass at St John's
10am Mass at St Joseph'’s
11.15am Mass at St John's

New Years Day (Mary, Mother of God)

11am Mass with carols followed by Benediction.

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE. Unfortunately, we don't
have enough pilgrims who have expressed an interest to
make this financially viable. The cost of coach travel has
gone up significantly in recent years and we would need
about 30 pilgrims to make it affordable, but, we were a
few under that. Maybe another year....??

RESULTS OF CHRISTMAS DRAW - winners of any
prizes can be found on the list at the back of the Church
on the Notice Board. Please collect any prizes as soon as
possible from the Parish Office during Office hours 9am-
3pm Tues-Thurs. The Draw made a total of £857.75
once all expenses were deducted. Thank you to all those
who contributed in any way.

MONDAY LUNCH CLUB - The next date is Monday
13th January. Please ensure you have booked your place
with Marilena.

HIGHCLERE CASTLE (DOWNTON ABBEY) - We have a trip
arranged for Wednesday 16" April to visit Highclere
Castle. Entrance to house and Gardens, Coach and two
course meal on return journey is £65.00 pp. If you wish to
book your place, a £20 deposit is required and full payment
by 1°* March 2025. Limited places available. Would this
make an ideal Christmas Gift for someone ? Further details
from Marilena 07891 178920 / mjkearns@hotmail.co.uk

CHRISTMAS STARS - There is still time to dedicate a star
to a loved one. The stars will then be hung on our
Christmas trees. Stars are available at the back of church
for a donation of a £1.

BGN VACANCIES - The school are currently recruiting
for a Teacher of Science and a Teacher of RE ( Maternity
cover) Please see noticeboard or go to the school website
for further information.

BGN FUNDRAISING EVENT - A celebration evening on
Saturday 1st February, dinner and dancing. Tickets are
£35 per head with proceeds going to the Rachel Smith
Memorial Fund & Friends of BGN. Tickets are available
from the school website.

THE PARISH OFFICE is now closed until the 7t January.
Catherine, Christine, Roy & Nicola would like to wish you
all a very Merry Christmas and thank all those who have
volunteered and supported them during this last year.



Please pray for the dead ...

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently,
particularly Patsy Harber, & Maria Chini
Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week:

22 Barbara Hole 2017; Kathleen Strachan 2011

23 Fr Brian Doolan 2019; Marie Woollam 2007; Patricia Alsworth 2003; Patrick Marron 1996; Terrence Byrne 1985

24 Arthur Wagstaff 2014; Ellen Steele 2004; Primrose Giles 1997; Annie Catton 1994;
Margaret English 1987.

25 Betty Phipps 2022; Brian Moore 2008; Miles Nolan 2006; Thomas Ahern 2000; George Hill 1995; Bernard Hutchings 1992;
Dominic Tancred 1985

26 Rob Hoyle 2016; Robert & Lesley Forester 2015; John Carey 2004; Agnes Cox 1992; May Webb 1986

27 Kay Mawle 2011; Thomas O’Shaughnessy 2009

28 John Boscott 2020; Jenny de Bono 2019; John Brennan 2003; Shirley Greasby 1998; John Pratley 1990

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes ...

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard,
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne,
Ann Dagger, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood,
Pat Heritage, Roger Johnson, Eileen & Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean Lloyd, Liam Malone,
Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer.

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS

Weekly Income: 15" DECEMBER ST JOHN'’S ST JOSEPH’S
Gift Aid £ 104.86 £ 68.00
Non-Gift Aid £ 531.40 £ 297.00
Contactless Card £ 191.00 £ 40.00

Standing Orders —
Thank you for all your support.
The collections at all the Christmas Masses are your kind gift to the priests.

GIFT AID - If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the
tax you have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS DONA CARD READER:
St. John'’s: Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am Remember to use our
Adoration Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm contactless card reader for
Baptisms Sunday from 12.30 pm all your donations.
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required Donations can also be
Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) made by scanning the
Gospel Sharing Thursdays 5.00pm (Presbytery) QR code
St. Joseph'’s: Adoration Wednesday at 10.00-11.00 am
Baptisms Sunday at 11.30 am
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required
Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm
Youth Group 37 Saturday, 6.30 — 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7

3" Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above.

PARISH OFFICE  [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday — Thursday, 9.00am — 3.00pm]

Bookkeeper: Catherine Dukes. Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk
Pastoral & Property: Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
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Entrance Antiphon Cf.Is45: 8

Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.

Collect

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,

your grace into our hearts,

that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son

was made known by the message of an Angel,

may by his Passion and Cross

be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

First reading Micah 5:2-5a

Thus says the LORD:

You, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me

one who is to be ruler in Israel,

whose coming forth is from of old,

from ancient days.

Therefore he shall give them up until the time

when she who is in labour has given birth;

then the rest of his brothers shall return

to the people of Israel.

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the
LORD,

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great

to the ends of the earth.

And he shall be their peace.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 80(79):2ac, 3b, 15-16. 18-19. R4

Bring us back, O God;
let your face shine forth, and we shall be saved. R/.

O shepherd of Israel, hear us,
enthroned on the cherubim, shine forth.
Rouse up your might and come to save us. R/.

God of hosts, turn again, we implore;
look down from heaven and see.

Visit this vine and protect it,

the stock your right hand has planted,

the son you have claimed for yourself. R/.

May your hand be on the man at your right hand,
the son of man you have confirmed as your own.
And we shall never forsake you again;

give us life that we may call upon your name. R/.

Second reading Hebrews 10:5-10

Brothers and sisters: When Christ came into the world, he said,
‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have
you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have
taken no pleasure. Then I said, “Behold, I have come to do your
will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.” ’

When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken
pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin
offerings’ (these are offered according to the Law), then he added,
‘Behold, I have come to do your will’. He does away with the first
in order to establish the second. And by that will we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord;
let it be to me according to your word.
Alleluia.

Gospel Luke 1: 39-45

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country,
to a town in Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of
Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And
why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come
to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who
believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to
her from the Lord.’

Prayer over the Offerings

May the Holy Spirit, O Lord,

sanctify these gifts laid upon your altar,

just as he filled with his power the womb of the Blessed Virgin
Mary.

Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be called Emmanuel.

Prayer after Communion

Having received this pledge of eternal redemption,

we pray, almighty God,

that, as the feast day of our salvation draws ever nearer,

so we may press forward all the more eagerly

to the worthy celebration of the mystery of your Son’s Nativity.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Solemn Blessing

May the almighty and merciful God,

by whose grace you have placed your faith

in the First Coming of his Only Begotten Son
and yearn for his coming again

sanctify you by the radiance of Christ’s Advent
and enrich you with his blessing.

Amen.

As you run the race of this present life,
may he make you firm in faith,

joyful in hope and active in charity.
Amen.

So that, rejoicing now with devotion

at the Redeemer’s coming in the flesh,

you may be endowed with the rich reward of eternal life
when he comes again in majesty.

Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, and the Son, ¥4 and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.



