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Welcome to Mass on this great feast of Pentecost. Pentecost
simply means ‘fiftieth’ and so today is the fiftieth day of Easter.
In origin it was a feast of the Jewish people. On one level, it was
an agricultural festival when farmers brought to the Temple the
first fruits of the new season —both in thanksgiving and in hope
that the coming harvest would be fruitful and plentiful. But on
the level of faith, it also marked the day Moses received the
Sacred Law on Mount Sinai — the gift which would guide them
as God’s chosen people. It was to celebrate this that on
Pentecost day Jerusalem was filled with pilgrims — faithful Jews
who would have gathered from near and far. It would be these
pilgrims who would witness this new Pentecost when from
heaven came, not a written law, but the Spirit of God forming
a new people, and filling the hearts of those fearful apostles
with a message that they and their successors will take to the
ends of the earth.

If you are visiting the parish today, you are most welcome. If
you are visiting today, but aren’t a Catholic, you are very
welcome to come forward for a blessing during holy
communion. If so, place your right hand on your left shoulder,
or simply ask for a blessing, so that the priest or deacon is
aware.

For Catholics receiving holy communion, it is good to remind
ourselves of the careful way the Church asks us to receive the
Holy Sacrament in the document issued by the Holy See
‘Redemptionis Sacramentum’: The faithful should receive
kneeling or standing. There should be an act of reverence where
communion is received standing. Communicants may receive on
the tongue, or hand where permitted. Care should be taken that
it is consumed in the presence of the minister.

If we can all ensure that we do this.

Today is the visit of the Relics of St Edmund Campion to St
John'’s.

6pm - Vespers, Benediction and veneration of the relic and
will include an address by Brenden Thompson on the life of St
Edmund and his witness as a martyr.

St Edmund Campion is one of the English Martyrs who, as a
young man, was seen as a rising star in the new church founded
by Henry VIII in the Act of Supremacy. He himself would take
the oath to the Act during the reign of Elizabeth I. Despite his
ordination as an Anglican deacon, his studies into the early
Church and the Fathers led him to question the authenticity of
state church as truly Catholic, and so saw the reformation as a
rupturing away from the Church founded by Christ on the rock
of St Peter. He left Oxford and would eventually reach Douai
where he was reconciled to the Church and received the
Eucharist. A few years later he was ordained to the priesthood
in Prague, and in time would return to England (disguised as a
jewel merchant) as part of the Jesuit mission. He ministered in
this county, as well as other parts of England. He had an
amazingly effective ministry of just a year before he was
betrayed by a government spy. As he was such an effective
communicator, and had shown such promise, he was offered
freedom and preferment if he recanted. However, he remained
steadfast in the faith. He was condemned for treason and was
hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn. In answer to the
verdict, he said: In condemning us, you condemn all your own
ancestors, all our ancient bishops and kings, all that was once
the glory of England — the island of saints, and the most devoted
child of the See of Peter.

We are looking forward to Deacon lJithin’s ordination to the
priesthood in the Cathedral (July 6™) and his First Holy Mass at
St John’s (July 7t).

Following the First Mass there will be a reception at BGN School
to celebrate this important moment in his life, and the life of
the diocese.

This reception (though not the Mass!) is a ticketed event. To get
free ticket(s) for this special event please email your name(s) to
mass.celebration@gmail.com by June 6™. Tickets will be
available for collection after Sunday Masses at both St Joseph’s
and St John's after this.

Ordination Gift. As a thanksgiving there will be a presentation gift
from his home parish. Jithin has asked for a set of Mass
vestments. There will be a retiring collection for this today.
Alternatively, you could place a donation in an envelope marked
Ordination Gift. Please make any cheques payable to St John the
Evangelist Parish.

The Sacrament of Baptism:

The next preparation meeting for parents wishing to have their
children baptized and brought up in the Catholic Church will be
on June 9™ at 7pm in the Dupuis Centre next to St John’s church.

St John’s grounds working party — Monday 1° of June after the
9.30am Mass. Can you spare an hour or two as part of a team to
keep the church grounds tidy, attend to the lawn and the weeds
etc?

Summer Concert — Sunday June 7" 5pm There will be a concert
of string orchestra music in aid of Bicentenary funds in St John’s
Church. Tickets (on the door) are £15 and include a glass of wine
or fruit juice and nibbles. Under 18’s are free. For more details
contact Sarah stringturnock@gmail.com

Meeting for those involved in catechesis Monday 8" June 7-
8pm in the Dupuis Centre.

Monday Lunch Club — 8™ June. Please book or cancel your place
with Marilena on 07891 178920

Children’s Liturgy leaders meeting for those involved in this
ministry in the deanery. Wednesday 24" June 7.15pm at St
Francis Church, Kenilworth.
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Please pray for the dead ...
Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently — Master Alan Matuszewski
Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes ...

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard,
Peter Barton, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, Sue Davis, Nick
Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat Heritage, Anita
Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean Lloyd, Liam Malone,
Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer.

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS

Weekly Income: 19" April 2026 ST JOHN’S ST JOSEPH’S
Gift Aid £ 123.00 £ 70.00
Non-Gift Aid £605.15 £133.25
Contactless Card £ - £ 98.00
Standing Orders — March £3540.00

Catholic Communications £228.23 f 30.50

Second Collection today - Ordination Gift for Jithin
The contactless card facility at St John’s hasn’t been recorded on the system recently. Hopefully it has now been
sorted.

Thank you for all your support.
GIFT AID - If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p
March 200 Club Winners
1% Prize — 116 £123.75
2" Prize —132 £74.25
3 Prize - £49.50

CONFESSION TIMES DONA CARD READER:
St John’s on Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm and Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am Remember to use our
contactless card reader
Parish Groups and Meetings for all your donations.

Donations can also be

St John’s Church Cleaning Monday 10.00am (following Mass) made by scanning the

QR code.
St John’s Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre)
St Joseph’s Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm
Youth Group 34 Saturday, 6.30 — 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7

3" Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above.

St Vincent De Paul Society — Contact and help - 07761 643449

PARISH OFFICE  The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday & Wednesday, 10.00am —2.30pm
Bookkeeper: Catherine Dukes. Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is tbc; for St Joseph’s,
Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team
can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
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Entrance Antiphon

The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world
and that which contains all things

understands what is said, alleluia.

Collect

O God, who by the mystery of today’s great feast
sanctify your whole Church in every people and nation,
pour out, we pray, the gifts of the Holy Spirit

across the face of the earth

and, with the divine grace that was at work

when the Gospel was first proclaimed,

fill now once more the hearts of believers.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

First reading

Acts 2:1-11
When the day of Pentecost arrived, the Apostles were all together in
one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a
mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested
on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every
nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came
together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing
them speak in his own language. And they were amazed and
astonished, saying, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?
And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians — we hear
them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 104(103):1ab, 24ac. 29b-30. 31, 34. R cf. 30
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth.
Bless the Lord, O my soul!
O Lord my God, how great you are!
How many are your works, O Lord!
The earth is full of your creatures. R/.

You take away their breath, they die,

returning to the dust from which they came.
You send forth your spirit, and they are created,
and you renew the face of the earth. R/.

May the glory of the Lord last for ever!
May the Lord rejoice in his works!
May my thoughts be pleasing to him.

| will rejoice in the Lord. R/.

Second reading

1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13
Brothers and Sisters: No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy
Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there
are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good.
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptised into one body — Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free — and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

Sequence

Veni, sancte Spiritus

Holy Spirit, Lord of Light,

From the clear celestial height
Thy pure beaming radiance give.
Come, thou Father of the poor,
Come with treasures which endure
Come, thou light of all that live!
Thou, of all consolers best,
Thou, the soul’s delightful guest,
Dost refreshing peace bestow
Thou in toil art comfort sweet
Pleasant coolness in the heat
Solace in the midst of woe.

Light immortal, light divine,

Visit thou these hearts of thine,
And our inmost being fill:

If thou take thy grace away,
Nothing pure in man will stay

All his good is turned to ill.

Heal our wounds, our strength renew
On our dryness pour thy dew
Wash the stains of guilt away:
Bend the stubborn heart and will
Melt the frozen, warm the chill
Guide the steps that go astray.
Thou, on us who evermore

Thee confess and thee adore,
With thy sevenfold gifts descend:
Give us comfort when we die
Give us life with thee on high
Give us joys that never end.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia.

Gospel

John 20:19-23
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.” When he
had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending
you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.’

Prayer over the Offerings

Grant, we pray, O Lord,

that, as promised by your Son,

the Holy Spirit may reveal to us more abundantly
the hidden mystery of this sacrifice

and graciously lead us into all truth.

Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and spoke of the marvels of God, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion

O God, who bestow heavenly gifts upon your Church,
safeguard, we pray, the grace you have given,

that the gift of the Holy Spirit poured out upon her
may retain all its force

and that this spiritual food

may gain her abundance of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our Lord.



