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INTENTION

Sunday 25" January

THIRD SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

4.00pm Vigil Mass
( Saturday)

Vincent Earls

8.30am Mass

Des Harding RIP

10.00am Mass

Cora Barnard Birthday Intentions

Green

11.30am Mass

Vincent Earls

Monday 26

Memorial of Ss Timothy &
Titus

9.30am Mass

Benedetto Di Bratto RIP

Tuesday 27t

Feria in Ordinary Time

9.30am Mass

Philip Hayward RIP

Wednesday 28"

Memorial of St. Thomas
Aquinas

9.30am Morning Prayer
and Benediction

[V LS IV T VT, V]

Thursday 29t

Feria in Ordinary Time

6.30pm Mass

Deceased Hedgecox Family

Friday 30t

Feria in Ordinary Time

9.30am Mass
6.00pm - 7.00pm

Adoration & Confessions

Joseph Camilleri RIP

Saturday 31°

Memorial of St. John Bosco

10.00am Mass

Confessions 10.30am-
1lam

Shirley Baker

Sunday 1* February

FOURTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

4.00pm Vigil Mass
( Saturday)

Stefan in Thanksgiving

8.30am Mass

Gwen Ingham Birthday Ints.

10.00am Mass

People of the Parish

Green

11.30am Mass

Thanksgiving for Jesus Youth in
the UK
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WELCOME TO MASS ON THIS THIRD SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME - A special welcome to those who are
visiting.

It has been lovely to see so many people coming along to
Mass, and lots of families, young people and children.
There is a children’s liturgy at the 10am and 11.30am
Masses conducted by a number of our parishioners. This
is intended for children up to Year 3 when they begin
preparation for first Holy Communion, and we are
grateful for those of our parishioners who lead it.

Today is also called the Sunday of the Word of God -
Having a Sunday which was particularly dedicated to
highlighting the place of the scriptures in the life of the
Church was an initiative of Pope Francis at the end of the
jubilee Year of Mercy.

Archbishop Fisichella of the Dicastery for Evangelisation
in Rome has written about the theme for this Sunday.

“The biblical expression chosen for today is from St Paul’s

letter to the Colossians: ‘The word of Christ dwells among you’

(3:16). What we have received from the Apostle is not a simple
moral exhortation, but the indication of a new way of living.
Paul does not ask that the word be merely listened to or
studied; he wants it to dwell, that is, to take up stable
residence, to shape our thoughts, guide our desires, and make
credible the witness of the disciples. The Word of Christ
remains a sure criterion that unifies and renders fruitful the
life of the Christian community.

After the Holy Year, this motto remains for us a precious
inheritance: an invitation addressed to the whole Church to
place the Gospel once more at the centre, since every true
renewal is born of docile listening to the Word. To welcome it
means allowing ourselves to be accompanied by the One who
does not deceive, because He gives life and hope. To be
inhabited by the Word ultimately means permitting Christ to
speak even today through our lives, so that every person may
recognize His presence, which continues to illuminate the
Jjourney of history.

Every Christian and every community must rediscover the
primacy of the Word of God. Its sincere and profound listening
is an essential path through which human beings encounter
God. When space is given to the Word, each person discovers
that the Word of God dwells in the heart like a seed that, in due
time, sprouts and bears fruit. Indeed, all of us are invited to
nourish ourselves with this daily bread of the word and,
afterwards, to proclaim it to our brothers and sisters, for
proclamation flows from the abundance of the heart,
according to the Gospel saying: ‘from the fulness of the heart
the mouth speaks.’ (Matthew 12:34)

LOURDES DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE - Bookings are now
open for those who would like to be a pilgrim with the
diocese on this annual pilgrimage form Monday 25th to
Saturday 30 May under the leadership of the
Archbishop. After answering the call of Our Lady,
pilgrims find that they receive many graces at the Shrine.
Pilgrims are invited to make initial enquiries about the
pilgrimage via the Lourdes Administrator, Kath White
on admin.lourdes@rcaob.org.uk or call 0121 230 6288.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - Your PPC are next
meeting on the 5t Feb. If you have any suggestions,
comments or concerns that you would like to be raised,
please speak to one of the committee members who are,
Roberta Briffa, Benedict Hume, David Burke, Shaju Paul,
Shaun Smith, Marilena Kearns and Nicola Mollard or
email the parish office.

Pope Leo's Prayer Intention for January 2026 -

For prayer with the Word of God
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our
communities, helping us to build a more fraternal
and missionary Church.

ST.JOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL - We are always
looking for ways to enrich the experiences of our
pupils beyond the classroom, and we are hoping
some members of our parish community may be
able to help. We are currently seeking volunteers
who might be willing to run an after-school club for
one hour a week in areas such as gardening, coding,
chess, sewing or knitting. Even if you are only able
to help for a single term, we would be very pleased
to hear from you. All volunteers would need to
undertake a DBS check, which the school will
arrange. If you are interested, or would like more
information, please contact the school office. Your
time and talents could make a real difference to our
children.

BGN SCHOOL are currently recruiting a Teacher of
Maths, a Teacher of Science and a casual Catering
Assistant. For further information and to apply,
please use the following link:
https://mynewterm.com/school/Blessed-George-
Napier-Catholic-School-and-Sixth-Form /141146

CEILIDH DANCE - Friday 27t Feb, 7.30pm - 10pm
at BGN School. For more information see posters at
the back of church.

LUNCH CLUB - Next  date Monday
9th February. Please book your place if you have not
already done so with Marilena 07891 178920.

TRIP TO BUDDY HOLLY at Chipping Norton
Theatre on Saturday 7t March
If you have not already done so, please can you make

full payment asap to Marilena and also send your
menu choices. Tel n0.07891 178920

PARISH SVP GROUP - if you are interested in
joining the local SVP group, please come along to our
next meeting tomorrow evening (Monday 26t )
starting at 6.30pm in the Dupuis Centre or for

further information please call the SVP number
07395471662

SOUP & A SMILE -Every Tuesday, at 12.30pm in the
Dupuis Centre. For anyone who would appreciate a
warm and friendly welcome for a couple of hours.
There is no charge to attend.

GOOD GRIEF CAFE - Our bereavement group meet
on the first Saturday of every month between 10am
and 12 noon in the Dupuis Centre.

COFFEE AFTER MASS 8.30am mass at St. John’s
every Sunday. Unfortunately we have only had 2
people volunteer for this. Until there are a few
more offers of help we will be unable to resume.
Please contact Nicola in the parish office if you
could spare an hour once a month or so.
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Please pray for the dead ...
Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently.
Particularly Shirley Baker and Benedetto Di Bratto
Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week:

25  William Martin 2009; Thomas Marron 2007; John Reck 2002; Bridget Talbot 1991; Debra Meadows 1984

26 Ralph Crispino 2020; Mary Kilpatrick 2008; Susan D’Ascendis 2004; Vincente Redon 1995; Edward Wilson 1992;
John Coursey 1992; Josephine Marketis 1990

27  Helen Hunter 2015; Patrick Chard 1994; Stanley Withey 1992

28  Tony Lafferty 2019; Maria Draper 2013; Irene Nadin 2007; Matthew Young 1996; Giovannina Di Cuffa 1993;
Louise Skinner 1986

29 Dora Gray 2008; Joseph Tuzzio 2005; Francesco La Capria 1994; Ivy Osbourne 1993; Sam Humphris 1989;
Patrick McLoughlin 1989; lan Boffin 1983

30 Betty Woodward 2017; Joseph Camilleri 2015; Collette Barrett 1986

31 James Kelly 2023; Christopher Piotrowski 2023; Joan Smith 2020; Cilla Soan 2009; Michael Holly 2001; Joseph Hoyle
1988; Henry Elliot 1987; Daniel McGhan 1987; Gladys Kinvig 1986; James Western 1985

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes ...

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard,
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne,
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer.

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS

Weekly Income: 18" January 2026 ST JOHN’S ST JOSEPH’S
Gift Aid £ 110.00 £ 85.00
Non-Gift Aid £ 803.82 £ 136.52
Contactless Card £ 168.00 £ 30.00
Standing Orders — October £ 2988.00 £ 789.00

Thank you for all your support.
GIFT AID - If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS DONA CARD READER:
St. John'’s: Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am Remember to use our
Adoration Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm contactless card reader for
Baptisms Sunday from 12.30 pm all your donations.
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required Donations can also be
Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) made by scanning the
QR code.
St. Joseph'’s: Adoration Wednesday at 9.30am — 10.30am
Baptisms Sunday at 11.30 am
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required
Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm
Youth Group 37 Saturday, 6.30 — 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7

3" Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above.

PARISH OFFICE  [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday — Thursday, 9.00am — 3.00pm]

Bookkeeper: Catherine Dukes. Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk
Pastoral & Property: Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
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Entrance Antiphon

O sing a new song to the Lord;

sing to the Lord, all the earth.

In his presence are majesty and splendour,
strength and honour in his holy place.

Collect

Almighty ever-living God,

direct our actions according to your good pleasure,

that in the name of your beloved Son

we may abound in good works.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Isaiah 9:1b-4

In the former time the Lord brought into contempt the
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter
time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.
You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they
are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his
burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

First reading

Responsorial Psalm Ps 27(26):1.4.13-14.1a
The Lorp is my light and my salvation. B/.

The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?

The LoRD is the stronghold of my life;
whom should I dread? R/.

There is one thing I ask of the LORD,
only this do I seek:

to live in the house of the LORD

all the days of my life,

to gaze on the beauty of the LORD,
to enquire at his temple. R/.

[ believe I shall see the LORD’s goodness

in the land of the living.

Wait for the LORD; be strong;

be stout-hearted, and wait for the LORD! R/.

1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17

[ appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be
no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same
mind and the same judgement. For it has been reported to
me by Chloe’s people that there is quarrelling among you,
my brothers and sisters. What [ mean is that each one of
you says, ‘I follow Paul’, or ‘I follow Apollos’, or ‘I follow
Cephas’, or ‘I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul
crucified for you? Or were you baptised in the name of
Paul? For Christ did not send me to baptise but to preach
the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest
the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

Second reading

Gospel Acclamation Cf. Matthew 4:23

Alleluia, alleluia.

Jesus proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom
and healed every affliction among the people.
Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 4:12-23

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he
withdrew into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and
lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun
and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet
[saiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulun and the land
of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee
of the Gentiles — the people dwelling in darkness have
seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and
shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” From that
time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.’

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,
Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he
said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of
men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him.
And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with
Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called
them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and
followed him.

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom
and healing every disease and every affliction among the
people.

Prayer over the Offerings

Accept our offerings, O Lord, we pray,

and in sanctifying them

grant that they may profit us for salvation.
Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon
Look toward the Lord and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.

Prayer after Communion

Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, receiving the grace

by which you bring us to new life,
we may always glory in your gift.
Through Christ our Lord.



