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 YEAR A   ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

Sunday 26th July 
 
 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 
 
 
Green 

4.00pm Vigil Mass 
(Saturday)             

  Kevin Kearns RIP 

8.30am Holy Mass     Pro Populo 

    10.00am Holy Mass Marie Alexander 

11.30am Holy Mass 
  
  Josie Redmund RIP 

Monday 27th July 
Feria in Ordinary Time 

9.30am Holy Mass   John Breen 

Tuesday 28th July 

Feria in Ordinary Time 
 9.30am Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Wednesday 29th July 
Memorial of Ss Martha, Mary & 
Lazarus 

  
9.30 - 10.30am Morning 
Prayer Adoration & 
Benediction 

 

Thursday 30th July 
Feria in Ordinary Time 

6.30pm Holy Mass  Fr Dennis Mc Gillycuddy 

Friday 31st July 
Memorial of St Ignatius of Loyola 

9.30am Holy Mass 
6.00 – 7.00pm Adoration, 
Vespers & Benediction with 
Confessions 

 Ann Widdecombe RIP 

Saturday 1st August 
Memorial of St Alphonsus Mary 
de’ Ligouri 

10.00am Holy Mass  Private Intention 

Sunday 2nd August 
 
 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 
 
 
Green 

4.00pm Vigil Mass 
(Saturday)             

  Monica Faye 

8.30am Holy Mass     Special Intention 

    10.00am Holy Mass Eileen Shea RIP 

11.30am Holy Mass 
  
  People of the Parish 

 

 



Welcome to Mass on this Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time. If 

you are visiting the parish during this holiday season you are most 

welcome. Please feel free to take this newsletter with you. You will 

find the readings and prayers for the Mass on the back of this 

newsletter. 

Many parishioners are away on their summer holidays, and many 

are still to go. May this quiet season be one of refreshment and 

calm. 

 

Parish Open Meeting. Thanks to all those who were able to come 

last Monday. A special thank you to the members of the Parish 

Finance Committee for all their hard work over the year, and for 

their financial and building work presentations. The members of the 

Finance Committee, in addition to Fr Philip and Deacons Jim and 

Bob, are Alan Marshall (Chair), Matthew Turnock (Treasurer), Brian 

Blanchfield and Prim Herridge. It is important that our finances are 

transparent about how money is spent, as well as  the coming 

challenges we will face as we catch up with the works that need to 

be done on our buildings to keep them both safe, sound  and 

welcoming. 

For those unable to be at the meeting you will find much of the 

information about finances and building needs on the website. 

Thankfully the meeting wasn’t only about money and buildings, and 

so we heard about how sacramental preparation for our young 

people is developing, and we thank Sarah and Marie for presenting 

that – and indeed thank all those who will be involved in the 

catechesis last year and this coming year. 

Finally, we heard about the work of the bicentenary group from 

Sarah Turnock as we look forward to this in 2028, and for the Parish 

Mission which is timed for October 2027. 

 

Many thanks to our grounds and garden team who cleared all the 

weeds in the bed alongside St Johns House which faces the church. 

It was great to see rose bushes, fuchsias and a hydrangea emerge! 

They will meet again tomorrow (Monday) after the 9.30am Mass. 

 

The Assumption of Our Lady – we will be celebrating this lovely 

Summer Feast of Our Lady (transferred to August 16th) with an 

afternoon celebration of Vespers or Evening Prayer at 4pm followed 

by a procession of Our Lady to the presbytery garden and a 

celebration Strawberry Tea. (Tickets for the Strawberry Tea will be 

available next Sunday). 

 

Mary’s Meals – the next gathering will be on Friday 31st July. This 

time it will be jacket potatoes. If you are no longer able to attend 

could you please let Karen Craig know on 07976591424 as soon as 

possible. 

 

St John’s Primary School – is seeking to appoint a new Foundation 

Governor. Being a Foundation Governor is a rewarding opportunity 

to support the leadership and strategic direction of a school while 

helping to promote its Catholic ethos and values. If you have an 

interest in education, and would like to make a positive difference 

to the lives of our children, we would be delighted to hear from you. 

The ‘foundation’ it refers to is the Archbishop and Diocesan 

trustees. It is the special responsibility of these governors to ensure 

the schools compliance with the teaching of the Church, and 

therefore it is only open to practising Catholics. 

If you would like to find out more about the role or express your 

interest, please contact the school office on 01295 263740. 

 

 

Confirmation 2027 

Could those who wish to have their children Confirmed next year 

please return the forms as soon as possible. Parents will be able to 

purchase the Confirmation workbook for £5. All dates for the 

Confirmation Programme are on the form issued at the recent 

meeting. 

 

For adults who  

- want to learn more about the Catholic faith; 

- or have a desire to become a Catholic; 

- are a baptized Catholic, but haven’t made first communion 

and/or Confirmation.  

- a Catholic already, but desire a refresher in the basics of the 

faith 

then it is hoped that we will form a group together in the coming 

weeks. If you could let Fr Philip know if you might be interested in 

this, or send an email to stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk  

There will be an initial information evening on Friday 4th 

September at 7.15pm in the Dupuis Centre (upstairs). 

 

The Next Baptism Meeting for parents wishing for their children to 

be baptized will be Tuesday (4th August) at 7pm in the Dupuis 

Centre. 

 

Going into hospital? If you would like the sacrament of the sick 

before surgery, please have a word with Fr Philip or email the 

presbytery. The Horton Hospital doesn’t have resident chaplains or 

issue lists of Catholic patients, so if you or family members or 

friends would like a visit/ the sacraments whilst in hospital please 

notify the presbytery. 

Patricians – No meetings until September. 

Good Grief Café Bereavement Group will also be having a break 

during the summer. Next meeting Saturday 5th September 10am-

Noon in the Dupuis Center.  A warm and welcoming space for 

anyone living with loss where you can feel understood and 

supported. Contact information Marilena 07891 178920 Nicola 

07795 681226 

 

Lourdes Jumbulance Pilgrimage - have received a request from a 

person in the area who hopes to go on pilgrimage 20th September – 

2nd October. The group are asking for anyone with nursing/carer 

skills who might accompany her. She will require two helpers. At 

present volunteers fundraise or cover their own expenses– however 

the charity may be able to explore funding possibilities if this would 

otherwise be a barrier.  If interested please get in touch with Sarah 

Withington on 01702419128 or 07398518780. 

Safeguarding. If anyone is involved with either children or 

vulnerable adults on behalf of the parish and hasn’t completed a 

DBS could you please contact Debs Picking at the email: 

sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
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Please pray for the dead …, Marie Alexander, Marita Chisholm and Eileen Shea 

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently 
Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week 

26 Dougie Harding 2017; Barry Pope 2013; Aleah Byfield 2005; Peter McDermott 1995   
27 June Simpson 2020; Doreen McNally 2003    
28 Kevin Quinn 2025; Breda Squires 2021; Thomas Connolly 2011; Violet Rhodes 2009; Violet Southam 1992; William Bacon 1989   
29 Margaret O’Brien 1999; Ludwig Wojowicz 1996; Daniel McCarthy 1993; Mary Yeo 1993   
30 Percival Solman 2000; Jerome Kahlhammer 1991; Patrick O’Brien 1988   
31 Gerald Wartho 2010; Thomas Towle 1996 
01 Mary Gibbs 2016; Fernanda Curado 2014; Gill Hayward 2013; Bob Greenway 1994; Alice Hillier 1986;  Herbert Cowley 1983   

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
Please pray for the sick of our Parishes… 

 
Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, Peter Barton,  Douglas Bond ,John Breen, 
Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Genevieve Freedman, Alan Fitchett, 
Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, 
Iris Jean Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 
 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS 

Weekly Income:  ST JOHN’S  ST JOSEPH’S 

Gift Aid £47.50 £39.00 

Non-Gift Aid £594.11 £198.79 

Contactless Card  £25.00 

Standing orders for May: St John’s £3048 St Joseph’s  £784 

 

Thank you for all your support. 

GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider 
completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you 
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 
donation, we will receive another 25p 

DONA CARD READER 

 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader. 
Donations can also be made by 
scanning the  
QR code. 

CONFESSION TIMES 
 

St John’s on  Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm and Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am 

Parish Groups and Meetings 
 
St John’s   Church Cleaning Monday 10.00am (following Mass) 
St John’s Grounds                                     As announced 
St John’s         Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
St Joseph’s   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above            
 

St Vincent De Paul Society – Contact and help  - 07761 643449 

 

PARISH OFFICE      The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday & Wednesday, 10.00am – 2.30pm 
Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           
SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies 
& procedures at all times. The Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Deborah Picking and for St Joseph’s it is Eileen Bristoll.  
They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 
230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.                                    
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Entrance Antiphon 
Cf. Ps 67: 6-7, 36 

God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 
 
Collect 
O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, 
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us 
and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass 
in such a way as to hold fast even now 
to those that ever endure. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
First reading 

1 Kings 3:5-6a, 7-12 
In those days: The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and 
God said, ‘Ask what I shall give you.’ And Solomon said, ‘O Lord my 
God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, 
although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come 
in. And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for 
multitude. Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to 
govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who 
is able to govern this your great people?’ 
 
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to him, 
‘Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life, 
or riches, or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do according to 
your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none 
like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you.’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 119(118):57, 72. 76-77. 127-128. 129-130. ℟97a 
 
O Lord, how I love your law! 
 
You, O Lord, are my portion; 
I have promised to obey your words. 
The law from your mouth means more to me 
than large quantities of silver and gold. R: 
 
Let your merciful love console me 
by your promise to your servant. 
Show me compassion, that I may live, 
for your law is my delight. R: 
 
That is why I love your commands 
more than finest gold, 
why I rule my life by your precepts, 
and hate false ways. R: 
 
Your decrees are wonderful indeed; 
therefore my soul obeys them. 
The unfolding of your word gives light, 
and understanding to the simple. R: 
 
Second reading 

Romans 8:28-30 
Brothers and Sisters: We know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those whom he 

predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, 
and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

Cf. Matthew 11:25 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
you have revealed the secrets of the kingdom to little children. 
Alleluia. 
 
Gospel 

Matthew 13:44-52 
At that time: Jesus said to the crowd: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in 
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that 
he had and bought it. 
 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the 
sea and gathered fish of every kind. When it was full, men drew it 
ashore and sat down and sorted the good into vessels but threw away 
the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 
and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery 
furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
‘Have you understood all these things?’ They said to him, ‘Yes.’ And he 
said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old.’ 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
 
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings 
which we bring from the abundance of your gifts, 
that through the powerful working of your grace 
these most sacred mysteries may sanctify our present way of life 
and lead us to eternal gladness. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon 

Ps 102: 2 
Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and never forget all his benefits. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
We have consumed, O Lord, this divine Sacrament, 
the perpetual memorial of the Passion of your Son; 
grant, we pray, that this gift, 
which he himself gave us with love beyond all telling, 
may profit us for salvation. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
 


