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 DAY ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

YEAR C    4.00pm Vigil Mass  James Mulroy RIP 

SUNDAY 30TH MARCH    8.45am Mass  People of the Parish 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT        10.00am Mass Cathie & Frank Alexander 

   11.15am Mass 
 

Kevin Nolan RIP 

Rose/Violet  
   5.00pm Confessions 

   5.30pm Mass James Smethurst 

Monday 31st                       
    9.30am Rosary &         
Benediction 

 

Lent Feria   11.00am Funeral Service     Margaret Monaghan 

Tuesday  1st                         9.30am Mass   Alice Joseph RIP 

Lent Feria     
 

 
 

Wednesday 2nd                             9.30am Mass Chris White RIP 

Lent Feria 
    
 

 
 

Thursday 3rd               9.30am Mass 
 

No Intention 

Lent Feria        

Friday 4th                          
    

   9.30am Mass No Intention 

Lent Feria  
6.00pm Stations of the 
Cross & Confession  

 
 

Saturday 5th                       
  10.00am Mass with       
Confirmation 

 
Priests, Deacons past & present  
& Seminarians 

Lent Feria Confession 10.30 – 11am   

YEAR C     4.00pm Vigil Mass  Supriya Almeida RIP 

  
8.30am St. Thomas’ 
Wroxton 

Barry Taylor 

SUNDAY 6TH APRIL     8.45am Mass     People of the Parish 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT        10.00am Mass Rita Walton 

  
   11.15am Mass  

4.45pm Stations of the Cross 

 

Carol Cooper RIP 

Violet  
Confessions  
5.30pm Mass Holy Souls 

 
Facebook search: 
‘Catholic Banbury’ 

 

 
QR code 

for 
WhatsApp Parish 

Community 
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WELCOME TO MASS. Today is the Fourth Sunday of Lent 
– also known as Laetare Sunday – and, of course, 
Mothering Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word for ‘rejoice’ - 
that Lent is more than halfway through, and so served as 
a little oasis in the season of fasting and abstinence….a 
lightening of the mood which is reflected in rose 
vestments worn at Mass. Mothering Sunday seems to 
come from an ancient tradition whereby people visited 
their ‘mother church’ – sometimes the church in which 
they were baptized – brought to birth as Christians – or 
even the mother church of the diocese – the Cathedral. 
The entrance antiphon speaks of Jerusalem being like a 
mother – that we are all children of God and part of the 
one family – Holy Church– with a common Mother in 
Christ , Mary the Mother of God and of all Christians. 

We thank God today for all these ‘mothers’ that nurture 
us, and for our mums – those who bore us and nurtured 
us. 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES ETC! 

Following the consultation over Mass times the Pastoral 
Council reflected on the responses. Thank you to the 
many who responded. The consultation was held 
following the open meetings at both St John’s and St 
Joseph’s which informed us of the changing landscape as 
regards the number of priests as well as the makeup of 
the Catholic community, and the challenges that face us, 
and the reduction here to one priest. This necessitates a 
sustainable pattern of Masses that can be run by one 
priest. Retired priests are used for helping out, as are 
those in religious communities – but they are there to help 
when there is no priest, rather than to supplement other 
masses on a regular basis. This is the task we had to 
discern: what is a need (what we can’t do without) and 
what is a want (something we’d like for whatever good 
reasons there may be for it). 

At St John’s and St Joseph’s, when we were weighing up 
capacity and attendance, we can cope with three Masses 
– which on a Sunday is the canonical limit per priest. A 
priest can also say a Vigil Mass the day before, and here 
(due to number of people who often work on Sundays, 
especially in the care sector) this seems a legitimate need, 
as well as those who rely on public transport. There was 
also an understandable desire for a couple of monthly 
Masses per month in one place or another on a Sunday – 
but all Sunday morning Masses at both St John’s and St 
Joseph’s are too well attended to knock one out – even a 
couple of times a month….and people rarely remember 
which Sunday of the month is which anyway! The 
parishioners who attend St Thomas’s for the Mass once a 
month have been especially understanding about these 
inevitable changes that none of us want. Footfall at each 
Mass is a pretty sound indicator of where, with one priest 
rather than two, we have focused. It will mean - for 
example at the monthly evening Mass at St Joseph’s 
where some of the youth group do the readings - to 
consider gathering at a different Mass, as the children 
from St Joseph’s school do monthly at the 8.45am. 

 

 

We need also to bear in mind that the Church has a 
whole repertoire of liturgy and prayer – adoration, 
benediction, . rosary, Stations of the Cross, devotions, 
meditation, etc, which can be a prayerful focus for any 
group in the context of meetings. 

Again, this is a moment that we must decide what we 
need and can’t really function without and to look at 
different ways of prayer and worship. 

This will be Fr. Sean’s last Sunday here before he goes 
on the Camino pilgrimage and then on to a new 
apostolate in another parish. This is perhaps a little 
sooner than expected, and so changes are coming 
swifter. Therefore, the new schedule will begin on the 
following Sunday – Palm Sunday – 13th April. 

So, from April 13th Sunday Mass times will be: 

Saturday Vigil 4.00pm at St John’s 

Sunday – 8.30am at St John’s 

10.00am at St Joseph’s 

11.30am at St John’s. 

Sunday baptisms will also move 15 minutes later at St 
John’s. 

This schedule will be reviewed in 6 months time. The 
changes on Sunday will allow more time between 
Masses with, we hope, not too much upheaval – just 
15 minutes either side….which, for Palm Sunday, will 
be more than necessary with the longer liturgy. Some 
people will be disappointed whatever the structure 
was going to be we know, but it is a moment that calls 
for generosity. 

It will also mean regrettable late changes to the Sacred 
Triduum and, as St John’s has the greatest capacity, we 
will have both the liturgies of Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday. Other things will remain the same. 

There will other matters that we will need to attend to, 
and the Pastoral Council discussed, but the Sunday 
pattern of Mass is the most important to establish first. 

THE PARISH LENT PENITENTIAL SERVICE will be on 
Friday 11th April at 7pm. There will also be an 
opportunity at the Immaculate Conception, Bicester, 
on Monday 7th April. As usual – and we are very 
fortunate – a number of priests will give their time to 
come and help us prepare for the Feast of Easter by 
fulfilling this part of our Easter duties. It can be 
surprising how some Catholics have lost this important 
sacrament from being a part of their lives. 

SINGERS FOR THE TRIDUUM – There will be rehearsals 
for the liturgies of the Triduum for singers from both 
St. John’s and St. Joseph’s to practice on the 31st March 
and the 8th April at St. John’s church at 7pm. 



  

 

PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
 

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently,  
Particularly Ann Dagger, Eileen Jordan & Margaret Monaghan. 

Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week: 
 

30 Patrick Lydon 2022; Marcella O’Connor 2003  
31 Edna Preece 1997; James Busby 1983  
01 Jim Mulroy 2022; Gerald Eaglestone 2012; May Paynton 2008; Denis Finn 2008; Phyllis Hill 2003; Stanislaw Cwenar    

1996; Geoffrey Lammin 1996  
02 Domingos Fernandes 2009; Anthony Sharpe 2004; Mervyn Gardner 1997; Katherine Hickey 1997; Annette Hall 1994;  
 Morris Busby 1989; Tony Doolan  
03 Christoper White 2023;Robert Bowman 2017; Michael Sheehan 2009; Kathleen Blencowe 2002; Bridget Johnson 

1996; Reginald O’Dell 1989   
04 Shirley Geritz 2011; Major Ernest Kinsey 1986; Stanley Harrison 1984  
05 Enid Mackenzie 1998 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat Heritage, 
Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean Lloyd, Liam Malone,  Anne 
Nolan, Bridie O’ Connell, Harry Rhodes,  Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Weekly Income:    23rd March                                  ST JOHN’S                   ST JOSEPH’S    
                                                                                
Gift Aid                                                                                  £  111.00                                   £   67.00 
Non-Gift Aid                                                                         £  687.41                                  £   238.25 
Contactless Card                                                                 £   122.00                                  £     15.00 
January Standing Orders                                          £ 3113.00                                  £  921.00        
      

Thank you for all your support. 

GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the 
tax you have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p  

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
     Gospel Sharing Thursdays 6.00pm (Presbytery) 
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 10.00-11.00 am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 

 
 

  
 

mailto:safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk


Entrance Antiphon 
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. 
 
Collect 
O God, who through your Word 
reconcile the human race to yourself in a wonderful way, 
grant, we pray, 
that with prompt devotion and eager faith 
the Christian people may hasten 
toward the solemn celebrations to come. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
First reading                 Joshua 5:9a, 10-12 

In those days: The LORD said to Joshua, ‘Today I have rolled away the 
reproach of Egypt from you.’ While the people of Israel were 
encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of 
the month in the evening on the plains of Jericho. And the day after 
the Passover, on that very day, they ate of the produce of the land, 
unleavened cakes and parched grain. And the manna ceased the day 
after they ate of the produce of the land. And there was no longer 
manna for the people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the land of 
Canaan that year. 
 
Responsorial Psalm    Ps 34(33):2-3. 4-5. 6-7. ℟ cf. 18b 
Taste and see that the LORD is good. R/. 

I will bless the LORD at all times, 
praise of him is always in my mouth. 
In the LORD my soul shall make its boast; 
the humble shall hear and be glad. R/. 

Glorify the LORD with me; 
together let us praise his name. 
I sought the LORD, and he answered me; 
from all my terrors he set me free. R/. 

Look towards him and be radiant; 
let your faces not be abashed. 
This lowly one called; the LORD heard, 
and rescued him from all his distress. R/. 
 
Second reading           2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Brothers and Sisters: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, 
who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting 
to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors 
for Christ; God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus. 
I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you’. 
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus. 
 
Gospel                 Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

At that time: The tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to 
hear Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This 
man receives sinners and eats with them.’ 
So he told them this parable: ‘There was a man who had two sons. 
And the younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me the 

share of property that is coming to me.” And he divided his property 
between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he 
had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered 
his property in reckless living. And when he had spent everything, a 
severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, 
who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be 
fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 

‘But when he came to himself, he said, “How many of my father’s 
hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with 
hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.’ ” 

‘And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 
embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, “Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, “Bring 
quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let 
us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate. 

‘Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near 
to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the 
servants and asked what these things meant. And he said to him, 
“Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, 
because he has received him back safe and sound.” But he was angry 
and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he 
answered his father, “Look, these many years I have served you, and 
I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young 
goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of 
yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you 
killed the fattened calf for him!” And he said to him, “Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate 
and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, 
and is found.” ’ 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
We place before you with joy these offerings, 
which bring eternal remedy, O Lord, 
praying that we may both faithfully revere them 
and present them to you, as is fitting, 
for the salvation of all the world. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon 
You must rejoice, my son, 
for your brother was dead and has come to life; 
he was lost and is found. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
O God, who enlighten everyone who comes into this world, 
illuminate our hearts, we pray, 
with the splendour of your grace, 
that we may always ponder 
what is worthy and pleasing to your majesty 
and love you in all sincerity. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Prayer over the People 
Look upon those who call to you, O Lord, 
and sustain the weak; 
give life by your unfailing light 
to those who walk in the shadow of death, 
and bring those rescued by your mercy from every evil 
to reach the highest good. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

 

 


