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 YEAR A   ST JOHN'S ST JOSEPH'S INTENTION 

Sunday 7th December 2025    4.00pm Vigil Mass  Tom and Lucy Mannion RIP 

SECOND SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

   8.30am Mass  Margaret Quinn 

        10.00am Mass Cathie and Frank Alexander  

Violet    11.30am Mass 
 

People of the Parish 

Monday 8th December                     7.00pm Mass  Mary and Gary Dennet Ints 

SOLEMNITY OF THE 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

      

Tuesday 9th           9.30am Mass William Edward Gilbert 

Advent Feria         

Wednesday 10th                                  
   9.30am Morning Prayer, 
Rosary & Benediction 

 ~~~~~ 

Advent Feria       

Thursday 11th                              5.00pm 
 Reception – Gerhild   
Osborn RIP   

 

Advent Feria     6.30pm Mass  Sir Osita Norbert Ntagu RIP 

Friday 12th                                    
 6.45am Rorate Caeli Mass 
1.00pm Requiem Mass   

The unborn and expectant mothers 
Gerhild Osborn RIP 

Advent Feria 
 
  6.00pm Adoration, Vespers, 
& Benediction. Confessions 

 
Benediction and Confessions 

  

Saturday 13th December                               10.00am Mass 
     

  People of the Parish 

St Lucy  10.30am – 11am Confessions      

Sunday 14th December   4.00pm Vigil Mass  Pat Mold RIP 

THIRD SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

    8.30am Mass     Gerhild Osborn RIP 

        10.00am Mass Peter Vince RIP 

Rose    11.30am Mass 
 

 
Vanessa Sawyers 

 
Facebook search: 

‘Catholic 
Banbury’ 
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for 
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Welcome to Mass! Today is the second Sunday of the 
Advent season, and we light the second candle on the 
Advent Wreath. Often this second candle represents the 
prophets sent by God to the people of Israel to guide them 
in his ways. The last of the prophets is the one who came 
preaching in the wilderness, and calling the people to 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. Of John 
the Baptist St Matthew, in his gospel, paints a picture of 
quite an extraordinary sight!  Maybe it was shock value, but 
there was something about him that drew the people in 
great numbers towards him, and to hear his message. 
Fine food and clothing obviously meant very little to John 
the Baptist, and so in the Collect today we pray that ‘no 
earthly undertaking (may) hinder those who set out in 
haste to meet your Son.’  
We welcome Fr Kevin Hooper who will be saying the 
10am & 11.30am Masses as Fr Philip is at a niece’s wedding 
this afternoon. Congratulations also to the Reverend 
Jithin Titto after his ordination to the diaconate. 
 

Parish Registration. Thanks to those who have completed 
the parish registration form. As was mentioned last week, 
it has been a long time since there has been an up-to-date  
record of those who are parishioners at St John’s and St 
Joseph’s . This will be such a useful tool for the pastoral care 
of the parish. It also helps, if parishioners are registered, to 
give permissions for sacraments elsewhere etc. If you 
didn’t have chance to fill it out last week, would you please 
take a moment to fill out the card today? They are bright 
yellow! It should only take a few moments. As we plan for 
the future with the rest of the Deanery it will help us to form 
an accurate picture of the parish today. 
One side of the card is your basic information.  
The other side of the card concerns both those ways that 
you might feel able to help in the various activities and 
needs of the parish and, looking towards the Bicentenary in 
2028, ways in which we might celebrate this important 
moment in the life of our parish. 
 

This Friday is the second of the Rorate Caeli Masses at 
6.45am in St John’s. This very special Mass is early in the 
morning, and traditionally it is to begin before dawn, in the 
darkness of the night. Advent is about awaiting Christ, the 
light of the world. The Mass is held in candlelight - a 
prayerful moment of advent waiting and preparation. 
There will be breakfast following the Mass. After expenses 
any money raised will go to the Crib charity this year – Aid 
to the Church in Need - which comes to the help of those 
beleaguered Catholic communities who are suffering from 
persecution and violence around the world. 
Sr Sebastian from the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary will be selling Raffle Tickets after Mass today for 
their annual Christmas Raffle towards their work with the 
homeless here at this Christmastide, as well as their work 
in Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Kenya, Tanzania and Chad. 
£1 per ticket, £5 per book.  
The Tractor Run, in aid of Catherine House Hospice, will 
take place this Saturday and will pass St John’s about 6pm. 
It’s a wonderful event, and is a great fundraiser to the 
valuable work of the hospice, especially when the current 
debate on euthanasia seems  to undervalue the work they 
do for the sick and dying. 
As in past years the church will be open and the Blessed 
Sacrament will be exposed for  people to come into 
church for private prayer. If you are coming along to the 
event, do pop into church for a moment, and even bring a 
friend. It will provide an opportunity to pray for the 
Hospice, and those who are patients there, their families, 
and those who work there. Thanks to the Legion of Mary 
for organising this opportunity of Advent prayer for the 
community. 
 

 

 
 

SVP CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE - The Parish SVP 
will be holding a Christmas Raffle to win a Luxury 
Hamper.  Tickets will be on sale after each Mass next 
weekend.  Ticket price £1.00 or 5 tickets for £4.00.  
All proceeds will go directly to our local community in 
need. Draw will take place weekend of the 20th 
December. 
Missio Red Boxes for St John’s – if you have a red box 
that needs emptying could you please bring it to Mass in 
the next couple of weeks and bring to the sacristy so that 
it can be emptied and included in this years total. If you 
need it to be collected, please ring Sue on 07814733170. 
If you no longer want to keep the red box, could you 
please put a note inside.  
There will be an Altar Servers trip to the pantomime 
on Saturday 17th January – ‘Beauty and the Beast’ at 6pm 
at Chipping Norton Theatre. Could  parents arrange 
drop-off and return. There is a list in the sacristy today 
for servers to sign up. 
 

Carol Singing at Care Homes: St Mary’s has arranged 
the following rolling carol singing event on Thursday 
11th December 2025 and would love friends from other 
churches to join in at any or all of the locations. 
Carol Singing in Public: This year BCT will provide a 
popup-style event in which singers with or without 
nativity costumes under their coats will gather in 
specific locations in the pedestrianised parts of the town 
centre. The pop-up events will take place on Saturdays 
6th, 13th and 20th December 2025 between 11am and 
1pm.  we will gather initially outside St Mary’s for a 
briefing together. The carols will be ones often 
associated with nativity plays and familiar to the 
general public.   At these events we will hand out leaflets 
inviting people to attend Christmas services and events 
in the churches around town. We have gold chocolate 
coins for children. 
Practice: We will be singing a cappella, mostly in unison 
unless you are good at parts. While various churches 
will have their own Christmas choir practices, there will 
be practices on Wednesdays 26th November and 
3rd,10th and 17th December 2025 from 7:30-9:00pm at 
The Peoples Church. Everyone is welcome to come. 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS MONDAY LUNCH CLUB - will be held on 
Monday 8th December.  Start time 12.30 till 3.00.  Please 
check you have booked your place as we are now full ! 
 

BGN VACANCY – The school are currently recruiting for 
a Casual Cook and a Casual Catering Assistant. Please 
see the noticeboard for further information. 
 

SOUP & A SMILE –Every Tuesday, at 12.30pm in the 
Dupuis Centre. For anyone who would appreciate a 
warm and friendly welcome for a couple of hours. 
 

GOOD GRIEF CAFÉ  - Our  bereavement group meet on 
the first Saturday of every month between 10am and 12 
noon in the Dupuis Centre. For more information, please 
contact Nicola in the parish office. 
 
 

Advent Penitential Service – Friday 19th December 
at 7pm. 
 

Christmas Masses at St John’s - 
 Christmas Eve - 5pm (Vigil), Midnight,  
Christmas Day - 8.30am and 11.30am 

Christmas Masses at St Joseph’s – 
Christmas Eve - 7pm Vigil 
Christmas Day – 10am 
 
Parish Carol Service led by Blessed George Napier 
School – Tuesday 16th December at 7pm. 
 
 



  

 

PARISH OFFICE      [The office is situated at St John’s Presbytery; office hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9.00am – 3.00pm] 
 

Bookkeeper:   Catherine Dukes.  Email: pt.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Pastoral & Property:  Nicola Mollard.  Email: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk 
                           

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative for St John’s is Nicola Mollard; for St 
Joseph’s, Eileen Bristoll. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.banbury@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
  
  
  
  
  

Please pray for the dead …  
 

Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently, 
Particularly Gerhild Osborn, Tony Jubey and David Yerbury 

Pray also for those whose anniversaries occur this coming week: 
 

30 Kathleen Waters 2008; George Brocklesby 2005; Alice Marks 1993  
01 Frank Davis 2020; Kathleen Russell 2014; Mary (Jo) August 2007; Winifred McLaughlin 2001; Michael Riley 1995;  

Kathleen Hawtin 1982  
02 Roy Kennedy 2020; Kevin Day 2014; Peggy Adams 2010; Kenneth Hemmings 2010; Con Houlihan 2008;  
 John Heffernan 1992; Nora Oxlade 1987  
03 Jackie Barnes 2021; Theresa Temple 2018; James Amos 2000; Guy Higgs 1995  
04  Maria Chini 2024: William Hardy 2021; James Whelan 2014; Rita Ashdown 2012; Pauline Crockett 2012; Patrick Clarke 

2006; Winifred Boscott 2000; Ena Tindell 1993; James Englishby 1993; Elsie Burton 1985  
05 Thomas Cashman 2000; Mary Ho Swee Chin 1998; Anthony O’Carroll 1993  
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for the sick of our Parishes  … 
 

Julie Aikenhead, Vicky Aikenhead, Deacon Henry Allen, Edward Andrews, Audrey Anthistle, Ruth Aris, Cora Barnard, 
Peter Barton, Marianne Balazs, Douglas Bond, Brenda Brennan, Eileen Bristoll, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Sue Davis, Nick Davies, Oliver Davies, Michael Evans, Alan Fitchett, Barbara Fleming, Carl Gill, Diane Greenwood, Pat 
Heritage, Anita Higham, Gwen Ingham, Roger Johnson, Michael Jordan, Teresa Kurszewska, Catherine Ley, Iris Jean 
Lloyd, Liam Malone, Anne Nolan, Harry Rhodes, Eileen Shea, Nicky Smith, Elaine Steer. 

PARISH FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Weekly Income:       23rd November                                       ST JOHN’S                 ST JOSEPH’S  
  

Gift Aid                                        £  110.00                                        £   48.00      
Non – Gift Aid                               £  738.34                             £  146.95 
Contactless Card                               £  127.00                                       £  35.00 
October Standing Orders                             £ 2988.00          £  789.00 

Today’s Sunday’s second collection is for THE POOR PARISHES FUND. 

Thank you for all your support. 
GIFT AID – If you pay tax on your income, please consider completing a Gift Aid form and the church can claim the tax you 
have paid. It does not cost you anything extra. For every £1 donated, we will receive another 25p 

GENERAL TIMES FOR SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS 
  

St. John’s:   Reconciliation Friday, 6.00-7.00 pm; Saturday, 10.30-11.00 am    
   Adoration  Friday at 6.00-7.00 pm 
   Baptisms  Sunday from 12.30 pm 
   Weddings   A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Saturday at 10.45 am (Wall Room, Dupuis Centre) 
      
 

St. Joseph’s:             Adoration  Wednesday at 9.30am – 10.30am 
   Baptisms  Sunday at 11.30 am 
   Weddings  A minimum of six months’ notice is required 
   Legion of Mary Wednesday at 6.30 pm 
    Youth Group     3rd Saturday, 6.30 – 8pm for children Yr 6 & 7 

                                                           3rd Sunday, 6.30-8.30pm, for children Yr 7 & above. 
                                                

 

DONA CARD READER: 
 

Remember to use our 
contactless card reader for 

all your donations. 
 

Donations can also be 
made by scanning the  

QR code. 
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Entrance Antiphon 
O people of Sion, behold,  
the Lord will come to save the nations,  
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy of 

your heart 
Collect 

Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking hinder 
those who set out in haste to meet your Son, 

But may our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his 
company. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
First reading      Isaiah 11:1-10 
On that day: 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 
 branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of  
the Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what  
his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt of his loins. The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard lie down with the young goat, and the calf  
and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall 
lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie  
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like an ox. The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of a cobra, and the weaned child shall  
put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or destroy in 
all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, 
who shall stand as a signal for the peoples – of him shall the nations 
enquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
 
Responsorial Psalm           Ps 72:1-2. 7-8. 12-13,17. 
In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for ever.  
O God, give your judgement to the king, 
To a king’s son your justice, 
That he may judge your people in justice, 
And your poor in right judgement. R/. 
 

In his days justice shall flourish, 
And great peace till the moon is no more. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
From the river to the bounds of the earth.  R/. 
 
For he shall rescue the needy when they cry, 
The poor who have no one to help. 
He shall have pity on the weak and the needy, 
And save the lives of the needy.  R/. 
 
May his name endure for ever, 
His name continue like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blest in him, 
All nations shall call him blessed. R 
 
Second reading      Romans 15:4-9 

Brothers and sisters: whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, that through endurance and through 
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the 
God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another in accord with Christ Jesus, that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to 
show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promise to the 
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I will praise you among the 
Gentiles, and sing to your name. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia alleluia  
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; 
all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.  
Alleluia. 
 
Gospel        Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ For this 
is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, ‘The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; 
make his paths straight.” 

Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem 
all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 
and they were baptised in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 
his  baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have 
Abraham as our father”, for I tell you, God is able from these stones 
to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the 
root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire. ‘I baptise you with water for 
repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  

 
Prayer over the Offerings 
Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble prayers and offerings, and, 
 since we have no merits to plead out cause,  
come we pray, to our rescue with the protection of your mercy.  
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon 
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold the joy 

which comes to you from God.  
 
Prayer after Communion 
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment, we humbly 
beseech you, O Lord, that, through our partaking in this mystery, 
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth  
and hold firm to the things of heaven.  
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Solemn Blessing 
May the almighty and merciful God, 
by whose grace you have placed your faith 
in the First Coming of his Only Begotten Son 
and yearn for his coming again 
sanctify you by the radiance of Christ’s Advent 
and enrich you with his blessing. Amen 

As you run the race of this present life,  
may he make you firm in faith, 
joyful in hope and active in charity. Amen 

So that, rejoicing now with devotion 
at the Redeemer’s coming in the flesh, 
you may be endowed with the rich reward of eternal life  
when he comes again in majesty. Amen 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit,  
come down on you and remain with you for ever. Amen

 


