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 YEAR C   ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

Sunday 26th October 2025    4.00pm Vigil Mass  People of the Parish 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME    8.30am Mass  In Thanksgiving 

        10.00am Mass Des Harding RIP 

Green    11.30am Mass 
 

Vanessa Sawers RIP 

Monday 27th                       9.30am Mass  Maximilian Marshall  

Feria in Ordinary Time  5.30pm Reception of Body     Patricia Mold 

Tuesday 28th          9.30am Mass  
Deceased members of the 
Hedgecox Family. 

Feast of Ss Simon and Jude  11.30am Funeral Mass     Patricia Mold 

Wednesday 29th                                 
   9.30am Morning Prayer, 
Rosary & Benediction 

 ~~~~~ 

Feria in Ordinary Time       

Thursday 30th                                 

Feria in Ordinary Time    6.30pm Mass  Adelfa Scott RIP 

Friday 31st                                    9.30am Mass 
   

Susan Marshall 

Feria in Ordinary Time 
6.00pm: Holy Hour  and 
confessions 

   

Saturday 1st November                            
   10.00am Mass 
10.30-11.30am Confessions 

     
  Xavier Marshall RIP 

Feria in Ordinary Time       

Sunday 2nd November 2025   4.00pm Vigil Mass  
Deceased members of the 
Sullivan Family. 

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS     8.30am Mass     Robert Light RIP 

        10.00am Mass People of the Parish 

White    11.30am Mass 
 

 
Pio Santiago RIP 1st anniversary 
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Welcome to Mass. Today is the 30th Sunday of the Year. - 
A special welcome to any visitors to the parish for Mass today. 
It is good that you are here. If you are coming to receive holy 
communion during Mass today, when receiving the host in 
your hand rather than on the tongue, please do so 
immediately before stepping away from the altar. This helps 
to show our reverence for what the holy eucharist is – the 
precious body and blood of the Lord under the form of bread. 
For those who are not Catholics you are welcome to come 
forward for a blessing if you wish. Please simply ask for a 
blessing when you reach the priest or deacon, or alternatively 
when you approach them, place your right hand on your left 
shoulder. The words of the liturgy are on the card available at 
the back of church. 
October – Month of the Holy Rosary. The Pope has 
encouraged us as individuals, families, or groups when they 
meet to pray the rosary for peace during this month. The 
rosary will be said after each of the weekday Masses. 
First Holy Communion preparation for those not in St 
John’s and St Joseph’s schools. Parents can collect a form at 
the end of Mass today if you wish your child to be prepared 
for first holy communion and confession. There will be a 
meeting for parents of candidates at 5pm on Saturday 
15th November. This year the preparation will take place on 
Sunday mornings (during term time) and will begin after the 
8.30am Mass and finish before the 11.30am Mass to enable 
the children to attend Holy Mass – which is an important part 
of their preparation for the sacraments. We are really grateful 
for our catechists who are giving of their time to help the 
children prepare for this special moment in their lives. 
November – month of prayer for the holy souls – will be 
upon us soon.  There will be a Requiem Mass on Saturday 1st 
November at 10am for all those whose funeral rites were 
celebrated in the parish over the last year. 
The Blessing of the Graves will take place at Southam Road 
Cemetery on Sunday 9th November at 2pm, and at Hardwick 
Hill on November 16th at 2pm. 
 Remembrance Sunday also falls on November 9th, and so 
the 8.30am and 10am Masses that day will be Requiem 
Masses for those fallen in war. 
St John’s Cellar/Club. Over a year ago now the cellars were 
badly damaged by flooding that entail extensive renovations. 
This work is, after a number of holdups, about to begin. This 
is, for most, unseen but important work for the health of the 
fabric of the church. It isn’t just a repairing of the damage 
done, which is covered by insurance but works done to 
ensure that such water ingress shouldn’t happen in the 
future. This work is costing £48,000. 
Confessional and Piety Stall. About 2005 the confessional in 
St John’s was altered with the fitting of PVC doors, but as a 
listed building the necessary faculty for this work was not 
received. The Historic Churches Commission (HCC), which 
has statutory oversight over listed buildings of historic 
significance, gave notice for this work to be amended in a way 
that would be sympathetic to the style and nature of the 
building. There was a plan submitted much later in 2023, but 
this was rejected due to the non-compliance of safeguarding 
guidance for such spaces. This was amended and the plans 
were passed some time ago. The works will now commence. 
The  room on the opposite side of the aisle will be remodelled 
to become a repository/piety stall. This is something St John’s 
has lacked for some time, and will hopefully become a source 
of revenue. Work will begin shortly, and the approved 
wooden doors/fittings should be in place after Christmas. 
The cost of this work is just under £50,000 
Saints of the Week; Tuesday - Ss Simon and Jude. Two of 
Our Lord’s apostles. St Jude is also known in Matthew and 
Mark’s gospel as Thaddeus. Judas was his name, but 
shortened to Jude so as not to be confused with Judas the 
traitor. St Simon is sometimes called ‘the zealot’, something 
he would abandon as a follower of Christ. The zealots were a 
Jewish sect espousing extreme Jewish nationalism. Many of 
them would have been described, in today’s parlance,  
terrorists 

 

as terrorists – raiding, killing and attacking foreigners and 
collaborators. St Simon seems a good character to invoke 
in our prayers for an end to terrorism and a seeking after 
peace. 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION – There will be a 
meeting for parents of candidates at St. Joseph’s on the 3rd 
November at 7pm. 
 

HEALING MASS – Saturday 8th November at 11am. 
Following the mass there will be a light lunch in the 
Dupuis Centre which will be catered for by the SVP 
volunteers. All most welcome. 
 
 

Dear Parish Community, As Headteacher of St. John's, 
I’m reaching out to invite you to consider a special 
opportunity to support our school and make a real 
difference in the lives of our children. We are currently 
looking to recruit new school governors people who are 
passionate about education, rooted in faith, and 
committed to helping young people flourish. You don’t 
need to be an expert in education—just someone who 
can bring fresh perspectives, ask thoughtful questions, 
and work as part of a team that supports and challenges 
the school to be the very best it can be. Our governors 
play a vital role in the strategic leadership of the school, 
helping to shape our vision and ensure we uphold the 
Catholic values that guide everything we do. It’s a role of 
great purpose—and one that is deeply rewarding. If you 
are interested, or would like to find out more about what 
the role involves, I’d be delighted to speak with you. 
Please feel free to contact the school office. 
With sincere thanks for your ongoing prayers and 
support. Mrs Claire McGeehan 
 

STARTING ON TUESDAY 4TH NOVEMBER -  

 
 
BGN VACANCIES – The school are currently recruiting for 
Exam Invigilators and an Administrator. Please see notice 
boards for more information. 

 

MARY’S MEALS – Friday 31st October, which is now 
fully booked. If you are no longer able to attend, please 
let Karen Craig know on 07976 591424 asap. 
This month we will be serving delicious soup and 
bread, followed by a hot dessert. 

 
 

 
 



  

 

PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
 

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently, 
Particularly Patricia Mold, Bruce Duncan and Christine Green. 

Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week: 
 

26 John Koenig 2019; Arthur Boss 2012; Henrietta Cardenas 2002; Bridget (Ida) Reilly 2002; Jack Sharpe 1999; 
Christopher Byrne 1993; Mary Walsh 1989; Justin Burrow 1983  

27 Vanessa Sawers 2024, Margaret Purves 2014; Joan Evans 2007; Cecilia Butler 1996; Mary Lannigan 1994; Andrew 
Delaney 1994;  William Murphy 1993; Joseph Scales 1987; Thomas Adkin 1985  

28 Mary Sloane Lawton 2016; Reginald Laville 2007; Stephen McKenna 2006; Phyllis Boraman 2000; Mikolaj Luraszuk 
1994  

29 Mary Willett 1991 
30 Marie-Jeanne Andrews-Serpe 2011; June McNaughton 2007; Eric Tomalin 1999; Andrew C.G. Lim 1998  
31 Patrick McCorkindale 2005; Joseph O’Neil 1989; Louis Hancox 1983  
01 Xavier Marshall 2017; Terence Curtis 2012; John Mortell 2008; Patricia Goode 1993; James Coyle 1997  

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat 
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean 
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Weekly Income:       19th October                                         ST JOHN’S                 ST JOSEPH’S  
  

Gift Aid                                        £  105.00                                       £   37.00      
Non – Gift Aid                               £  719.86                             £  182.21 
Contactless Card                               £  143.00                                       £    35.00  
September Standing Orders                             £ 3133.00          £  1056.00 
Mission Sunday                                                                                 £   211.63                                        £   87.61                   

Next Sunday’s second collection is for THE JOHNSON ASSOCIATION ( retired & infirm clergy). 

Thank you for all your support. 
GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you 
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p 

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
      
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 9.30am – 10.30am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 
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Entrance Antiphon 
 

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; 
turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

 
Collect 
 

Almighty ever-living God, 
increase our faith, hope and charity, 
and make us love what you command, 
so that we may merit what you promise. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

 
First reading   Sirach 35:15b-17, 20-22b 
 

The Lord is the judge, and with him is no partiality. He 
will not show partiality in the case of a poor man; and 
he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged. He 
will not ignore the supplication of the orphan or the 
widow when she pours out her story. He whose 
service is pleasing to the Lord will be accepted, and his 
prayer will reach to the clouds. The prayer of the 
humble pierces the clouds, and he will not be consoled 
until it reaches the Lord; he will not desist until the 
Most High visits him and does justice for the righteous 
and executes judgement. And the Lord will not delay. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 34(33):2-3. 17-18. 19, 23. 
℟7a 
The lowly one called, and the LORD heard him. R/. 

I will bless the LORD at all times, 
praise of him is always in my mouth. 
In the LORD my soul shall make its boast; 
the humble shall hear and be glad. R/. 

The LORD turns his face against the wicked 
to cut off their remembrance from the earth. 
When the just one cries out, the LORD hears, 
and rescues him in all his distress. R/. 

The LORD is close to the broken-hearted; 
those whose spirit is crushed he will save. 
The LORD ransoms the souls of his servants. 
All who trust in him shall not be condemned. R/. 

 
Second reading       2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Beloved: I am already being poured out as a drink 
offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, 
but also to all who have loved his appearing. 

At my first defence no one came to stand by me, but 
all deserted me. May it not be charged against them! 
But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed 
and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued 
from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from 
every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly 
kingdom. To him be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
Alleluia. 

 
Gospel           Luke 18:9-14 
 

At that time: Jesus told this parable to some who 
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
treated others with contempt: ‘Two men went up into 
the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed 
thus: “God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
get.” But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 
even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” I tell you, 
this man went down to his house justified, rather than 
the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 
exalted.’ 

 
Prayer over the Offerings 
 

Look, we pray, O Lord, 
on the offerings we make to your majesty, 
that whatever is done by us in your service 
may be directed above all to your glory. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

 
Communion Antiphon 
 

We will ring out our joy at your saving help 
and exult in the name of our God. 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 

May your Sacraments, O Lord, we pray, 
perfect in us what lies within them, 
that what we now celebrate in signs 
we may one day possess in truth. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
 

 

 


