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 YEAR C   ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

Sunday 24th  August    4.00pm Vigil Mass  Gwen Ingham 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

   8.30am Mass  Kevin Quinn RIP 

        10.00am Mass Kevin Quinn RIP 

Green    11.30am Mass 
 

Mary Anne Dagger 

Monday 25th                        9.30am Mass  Sr. Mary Mitchell 

Feria in Ordinary Time          

Tuesday  26th                               9.30am Mass Dicky Lee RIP 

Feast of Blessed Dominic  12 Noon Funeral Mass     John Hullett 

Wednesday 27th                              
9.30am Morning Prayer & 
Benediction 

 

Memorial of St. Monica       

Thursday 28th                             

Memorial of St. Augustine    6.30pm Mass  Patrick Lim Senior RIP  

Friday 29th                                   9.30am Mass  
    

Special Intention 

Memorial of the Passion of St. 
John the Baptist 

6.00pm Exposition & 
Confessions 

  

Saturday 30th                               10.00am Mass 
     

 Kate & Colm Collins 

Feria in Ordinary Time 
10.30 – 11.30am Confessions 
      (in the parish office) 

  

   4.00pm Vigil Mass  Kevin Quinn RIP 

Sunday 31st  August     8.30am Mass     Kevin Quinn RIP 

TWENTY – SECOND SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

       10.00am Mass David Brooks RIP 

Green    11.30am Mass 
 

 
People of the Parish 

 
Facebook search: 

‘Catholic 
Banbury’ 

 

 
QR code 

for 
WhatsApp Parish 

Community 

http://www.banburycatholicchurches.org.uk/
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Thank you to all who contributed to the splendid Mass, 
Procession and celebration in honour of Our Lady’s 
Assumption. Special thanks to our musicians and choir for 
their festive singing, for the altar servers for their 
commitment, the Syro-Malabar community for the flowers 
and procession, the Legion of Mary for the cake and nibbles 
afterwards, along with the Catenians for organising liquid 
refreshment! Also, it was great to see so many people which 
made quite a procession! 
 

First Friday Mass at St Thomas, Wroxton, on September 
5th at 12 noon. It would be good to see if there is an interest 
in this to make it part of the monthly timetable. There will 
be coffee and cake following the Mass, and funds raised will 
go to the Bicentenary Fund. The bicentenary of the parish 
will fall in 2028, and a working party has already met to 
discuss things we can do to mark this special moment in the 
history of Catholicism in Banbury. 
 
Feasts and commemorations of the Week 
 

Tuesday: Feast of Blessed Dominic Barberi. Dominic 
was an Italian Passionist priest who spent most of his life 
and ministry in Italy and Belgium. For the last eight years 
of his life he found himself in England – and had a 
providential sense that God wanted him here. He 
established his base at Aston Hall in Staffordshire, and 
there organised the first public procession of the Blessed 
Sacrament since the reformation and won many converts 
to the Church. Despite personal attacks, he was known as 
someone of charity and kindness. It was his privilege to 
hear the confession, and then receive into the Church, John 
Henry Newman who would become one of the most 
significant voices of Christian England, and will soon to be 
declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope Leo XIV. 
 

Wednesday: St Monica. Not a woman who enjoyed an easy 
life! She had to live with a husband – Patricius – who could 
be violent and licentious, and came with a difficult mother! 
Monica eventually won her husband (and mother-in-law) 
around – and not just to her- but to her Lord. Her famous 
son, Augustine, caused not a few tears for her as well. But 
she never lost hope or stopped praying for him, despite his 
apostasy. Her tears were rewarded when Augustine, under 
the guidance of the Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, was baptised, 
and would soon become one of the most significant 
bishops, writers and teachers of the faith in the history of 
the Church. 
Thursday: St Augustine. The son of St Monica – see above. 
We sometimes forget that North Africa was a great centre 
of Catholic faith until the Muslim conquest, and Augustine 
was a product of that vibrant African church first 
established in the 2nd century - being born and raised in 
Thagaste in present day Algeria. Due to the huge amount of 
his writings and sermons – still much read (and being an 
Augustinian Friar, an influence on our new Pope) he was 
proclaimed a Doctor of the Church by Pope Boniface VIII in 
1308. 
 

For adults interested in learning more about the 
Catholic faith - you might wish to become a Catholic, or a 
Catholic who hasn’t received confirmation or first 
communion, or a Catholic just wanting to understand more 
- then there will be meetings on Friday evenings starting on 
the 4th October at 7.15pm in the Dupuis Centre and lasting 
about an hour. If you know someone who might be 
interested – do pass it on! 
 
 
 

 

 

Confirmation 2026 - For those young people wishing 
to be confirmed next year (Year 6 and above) there will 
be a celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Saturday morning on March 14th. For those not being 
prepared in Year 6 in St John’s or St Joseph’s schools you 
can pick up an application form at Sunday Mass on 
September 7th and 14th. There will be a meeting for 
candidates and parents on Saturday 11th October after 
the 4pm Mass. The application form will need to be 
returned at that meeting as the catechists need time to 
prepare. Please do not drop them through the 
presbytery letterbox or leave with parish staff 
beforehand. 
 
First Holy Communion for those not in St John’s or St 
Joseph’s schools. Information will soon be available 
regarding the preparation for this sacrament. Please 
look out for notices in the parish bulletin. 
 

In need of Marriage help? - Summer and Christmas 
holidays are peak times of stress for marriages, but 
support is available. MARRIAGE HELP - Retrouvaille 
helps couples find hope and healing for their marriage.  
Retrouvaille is the name of a programme designed to 
help heal and renew marriages. The word "Retrouvaille" 
simply means "rediscovery". 
The next in-person weekend to be hosted by 
Retrouvaille is 17 -19 October. For more information, 
please call on 07887 296983 or 
info@retrouvaille.org.uk 

2025 Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for The Guild of 
St. Stephen – Saturday 4th October, 12 noon at St. Chad’s 
Cathedral followed by refreshments. We encourage all 
of our altar servers and their families to attend this 
celebration. For catering purposes please inform 
Kathryn Bayliss at guild@rcaob.org.uk  

Volunteers needed at St John’s church –  we have 
been very fortunate in the past to have had a great 
number of volunteers to help with various things in the 
parish but for different reasons the numbers have 
dwindled. We are therefore in need of help in the 
following areas: church flowers, church cleaning, car 
park tidying and Sunday morning coffee. Each of these 
is based on a rota so the commitment is not onerous. 
Please contact Nicola in the parish office for more 
information.   

Invitation from St Mary's College, Oscott - Public 
Tours 
St Mary’s College in Sutton Coldfield is a residential 
training college for young men who have entered into 
the vocation of training to be part of the Catholic 
Priesthood. It has been at its present location since 1838 
and was decorated by the eminent Victorian architect, 
Augustus Welby Pugin. As a residential facility, the 
College is private property and not normally open to the 
public. Tours take place on Wednesdays throughout the 
academic year and cost £17.50 per adult, which includes 
a cup of tea and a slice (or two) of home baked cake. 
Tours begin at 1pm, arrival from 12.30pm and last 
approximately two hours. Booking is now open for the 
next set of tour dates: Wednesdays 1, 15, 29 
October, 5, 12 & 26th November all at 1pm.For more 
information contact the college on 0121 321 5000 or 
enquiries@oscott.org 
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PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
 

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently, 
Particularly John Hullett. 

Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week: 
 

24 Rosemary Higham – Stevens 2024; Mick Hastings 2021; Bernadette North 2013; Richard George 2011; William Nelson 
2003; George Russell 2000; Robert Dilleyston 1996; Antoni Frankiewicz 1984  

25 Timothy O’Connor 1999  
26 Joan Taylor 2021; Anne McKie 2010; Bridget Shand 2003; Mary Burns 1991; Bertha Widdicombe 1990  
27 Peter Mulvaney 2010; Charles Adams 2008; Anthony (John) Vale 2005; Rose Watts 1989  
28 Pete Barnes 2020; Maureen Coady 2015; Noreen Skyte 2003; Samuel Tuzzio 1998; Mary Carolan 1996  
29 Gladys Emmerson 2008; Elizabeth Beaumont 2005; Rev. Francis Toole 2004; Francis Tobin 1991;  
 Cecilia Miller 1985  
30 Don Bell 2015; Donald Bond 2010; Catherine Bowen 2003; Bertha Grant 2002; Eunice Gregory 1992; Josef 

Bartoszewicz 1986; Gladys Sanford 1985 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat 
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean 
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Weekly Income:       17th August                                         ST JOHN’S                       ST JOSEPH’S  
  
Gift Aid                                £ 106.59                                             £   
Non – Gift Aid                       £ 693.89                 £  
Contactless Card                       £132.00                                               £   15.00 
July Standing Orders                         £ 3064.00       £  786.00  
 

Thank you for all your support. 
GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the 
tax you have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p  

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
      
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 9.30am – 10.30am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 
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Entrance Antiphon 
save the servant who trusts in you, my God. 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day 

long. 
 

Collect 
O God, who cause the minds of the faithful 
to unite in a single purpose, 
grant your people to love what you command 
and to desire what you promise, 
that, amid the uncertainties of this world, 
our hearts may be fixed on that place 
where true gladness is found. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

 
First reading              Isaiah 66:18-21 

Thus says the LORD: ‘For I know their works and their 
thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations 
and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my 
glory, and I will set a sign among them. And from them 
I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, 
and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the 
coastlands far away, that have not heard my fame or 
seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among 
the nations. And they shall bring all your brothers 
from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on 
horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and 
on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem,’ says 
the LORD, ‘just as the Israelites bring their grain 
offering in a clean vessel to the house of the LORD. And 
some of them also I will take for priests and for 
Levites,’ says the LORD. 
 
Responsorial Psalm      Ps 117(116):1. 2. ℟ Mark 16:15 

Go into all the world and proclaim the good news. 
R/. 

O praise the LORD, all you nations; 
acclaim him, all you peoples! R/. 

For his mercy has prevailed over us; 
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for ever. R/. 

 
Second reading       Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 

Brothers and Sisters: Have you forgotten the 
exhortation that addresses you as sons? ‘My son, do 
not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be 
weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines 
the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he 
receives.’ It is for discipline that you have to endure. 
God is treating you as sons. For what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline? For the moment 
all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but 

later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to 
those who have been trained by it. 

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen 
your weak knees, and make straight paths for your 
feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint 
but rather be healed. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the way, and the truth, and the life, says the 

Lord. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 
Alleluia. 

 
Gospel        Luke 13:22-30 

At that time: Jesus went on his way through towns and 
villages, teaching and journeying towards Jerusalem. 
And someone said to him, ‘Lord, will those who are 
saved be few?’ And he said to them, ‘Strive to enter 
through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will 
seek to enter and will not be able. When once the 
master of the house has risen and shut the door, and 
you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, 
saying, “Lord, open to us”, then he will answer you, “I 
do not know where you come from.” Then you will 
begin to say, “We ate and drank in your presence, and 
you taught in our streets.” But he will say, “I tell you, I 
do not know where you come from. Depart from me, 
all you workers of evil!” In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in 
the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. And 
people will come from east and west, and from north 
and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 
And behold, some are last who will be first, and some 
are first who will be last.’ 

 
Prayer over the Offerings 
O Lord, who gained for yourself a people by adoption 
through the one sacrifice offered once for all, 
bestow graciously on us, we pray, 
the gifts of unity and peace in your Church. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

 
Communion Antiphon 
The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O 

Lord; 
you bring forth bread from the earth  
and wine to cheer the heart. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Complete within us, O Lord, we pray, 
the healing work of your mercy 
and graciously perfect and sustain us, 
so that in all things we may please you. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

 


