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 YEAR C   ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

Sunday 27th April    4.00pm Vigil Mass  Eamon Boyle RIP 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER    8.30am Mass  Alex Leonard RIP 

Divine Mercy Sunday        10.00am Mass Teresa O’ Neill 

White     11.30am Mass 
 

People of the Parish 

Monday 28th                 
   9.30am Morning Prayer   
& Benediction  

      

Solemnity of St. George 
   4.00pm Reception of 
Body 

    
Michael Day 

Tuesday  29th                          10.00am Funeral Service  
  

Michael Day 

St. Catherine of Siena          

Wednesday 30th                          
    9.30am Holy Hour for 
Vocations & Benediction 

 

Easter Feria       

Thursday 1st May              
    9.30am Morning Prayer 

& Benediction 
 

St. Joseph the  Worker       

Friday 2nd                                  NO MASS  

Memorial of St. Athanasius 
   6.00pm Holy Hour, 
Vespers & Benediction 

 
 

Saturday 3rd                        
  10.00am Rosary & 
Benediction 

  

Feast of Ss. Philip & James    

YEAR C   4.00pm Vigil Mass  People of the Parish 

Sunday 4th May     8.30am Mass     
Sr. Thérèse O’Neill –  
Diamond Anniversary 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER        10.00am Mass Special Intention 

White     11.30am Mass 
 

 
Alina Shaji 

 
Facebook search: 

‘Catholic 
Banbury’ 

 

 
QR code 

for 
WhatsApp Parish 

Community 

http://www.banburycatholicchurches.org.uk/
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Welcome to Mass. Today is the Octave Day of Easter 
and the Feast of Divine Mercy. The feast of Easter is the 
Queen of Feasts and spills out into the next fifty days. 
Today the Lord reveals himself to ‘doubting Thomas’ 
the last apostle to doubt the resurrection of Christ. Yet 
from his place of doubt, he enunciated with 
tremendous clarity the faith of the Church when he 
declared ‘My Lord and my God.’ 
 

Tremendous thanks to all those who cleaned and 
beautified our churches in preparation for Easter. 
Also, it is right to thank you for your understanding as 
necessity brought us all together in one place for the 
celebration of the Triduum. A number of people said 
how enriching this was, and it was good to see all the 
liturgies of Holy Week rammed! Thanks to those who 
organised, rehearsed, sung and played for the liturgical 
music that enhanced our worship. Finally, thanks to the 
great band of altar servers who rehearsed  each day of 
the Triduum and showed great dedication and 
devotion. 
 

Much in the Church has changed over the last few 
days, as all of you will be well aware. Not many would 
have imagined, as we celebrated the Lord’s 
resurrection last Sunday, that by the Octave Day of 
Easter today, the Pope would have died and been buried 
in the Easter hope of the resurrection.  
 

Our first task, as Catholics, is to pray for the happy 
repose of the Pope’s soul. The mercy of God was a 
recurrent theme in the preaching of the Holy Father, 
and so we pray that he may meet the merciful face of 
the Lord.  
 

All who are entrusted and privileged with the gift and 
exercise of the apostolic ministry - whether in the 
priesthood or its fullness in the episcopate - some 
words of Jesus are always poignant and challenging: 
From everyone to whom much has been given, much will 
be required; and from one to whom much has been 
entrusted, even more will be demanded (Luke 12:48). Let 
us pray for the Pope as he gives an account to the Lord 
of the ministry he has been entrusted with. 
 
The following prayer from the Missal might be a prayer 
you would like to use: 
 
O God, faithful rewarder of souls, 
grant that your departed servant Pope Francis,  
whom you made successor of Peter  
and shepherd of your Church, 
may happily enjoy for ever  
in your presence in heaven 
the mysteries of your grace and compassion, 
which he faithfully ministered on earth. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Following the Papal Funeral, the attention 
unavoidably turns towards the future.  In the Canon 
of the Mass, the Eucharistic Prayer, the absence of 
the Pope’s name is a reminder of the important place 
that the successor of St Peter has at the heart of the 
Church. In the coming days the Cardinals, whose 
task it will be to choose a successor, will be 
summoned to gather in the Sistine chapel, and so 
discern who among them will be best equipped to 
take on the enormous responsibility of being the 
Chief Shepherd of Christ’s flock on earth. This is the 
most important task that they fulfil, and they will 
doubtless be aware of the crucial importance of this 
moment in the life of the Church.  
The Cardinals come from all corners of the world, 
bringing their own insights and ideas of what the 
Church requires of a new Supreme Pontiff. Our task 
is to support them through our prayers, that the Holy 
Spirit may guide them in their deliberations and 
debates, to enable them to choose wisely and well. 
 

O God, eternal shepherd, 
who govern your flock with unfailing care, 
grant in your boundless fatherly love a pastor for 
your Church who will please you by his holiness 
and to us show watchful care. 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

O Lord, guard your people, 
Who rely on the patronage of your apostles Peter 
and Paul, and keep them under your continual 
protection. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, intercede for us. 
 

PATRICIANS -  Friday 2nd May 2025 at 7.00pm, 
Dupuis Centre ( Brabazon Room). Topic: Our Lady of 
Fatima. All Catholics are most welcome to come 
along to this friendly, informative, discussion group 
to grow confidence in talking about our Faith to 
others. Refreshments provided. 
 

GOOD GRIEF CAFÉ – the next date for our 
bereavement support group monthly meeting is on 
Sat 3rd May at 10.00am in the Dupuis Centre.  
 

MONDAY LUNCH CLUB – Monday 12th May. Limited 
places available; to avoid wastage of food and 
money, please can you let Marilena know ASAP if 
you are not able to attend.  We have a waiting list for 
attending this club so to avoid disappointing people 
it would be appreciated to confirm asap your 
attendance. Thank you. 
 

THE FRIDAY NIGHT CATHOLICISM – An 
Introduction Group will next meet up on Friday 16th 
May at 7.00pm. 
 

BGN VACANCY – Please see notice board for details 
of vacancy for English teacher. Closing date: 8th May. 
For further information and to apply, use:  
https://mynewterm.com/school/Blessed-George-
Napier-Catholic-School-and-Sixth-Form/141146 
 
 



  

 

PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
 

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently,  
particularly Des Harding, Michael Day and Bridie O’Connell. 

Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week: 
 

27 Edna Barson 2023; Joe Mee 2016; Edward Gill 2014; Teresa Calvert 2013; Alexandre Andrews-Semple 1997; 
William Stockdale 2004; Giacomina Pace 2004; Sydney Tomkins 2003; Mary Nelson 1994; Reginald Grainger 
1988   

28 Eamon Boyle 2022; Dorothy Jubey 2020; Eileen O’Sullivan 2014; Pamela Rawson 2013; Francesca Thomas; 
Catrina Ashwell 2001; Edward Lawrence 1995; John Mullally 1992; Hilda Bower 1987  

29 Mary Griffin 2018; Bridget Hayes 2001  
30 Wendy Dailly 2016; Bill Gibbs 2014; Denis Pethebridge 2013; David Kirk 2006; Elizabeth Preedy 1994 
01 Rachel Smith 2022; John Brennan 2022; Jamie Smith 2021; June Cullimore 2017; John McLaughlin 2014; Lucia 

Yates 2008; Tyrone Noble 2007; Thomas O’Cleary 2000; Tom Hutchings 1998  
02 Stephanie Tucker 2021; Michael Kearns 2016; James Ferris 1999  
03 Vincent Burns 2019; Walter Breakwell 1989; Leonard Palmer 1986; James Kinsella 1983  
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat Heritage, 
Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean Lloyd, Liam Malone,  Anne 
Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Weekly Income:                                                         ST JOHN’S                       ST JOSEPH’S    
                                                                                
 
 
          

Thank you for all your support. 

GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the 
tax you have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p  

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
     Gospel Sharing Thursdays 6.00pm (Presbytery) 
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 10.00-11.00 am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 
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Collect 
God of everlasting mercy, who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast 
kindle the faith of the people you have made your own, 
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed, 
that all may grasp and rightly understand 
in what font they have been washed, 
by whose Spirit they have been reborn, 
by whose Blood they have been redeemed. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

 
First reading            Acts 5:12-16 

Many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the 
hands of the Apostles. And they were all together in the Solomon’s Portico. 
None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 
And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both 
men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and 
laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might 
fall on some of them. The people also gathered from the towns round 
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they 
were all healed. 

 
Responsorial Psalm          Ps 118(117):2-4. 22-24. 25-27a. ℟1 
Give praise to the LORD for he is good, his mercy endures for ever. R/. 

Let the house of Israel say, 
‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 
Let the house of Aaron say, 
‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 
Let those who fear the LORD say, 
‘His mercy endures for ever.’ R/. 

The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This is the day the LORD has made; 
let us rejoice in it and be glad. R/. 

We beseech you, O LORD, grant salvation; 
we beseech you, O LORD, grant success. 
Blest is he who comes 
in the name of the LORD. 
We bless you from the house of the LORD; 
the LORD is God, and has given us light. R/. 

 
Second reading            Revelation 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 

I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the 
patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on 
account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, 
‘Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches.’ 

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I 
saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like a 
son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash round his chest. 
When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand 
on me, saying, ‘Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, 
and behold I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 
Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that 
are to take place after this.’ 
 
Sequence              Victimae Paschali Laudes 
 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice and praise. 
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; and Christ, the undefiled, 
hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 
Death with life contended: combat strangely ended! 
Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign. 
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the way. 
The tomb the Living did enclose; I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! 
The angels there attesting; shroud with grave-clothes resting. 
Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you into Galilee. 

That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know.  
Victorious king, thy mercy show! 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
You believed, Thomas, because you have seen me, says the Lord. 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. 
Alleluia. 

 
Gospel           John 20:19-31 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ When he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, even so I am sending you.’ And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from 
any, it is withheld.’ 

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord’. But he 
said to them, ‘Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my 
finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never 
believe.’ 

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, 
and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 
disbelieve, but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 
not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life 
in his name. 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the oblations of your people 
(and of those you have brought to new birth), 
that, renewed by confession of your name and by Baptism, 
they may attain unending happiness. Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Communion Antiphon 
Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, 
and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that our reception of this paschal Sacrament 
may have a continuing effect 
in our minds and hearts. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Solemn Blessing 
May almighty God bless you 
through today’s Easter Solemnity 
and, in his compassion, 
defend you from every assault of sin. 
Amen. 

And may he, who restores you to eternal life 
in the Resurrection of his Only Begotten, 
endow you with the prize of immortality. 
Amen. 

Now that the days of the Lord’s Passion have drawn to a close, 
may you who celebrate the gladness of the Paschal Feast 
come with Christ’s help, and exulting in spirit, 
to those feasts that are celebrated in eternal joy. 
Amen. 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain with you for ever. 
Amen. 

 
 


