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YEAR C STJOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION
Sunday 30" November 4.00pm Vigil Mass Michele & David - Thanksgiving
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT | 8.30am Mass Canon Anthony Griffiths
10.00am Mass Christine Green RIP
Violet 11.30am Mass People of the Parish
Monday 1° December 9.30am Mass Bishop Ambrose Griffiths OSB
Feast of St. Edmund
Campion
Tuesday 2" 9.30am Mass Chiara Marshall
Advent Feria
9.30am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 3™ S Eatdaiaad
eanesday Rosary & Benediction
Memorial of
St. Francis Xavier
Thursday 4t
Advent Feria 6.30pm Mass Noreen Hutchinson Gilbert
Friday 5t 6.45am Rorate Caeli Mass Christine Davies
y 12 Noon St. Thomas’ Wroxton | John Stanhope RIP
. . 6.00pm Adoration, Vespers
Feast of St. Birinus & Benediction. Confessions
Saturday 6™ December 10.00am Mass Mr Butcher RIP
Advent Feria 10.30am — 11am Confessions
Sunday 7'" December 4.00pm Vigil Mass Tom & Lucy Mannion RIP
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 8.30am Mass Margaret Quinn
10.00am Mass Cathie & Frank Alexander
Violet 11.30am Mass People of the Parish
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Welcome to Mass! Today is Advent Sunday, and so the
beginning of the new liturgical year. For those who follow
the liturgy in your missals we are now in Year A.

Advent is a season of expectation and preparation as the
Church prepares both to celebrate the coming (the advent)
of Jesus Christ in the incarnation and his birth, but also
looks ahead to that final advent when he will come again in
glory at the end of time. The liturgies of this season,
therefore, not only direct us towards the celebration of
Christ’s birth, but also direct us to the less popular or
cuddly themes of divine judgment and of the last things.
Today begins a new liturgical year, and as such we will
begin a new cycle of readings that will chiefly depend on St
Matthew’s gospel account as we follow the Lord in the
events of his life, death and resurrection.

Parish Registration. It has been a long time since there
has been arecord of those who are parishioners at St John’s
and St Joseph’s Such a record is a very useful tool for the
pastoral care of the parish. It also helps, if parishioners are
registered, to give permissions for sacraments elsewhere
etc. Would you please take a moment to fill out the card you
will receive today? It should only take a few moments.
Members of the Parish Pastoral Council should be around
to help with any problems. Banbury is constantly changing,
with many people moving in or out. As we plan for the
future with the rest of the Deanery it will help us to form an
accurate picture of the parish today. One side of the card is
your basic information.

The other side of the card concerns both those ways that
you might feel able to help in the various activities and
needs of the parish and, looking towards the Bicentenary in
2028, ways in which we might celebrate this important
moment in the life of our parish.

This Friday is the first of the Rorate Caeli Masses at
6.45am in St John’s. This very special Mass is early in the
morning, and traditionally it is to begin before dawn in the
darkness of the night. Advent is about awaiting Christ, the
light of the world. As we will hear at Christmas night Mass,
[saiah speaks of the people who had been walking in
darkness now see a great light, and Zechariah (in his
canticle we call the Benedictus, and recounted by St Luke)
speaks of looking forward to ‘the loving kindness of the
heart of our God who visits us like the dawn from on high.’
The Mass is held in candlelight and is a beautifully prayerful
moment of Advent waiting and preparation.

There will be breakfast following the Mass. After expenses
any money raised will go to the Crib charity this year - Aid
to the Church in Need which comes to the help of those
beleaguered Catholic communities who are suffering from
persecution and violence around the world.

For those forward planning........

Christmas Masses at St John’s - 5pm (Vigil), Midnight,
8.30am and 11.30am.

Christmas Masses at St Joseph’s - 7pm (Vigil) and
10am.

Parish Carol Service led by Blessed George Napier
School - Tuesday 16* December at 7pm.

Advent Penitential Service - Friday 19t December at
7pm.

SVP CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE - The Parish SVP
will be holding a Christmas Raffle to win a Luxury
Hamper. Tickets will be on sale after each Mass next
weekend. Ticket price £1.00 or 5 tickets for £4.00.

All proceeds will go directly to our local community in
need. Draw will take place weekend of the 20th
December.

Carol Singing at Care Homes: St Mary’s has arranged
the following rolling carol singing event on Thursday
11th December 2025 and would love friends from other
churches to join in at any or all of the locations.

Carol Singing in Public: This year BCT will provide a
popup-style event in which singers with or without
nativity costumes under their coats will gather in
specific locations in the pedestrianised parts of the town
centre. The pop-up events will take place on Saturdays
6th 13th and 20t December 2025 between 11am and
1pm. we will gather initially outside St Mary’s for a
briefing together. The carols will be ones often
associated with nativity plays and familiar to the
general public. Atthese events we will hand out leaflets
inviting people to attend Christmas services and events
in the churches around town. We have gold chocolate
coins for children.

Practice: We will be singing a cappella, mostly in unison
unless you are good at parts. While various churches
will have their own Christmas choir practices, there will
be practices on Wednesdays 26% November and
3rd 10t and 17thDecember 2025 from 7:30-9:00pm at
The Peoples Church. Everyone is welcome to come.

3’ Job Vacancies at St. John's Primary School 3%
We are looking for enthusiastic and dedicated people to
join our friendly school community!

Current Vacancies:

Teaching Assistants (x2) - one 17.5 hours per week
and one 25 hours per week

If you are passionate about supporting children’s
learning and would like to be part of a caring, faith
centred and vibrant school, we’d love to hear from you.
For more information and application details, please
contact the school office on: 01295 263740. Come and
be part of a team that makes a difference every day!

Mrs McGeehan

Headteacher

CHRISTMAS MONDAY LUNCH CLUB - will be held on
Monday 8t December. Start time 12.30 till 3.00. Please
check you have booked your place as we are now full !

BGN VACANCY - The school are currently recruiting for
a Casual Cook and a Casual Catering Assistant. Please
see the noticeboard for further information.

SOUP & A SMILE -Every Tuesday, at 12.30pm in the
Dupuis Centre. For anyone who would appreciate a
warm and friendly welcome for a couple of hours.

GOOD GRIEF CAFE - Our bereavement group meet on
the first Saturday of every month between 10am and 12
noon in the Dupuis Centre. For more information, please
contact Nicola in the parish office.
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Please pray for the dead ...

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently,
Particularly Gerhild Osborn, Tony Jubey and David Yerbury
Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week:

30 Kathleen Waters 2008; George Brocklesby 2005; Alice Marks 1993

01  Frank Davis 2020; Kathleen Russell 2014; Mary (Jo) August 2007; Winifred McLaughlin 2001; Michael Riley 1995;
Kathleen Hawtin 1982

02 Roy Kennedy 2020; Kevin Day 2014; Peggy Adams 2010; Kenneth Hemmings 2010; Con Houlihan 2008;
John Heffernan 1992; Nora Oxlade 1987

03  Jackie Barnes 2021; Theresa Temple 2018; James Amos 2000; Guy Higgs 1995

04 Maria Chini 2024: William Hardy 2021; James Whelan 2014; Rita Ashdown 2012; Pauline Crockett 2012; Patrick Clarke
2006; Winifred Boscott 2000; Ena Tindell 1993; James Englishby 1993; Elsie Burton 1985

05 Thomas Cashman 2000; Mary Ho Swee Chin 1998; Anthony O’Carroll 1993

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes ...

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard,
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne,
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer.

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS

Weekly Income:  23rd November ST JOHN’S ST JOSEPH’S
Gift Aid £ 95.00 £ 65.00
Non — Gift Aid £ 713.83 £ 185.60
Contactless Card £ 138.00 £ 1045.00
September Standing Orders £ 3133.00 £ 1056.00

THE Catholic Youth Service
Next Sunday’s second collection is for THE POOR PARISHES FUND.
Thank you for all your support.
GIFT AID - If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS DONA CARD READER:
St. John'’s: Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am Remember to use our
Adoration Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm contactless card reader for
Baptisms Sunday from 12.30 pm all your donations.
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required Donations can also be
Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) made by scanning the
QR code.
St. Joseph'’s: Adoration Wednesday at 9.30am — 10.30am
Baptisms Sunday at 11.30 am
Weddings A minimum of six months’ notice is required
Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm
Youth Group 37 Saturday, 6.30 — 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7

3" Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above.

PARISH OFFICE  [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday — Thursday, 9.00am — 3.00pm]

Bookkeeper: Catherine Dukes. Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk
Pastoral & Property: Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
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Entrance Antiphon

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God.

In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over me;

and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

Collect

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God,

the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ

with righteous deeds at his coming,

so that, gathered at his right hand,

they may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.

First reading

[t shall come to pass in the latter days

that the mountain of the house of the LORD

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be lifted up above the hills;

and all the nations shall flow to it,

and many peoples shall come, and say:

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,

that he may teach us his ways

and that we may walk in his paths.’

For out of Sion shall go forth the law,

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

He shall judge between the nations,

and shall decide disputes for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 122(121):1-2.3-4a.8-9.0cf. 1
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD. R/.

I rejoiced when they said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’
And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. R/.

Jerusalem is built as a city
bonded as one together.

It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD. R/.

For the sake of my family and friends,

let me say, ‘Peace upon you.’

For the sake of the house of the LORD, our God,
[ will seek good things for you. R/.

Romans 13:11-14a

Brothers and sisters: You know the time, that the hour has come
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So
then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armour of
light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in
quarrelling and jealousy.

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Second reading

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia Alleluia

Show us, O LORD, your mercy,
and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia.

Matthew 24:37-44

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples: ‘For as were the days of
Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and
they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two men will be in
the field; one will be taken and one left. Two women will be
grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. Therefore, stay
awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But
know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part
of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.’

Gospel

Prayer over the Offerings

Accept, we pray, O Lord, these offerings we make,

gathered from among your gifts to us,

and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.

Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its
increase.

Prayer after Communion

May these mysteries, O Lord,

in which we have participated

profit us, we pray,

for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures.

Through Christ our Lord.

Solemn Blessing

May the almighty and merciful God,

by whose grace you have placed your faith

in the First Coming of his Only Begotten Son
and yearn for his coming again

sanctify you by the radiance of Christ’s Advent
and enrich you with his blessing.

Amen.

As you run the race of this present life,
may he make you firm in faith,

joyful in hope and active in charity.
Amen.

So that, rejoicing now with devotion

at the Redeemer’s coming in the flesh,

you may be endowed with the rich reward of eternal life
when he comes again in majesty.

Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, and the Son, 71 and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.



