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 YEAR C   ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

Sunday 23rd  November    4.00pm Vigil Mass  Nora Burns 

SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE    8.30am Mass  Leafhead family in Thanksgiving 

National Youth Sunday        10.00am Mass People of the Parish 

White    11.30am Mass 
 

Patrick McCarthy Birthday Ints 

Monday 24th                     
   9.30am Morning Prayer    
& Benediction 

 ~~~~~ 

Memorial of St. Andrew 
Dung - Lac 

      

Tuesday 25th       
   9.30am Morning Prayer    
& Benediction 

~~~~~ 

Feria in Ordinary Time        

Wednesday 26th                                 
   9.30am Morning Prayer, 
Rosary & Benediction 

 ~~~~~ 

Feria in Ordinary Time       

Thursday 27th                                 

Feria in Ordinary Time    6.30pm Mass  Edel & Rosario Fernandes RIP 

Friday 28th                                       9.30am Mass 
  

Paul Galvin RIP 

Feria in Ordinary Time 
  6.00pm Adoration, 
Vespers & Benediction 

   

Saturday 29th November                               10.00am Mass 
     

  Mr Butcher RIP 

Feria in Ordinary Time 10.30am – 11am Confessions      

Sunday 30th   November   4.00pm Vigil Mass  Michelle & David - Thanksgiving 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT     8.30am Mass     Canon Anthony Griffiths 

        10.00am Mass Christine Green RIP 

Violet    11.30am Mass 
 

 
People of the Parish 

 
Facebook search: 

‘Catholic 
Banbury’ 

 

 
QR code 

for 
WhatsApp Parish 

Community 

http://www.banburycatholicchurches.org.uk/
mailto:stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk


 
 

    
 
   

 

TODAY IS THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR 
AND THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING. 
Pope Pius X instituted the feast in response to the rise of 
secularism and anti-clericalism in the early 20th century, and 
the accompanying rise in totalitarian governments. This feast 
reminds us that, whoever may claim absolute power, it is 
truly Christ who is King. One such movement followed the 
Mexican revolution of 1910, and many priests and religious 
were executed during this time, and restrictions were put on 
the freedom of religious worship. In response there was a 
great company of over 50,000 Mexican men who chose to 
fight for their religious freedom. They were called the 
‘Cristeros’, as their motto was Viva Cristo Rey – Long live 
Christ the King! A number of these Cristeros were executed, 
and Viva Cristo Rey were recorded as their final words. The 
novel The Power and the Glory, by Graham Greene, gives a 
poignant flavour of these turbulent years. 
In today’s gospel the authorities holding Jesus believed that 
any claims to kingship was a joke. After all he was in their 
power. It was another one of their prisoners, the thief who 
would become the repentant thief who saw, in the way that 
Jesus approached his Passion, the marks of a true King. ‘Jesus 
remember me when you come into your kingdom’ became his 
famous prayer. 
 

WE WELCOME TO ST JOSEPH’S AND ST JOHN’S FR JOSEPH 
BALASWAMY who will be speaking about the work of Missio 
in supporting the missions in today’s Church. We remember 
in our prayers all those who are engaged in mission, and 
those who support it in so many ways. 
 

A prayer for missionaries 
We adore you, Jesus our Shepherd and our Saviour. 

and we praise and thank you for your living amongst us. 
We ask you to walk beside your missionaries as they seek to 

proclaim your Gospel. 
Cherish, guide and strengthen them; 

help them to be patient when they meet frustrations, and 
encourage them when disappointed. 

Lead them, we beseech you, along the path you desire for 
them, 

for you live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 
Mary, Queen of Apostles, pray for them 

St Joseph, pray for them. 
St Teresa of the Child Jesus, pray for them. 

St Francis Xavier, pray for them. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY WE BEGIN THE SEASON OF ADVENT. This 
is a new liturgical year, and as such we will begin a new cycle 
of readings that chiefly follows St Matthew’s gospel account 
as he unfolds for us the Lord who called him to be an apostle. 
 
 

#RORATE CAELI MASS. This year the Masses will be on 
December 5th,12th and19th at 6.45am in St John’s. This is 
an ancient tradition of the Advent season where Mass is 
offered in candlelight, awaiting the dawn. As such, Mass is 
offered ad orientem – towards the East – that the rising sun 
is a sign of the coming of the Son of God whom the advent 
liturgy bids us to look toward. The texts of the Mass are of 
Our Lady in Advent. Last year Mass was followed by 
breakfast in the Dupuis Centre, so if there are 
individuals/groups willing to help, if they could let Fr Philip 
know. 
 

For those forward planning…….. 
 

Christmas Masses at St John’s - 5pm (Vigil), Midnight, 
8.30am and 11.30am. 
Christmas Masses at St Joseph’s – 7pm (Vigil) and 
10am. 
Parish Carol Service led by Blessed George Napier 
School – Tuesday 16th December at 7pm. 
Advent Penitential Service – Friday 19th December at 
7pm. 
 
 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP - Senior Group - Y9-Y13 – tonight,  
Time: 6.30pm-8.30pm at St Joseph's Hall 
 

ADORARE - Family & Youth Adoration, tonight, Time: 
6pm-6.30pm at St Joseph's Church. Prayer, music & 
silence in the presence of the Lord. All most welcome. 
 

SVP CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE - The Parish SVP 
will be holding a Christmas Raffle to win a Luxury 
Hamper.  Tickets will be on sale after each Mass on the 
weekend of the 6th & 7th Dec.  Ticket price £1.00 or 5 
tickets for £4.00.  
All proceeds will go directly to our local community in 
need. Draw will take place weekend of the 20th 
December. 
 
 

NOTICES FROM ST. JOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL –  
 

Dear Parish Family, 
Our school community is truly blessed by the support 
we share between home, school, and parish. The Parent 
Teacher Friends Association (PTFA) plays a big part in 
this, helping to bring families together and raise funds 
that enrich our children’s learning and faith journey. 
We’re now looking for new members to join the PTFA. 
Whether you can offer ideas, time, or a helping hand at 
events, your support will make a real difference. 
If you’d like to get involved, please contact the school 
office. Together, with Christ at the centre, we can 
continue to help our children grow in faith and joy. 
 

🌟 Job Vacancies at St. John's Primary School 🌟 
We are looking for enthusiastic and dedicated people to 
join our friendly school community! 
Current Vacancies: 
Teaching Assistants (x2) – one 17.5 hours per week 
and one 25 hours per week 
If you are passionate about supporting children’s 
learning and would like to be part of a caring, faith 
centred and vibrant school, we’d love to hear from you. 
For more information and application details, please 
contact the school office on: 01295 263740. Come and 
be part of a team that makes a difference every day! 
 

Mrs McGeehan  
Headteacher 
CHRISTMAS MONDAY LUNCH CLUB - will be held on 
Monday 8th December.  Start time 12.30 till 3.00.  Please 
check you have booked your place as we are now full ! 
 
 

BGN VACANCY – The school are currently recruiting for 
a Teacher of Science. Please see the noticeboard for 
further information. 
 

SOUP & A SMILE –Every Tuesday, at 12.30pm in the 
Dupuis Centre. For anyone who would appreciate a 
warm and friendly welcome for a couple of hours. 
 

GOOD GRIEF CAFÉ  - Our  bereavement group meet on 
the first Saturday of every month between 10am and 12 
noon in the Dupuis Centre. For more information, please 
contact Nicola in the parish office. 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR LOURDES 2026 - Make next year 
your year to visit Lourdes and be a part of this special 
spiritual journey. 
We are delighted to announce the dates for the next 
Annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes with the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham, Monday 25 to Saturday 30 May 2026. 
The annual pilgrimage will return to Lourdes under the 
leadership of His Grace, Archbishop Bernard Longley 
and Bishop David Evans. 
You are invited to make initial enquiries about the 
pilgrimage via the Lourdes Administrator, Kath White: 
admin.lourdes@rcaob.org.uk or call 0121 230 6288. 
 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dst%2Bjohn%2527s%2Bcatholic%2Bprimary%2Bschool%2Bbanbury%26safe%3Dstrict%26client%3Dsafari%26sca_esv%3D50541b30f97a7e32%26channel%3Dmac_bm%26source%3Dhp%26ei%3DObYUaZ2LCp6RhbIP0_mR0Qk%26iflsig%3DAOw8s4IAAAAAaRTESSUK80vX30xEJ77eZDVO_cFVKeOL%26gs_ssp%3DeJwFwUsOQDAQANDYconZiFj1QzqNI7hFp0UJrbSVcHvv1Q3bmCibC-JIvJpa_o4aUSIprQnVoHDir5NyccI4jYSW1Dr3ucARfegyWFN8PHcLd9ovkz7I1sd4AplAT_p-Qlcekw%26oq%3Dst%2Bjohn%2527s%2Bcatholic%2Bprimary%2Bschool%2Bbanb%26gs_lp%3DEgdnd3Mtd2l6IiZzdCBqb2huJ3MgY2F0aG9saWMgcHJpbWFyeSBzY2hvb2wgYmFuYioCCAAyCxAuGIAEGMcBGK8BMgUQABiABDIIEAAYFhgKGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBRAAGO8FMggQABiABBiiBDIIEAAYgAQYogQyCBAAGIAEGKIESKxDUABY4jlwBngAkAEAmAG5AaABsBiqAQQ5LjE5uAEDyAEA-_AOyBwQ3LjIxuAfXGcIHCDAuMy4zMC4xyAeIAQ%26sclient%3Dgws-wiz%23&data=05%7C02%7Cstjohn.banbury%40rcaob.org.uk%7C6004407bd4324b4e921708de27348a73%7Cf594e61c4546432cb248cacae233b935%7C0%7C0%7C638991303777468114%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VeAkJPWYb%2BHsqQsr87QkNDT9KmPrjnNXZnKfAiuJn4A%3D&reserved=0


  

 

PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
 

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently, 
Particularly Gerhild Osborn, Tony Jubey and David Yerbury 

Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week: 
 

23 Vanessa McGonagle; Mike Hullett 2013; Ann Smith 2010; John Willis 1999; Josephine Fineran 2002  
24 Ada Hillier 2018; Iwona Woznicka 2016; Gerard Egan 2013; Brian Kennedy 1998; Jane Arnold 1990; Ernest Smith 1983  
25 Mick O’Donnell 2018; Kieron Jordon 2000; Bridget Kearney 1998; Kate (Kittie) Power 1994; Arthur Walton 1993;  
 Ellen Jones 1989; Judith McNeil 2005  
26 Annie Meadows 2020; Loreta Cugini 2019; Jamie Timlin 2004; Patrick Roche 1996; Peter Lowe 1990  
27 John Lally 2023; Betty Waters 2015; Kenneth Winters 2014; Jane Avenel-Evans 2005; Michael O’Grady 1994  
28 Paul Galvin 2022; Clare Curtis 2014; Sr Elizabeth Dunne 2012; Mary Parson 2010; Lilian Robinson 1993; Michael Tesla 

1991; Perina Pannozzo 1990  
29 Pat Kelly 2018; Edward Chaffe 2011; Denis Rigby 1986  

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat 
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean 
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Weekly Income:       16th November                                       ST JOHN’S                 ST JOSEPH’S  
  

Gift Aid                                        £  95.00                                        £   65.00      
Non – Gift Aid                               £  713.83                             £  185.60 
Contactless Card                               £  138.00                                       £  1045.00 
September Standing Orders                             £ 3133.00          £  1056.00 

 
This Sunday’s second collection is for THE CATHOLIC YOUTH SERVICE. 

Thank you for all your support. 
GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you 
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p 

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
      
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 9.30am – 10.30am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 

 
 

  
 

mailto:safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk


Entrance Antiphon 
 

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and divinity, 
and wisdom and strength and honour. 
To him belong glory and power for ever and ever. 
 
Collect 
 

Almighty ever-living God, 
whose will is to restore all things 
in your beloved Son, the King of the universe, 
grant, we pray, 
that the whole creation, set free from slavery, 
may render your majesty service 
and ceaselessly proclaim your praise. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
First reading                                                      2 Samuel 5:1-3 
 

In those days: All the tribes of Israel came to David at 
Hebron and said, ‘Behold, we are your bone and flesh. In 
times past, when Saul was king over us, it was you who led 
out and brought in Israel. And the LORD said to you, “You 
shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be 
prince over Israel.” ’ So all the elders of Israel came to the 
king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with 
them at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David 
king over Israel. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 122(121):1-2. 3-4a. 4b-5. ℟cf.1 
 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD. R/. 

I rejoiced when they said to me, 
‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. R/. 

Jerusalem is built as a city 
bonded as one together. 
It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the LORD. R/. 

As it is decreed for Israel, 
to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
There were set the thrones for judgement, 
the thrones of the house of David. R/. 
 
Second reading          Colossians 1:12-20 
 

Brothers and Sisters: Let us give thanks to the Father, who 
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints 
in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities — all things were 
created through him and for him. And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the 
head of the body, the Church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
pre-eminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased 
to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by 
the blood of his cross. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! 
Alleluia. 
 
Gospel          Luke 23:35-43 

At that time: The rulers scoffed at Jesus, saying, ‘He saved 
others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his 
Chosen One!’ The soldiers also mocked him, coming up 
and offering him sour wine and saying, ‘If you are the King 
of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an inscription 
over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 

One of the criminals who were hanged there railed at 
Jesus, saying, ‘Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and 
us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving 
the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 
nothing wrong.’ And he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.’ And he said to him, ‘Truly, I 
say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.’ 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
As we offer you, O Lord, the sacrifice 
by which the human race is reconciled to you, 
we humbly pray, 
that your Son himself may bestow on all nations 
the gifts of unity and peace. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon 
The Lord sits as King for ever. 
The Lord will bless his people with peace. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Having received the food of immortality, 
we ask, O Lord, 
that, glorying in obedience 
to the commands of Christ, the King of the universe, 
we may live with him eternally in his heavenly kingdom. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

 

 
 

 


